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T12/37  

AOVACULTURE LICENCE NO. XXXX 

GRANTED UNDER THE FISHERIES (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1997 (NO. 23 of 1997) 

The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (hereinafter referred to as the 

"Minister"), in exercise of the powers conferred on him by the Fisheries 

(Amendment) Act, 1997 (No. 23 of 1997) (hereinafter referee the "Act"), grants 

an Aquaculture Licence to: 

Lough Swilly Shellfish Growers Co-Operative 

Station House 

Malin Road 

Carndonagh 

Co. Donegal 

(hereinafter referred to as the "Licens 

Lough Swilly, Co. D specifi 

134) and indicate red li n the 

drawing(s) in Schedul t 

and e Act  

f7mapin

Ron of oysters on a site in 

Sc ttached (numbered T12/37 

d ordance with the plans and 

)v of by the Minister, subject to the Act 

to the terms and conditions set out in the 

This en hall ?emain in force for a maximum period of ten (10) 

years comm g c n XXXXXXXXX 20XX, provided for so long as the 

Foreshore Licen d on XX XXXXXXXXX 20X.\, under Section 3(1) of the 

Foreshore Act 19 (No. 12 of 1933) in respect of the same site for the purpose 

referred to is in force. 

A person authorised under Section 15(1) 

of the Ministers and Secretaries Act 1924 to 

authenticate the Seal of the Minister for 

Agriculture, Food and the Marine. 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLYING TO THIS AQUACULTURE LICENCE 

Licensed Area 

1.1 The area specified in Schedule I attached (0.7 7 hectares) (labelled T 1 --)/37B4) and 
outlined in red on the map(s) in Schedule 1. 

1.2 The co-ordinates for the site are based on the Irish National Grid Co-ordinate 
System. 

0 Species, Cultivation and Method Licensed 

Species to be farmed: pacific oysters 

Method: Bac,  and Trestle Single-layer/ 
Poles/BST System subject to the stocking 
specified in Schedule 4 attached. j 

The introduction of seed to the site 
health. 0  

Trestles Stacked/BoUchot 
loyment limits as may be 

relating to fish 

indemn)Fed the State, the Minister, his 
FrIllbviAoss, damage, costs, expenses and 
arisin connection with the construction, 
apparatus, equipment or any other thing used 

Pn in the licensed area or in the exercise of 
d the Licensee shall take such steps as the 

se compliance with this condition. 

3. 

Indemnity 1  
3.1. The Licensee shall indemn 

officers, servants or agents 
any demand ms ho 
maintena or us ny s 
in coon ith t licer 
the rights gr u E 

ibility for the upkeep and safety of the site rests 

The L ee s I ensure that the equipment (including all flotation, mooring and 
anchorin es) is placed within the Iicensed area only. Storage or placement of 
equipmen r stock on the foreshore or seashore outside the Iicensed area is not 
permitted under any circumstances. 

3.4. The Minister may direct as to the deployment of apparatus and flotation devices and 
their colour, within the site. 

3.5. The Licensee shall obtain the prior approval of the Minister to any proposed 
material change to the plan/drawings or equipment as approved being used during 
the licensing period as specified in Schedule 2 attached. 
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3.6. The Licensee shall at all times for the duration of the licence keep all equipment 
used for the purposes of the licensed operations in a good and proper state of repair 
and condition to the satisfaction of the Minister or other competent State authority. 

3.7. The Licensee shall ensure that each trestle Qrouping/pole and all flotation and 
mooring devices in the licensed area legibly bear the Aquaculture Licence Number 
in an indelible weatherproof format. 

Operational Conduct 
3.8. The Licensee shall conduct its operations in a safe manner and with regard for 

other persons in the area and the environment and shall ensure that the operations 
are not injurious to adjacent lands or the public interest (including the environment) 
and do not interfere with navigation or other lawf 'vity in the vicinity of the 
licensed area, and shall comply with any lawfu "rections issued by the Minister 
and any other competent State authority in th% i 

3.9. The Licensee shall ensure that any aq 
this licence does not adversely affec 
applicable) through the deteriorati 1 4 
and/or through disturbance of the spe ` 
so far as such a disturbance may be sig 
objectives of the site concWed. 

u'I~ or oti' ~~ tivity conducted under 
e integrity of the X ra 2000 network (if 
natur habitats and)'I' itats of species 

ore 
'° the area' een designated in 

k;_ in relation to the stated conservation 

3.10. The Licensee shall ensure tIIK 
site adhere strictly to approve 
attached. Full cDjZpfiance is 
foreshore a All driv 
approve 

3.1 1. The Licensee 

k e ~T' i~~ are  

L 
other es) accessing and leaving the 

e res outes as specified in Schedule 1 
d t 'rf r to minimise disturbance to the 

shall be ade fully aware of the specific route 

ys back and forth on the approved access and 
necessary. 

he Licens all that all tractors/towing vehicles to be used for 
aculture s. ose on the foreshore are fitted with efficient 

e ~. SUsilencer '~ ufflers and that vibration noise from tractors and machinery is 
kept .T  . minim 

3.13. The Licen shall ensure that all vehicles are properly maintained so as to prevent 
leakages Foils, fuels, grease etc. 

3.14. The Licensee shall ensure that all vehicles move slowly at all times on the 
foreshore, that engine revolution is kept to a minimum and that engines are turned 
off when not in use. 

3.15. The Licensee shall ensure that if more than one vehicle is needed on the shore that 
all vehicles, where possible, arrive and depart together. 

3.16. The Licensee shall so organise its operations in consultation with other licensed 
operators to ensure that the total number of vehicles and harvesting machines on the 
foreshore on any one day is kept to the minimum necessary. 
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3.17. The Licensee shall ensure that when carrying out aquaculture work on the 
foreshore, dogs owned or under the control of the Licensee shall not be present, in 
order to minimise disturbance to the birdlife in the area. 

3.18. The Licensee shall ensure that best practice is employed to keep structures and 
netting clean at all times and any biofouling by alien invasive species shall be 
removed and disposed of in a responsible manner. In particular, in `Natura 2000' 
sites care must be taken to ensure that any biofouling by alien invasive species will 
not pose a risk to the conservation features of the site. Measures to be undertaken 
are set out in the draft Marine Code of Practice prepared by Invasive Species 
Ireland and can be found on the web site at: http://in%,asivespeciesireland.com/.  

Waste Management 
3.19. The Licensee shall ensure that the licensed 

all redundant structures (including apparatu 
waste products and operational litter o 
prompt removal and proper disposal su 
fails to do so, the Minister may c• the 
other thing to be removed and t e e 
recover from the Licensee as a simpl 
jurisdiction all costs and nses incurre 
and restoration. 

N 
shall be kept clear of 
r uncontained stock), 
ke provision for the 
Licensee refuses or 

structures, alllhatws, equipment or 
restored an all be entitled to 

act ebt in an court of competent 
►him in connection with the removal 

Inspection J 
3.20. The lic4

1ction 
d any i ent, re, thing, or premises wherever 

situated with rations ~uzied out in the licensed area shall be 
open fo any time an authorised person (within the meaning of 
Section sheries (Co dation) Act 1959) (No. 14 of 1959) (as 
amende . I of 1980), a Sea Fisheries Protection Officer 

_  06N

can f Sea es and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006) (No. 8 of 
o oche son appointed in that regard by the Minister or other 

omnetent S utho 

3.21. Y

theerations, 

give all reasonable assistance to an authorised officer or a Sea 
Fish n Officer or any person duly appointed by any competent State 
auth the person or officer enter, inspect, examine, measure and test 
the l nd any equipment, structure, thing or premises used in connection 
with carried out in the licensed area and to take whatever samples 
may be deemed appropriate by that person or officer. 

3.22. The Licensee shall keep and maintain in the State for inspection on demand by the 
Minister or a competent State authority, at all times, records of all operations 
including compliance monitoring and any required follow up action. These records 
shall be produced by the Licensee on demand by the Minister or other competent 
State authority and in any event not later than 24 hours from the making of that 
demand. 

3.23. The Licensee shall furnish to the Minister or other competent State authority in the 
form and at the intervals determined by the Minister or other competent State 



authority, such information relating to the licensed area as may be required to 
determine compliance by the Licensee with the terms of this licence and applicable 
legislation. 

4. Navigation and Safety 

4.I. The Licensee shall ensure that Statutory Sanction from the Commissioners of Irish 
Lights is in place prior to the commencement of operations, regarding all aids to 
navigation. Statutory Sanction forms are available at w.ril_ich<<Eety-
navi Rationhtatutorv-sanction.aspx. 

4.2. The Licensee shall ensure that the site is marked in accordance with the 
requirements of both the Marine Survey Office a Commissioners of Irish 
Lights as specified in Schedule 3. 
The navigation marking detail is as illu%trated i dulc~ 3. 

61 

4.3. The Licensee shall comply 
navigational aids, flotation and 
required by the Minister or any 

quirement relating to 
WLarking posts/poles, as 

4.4 Prior to commencement i 
Hydrographic Office at T ur 
charts and nautical publics 
1823 284077 Email: sdr s 

Department within 14 days 
Office has been so informed. 

of the to 
in be updat 

uk the Lt 
e this 

Lkensee AIM inform the UK 
and nature of the site in order that 
el: 00 44 1823337900 Fax: 00 44 

shall submit proof to the 
I nce that the UK Hydrographic 

5. Monitoring 

C; Q 

r partake in monitoring, in particular 
by the Minister or other competent State 

Befo site Pocked the Licensee shall ensure that a Fish Health Authorisation 
under s provisions giving effect to Council Directive No. 2006188/EC, as 
amended, any other legislative act that replaces that Directive on animal health 
requireme is for aquaculture animals and their products, and on the prevention and 
control of certain diseases in aquatic animals, is in place. 

Disposal of Mortalities 
6.2. The Licensee shall dispose of dead fish in accordance with the applicable statutory 

provisions and requirements. 

Movement of Fish 
6.3. The Licensee shall comply with any regulations in force governing the movement 

of fish. 
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7. Duration, Cessation. Review, Revocation, Amendment, Assignment 

Duration. Cessation 
7.1. This Licence shall remain in force until XX XXXXXXXXX, 20XX and as long as 

the accompanying Foreshore Licence remains in force. 

Review 
7.2. The Licensee may apply for a review of the licence at any time after the expiration 

of three years since the granting of the licence or its last renewal in accordance with 
section 70 of the Act. 

Revocation. Amendment 
7.3. Subject to the Act, the Minister may revoke or 

(a) he considers that it is in the public interest to 
(b) he is satisfied that there has been a brew 

licence e.g., operating outside the license 
(c) the licensed area to which the licence tes 
(d) water quality results or general pe anc 

standards set by the Minister or t c tei 

Assignment 
7.4. This Licence shall not be 

and may not be assigned 
commencement or renewal 
may be assigned under cone 

ition specified in the 

maintained, R 
Llo not meet the 

written consent of the Minister 
Oree years, dating from the 
he Minister determines that it 
a set out in 7(6) applies. 

ars that t e are exceptional reasons for the assignment of 
irst three may apply to the Minister, giving those 
oLLbat th 

Pcence 
 may be assigned. The Minister may, at 

the reasons given by the Licensee, determine 
ce may be assigned. The determination of the Minister in 

years 09 
consent o 
any debts 

ice a is a company (within the meaning of the Companies Acts) and 
luid on (within the meaning of the Companies Acts) in the first three 
fr the commencement of the licence, the Liquidator shall, with the 

linister, be entitled to assign the licence to enable him to discharge 
the liquidated company. 

8. 

7.7. This licence is issued subject to any order that the High Court may make under 
section 218 of the Companies Act 1963 or otherwise with regard to the assignment 
of this licence. 

Fees 

8.1. The Licensee shall pay to the Minister an annual aquaculture licence fee in 
accordance with the Aquaculture (Licence Application and Licence Fees) 
Regulations 1998(S.I. No. 27011998) as amended by the Aquaculture (Licence 
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Fees) Regulations 2000 (S.I. No. 282 of 2000) or an amount payable under 
Regulations made under section 64 of the Act. 

8.2. The Minister may revoke the licence where the Licensee fails to pay the aquaculture 
licence fees on demand. 

9. General Terms and Conditions 

9.1. The Licensee shall at all times comply with all laws applicable to aquaculture 
operations. 

9.2. Any reference to a statute or an act of an institution of the European Union (whether 
specifically named or not) includes any amendmen e-enactments in force and 
all statutory instruments, orders, notices, r ations, directions, bye-laws, 
certificates, permissions and plans made, . or given effect under such 
legislation shall remain valid. 

Id to be illegal or 
ijonot to form part 
Me is not affected. 

licences, consents, permissions, 
activities of the Licensee in 

dy undefte licence or in law, if the Minister is 
breach of any obligation under this licence, the 

ninister. 
that the Licensee rectifies such breach, 

The Licensee shall comply with 
the time specified in the notice. 

X 9.3 If any condition or part of a 
unenforceable in whole or in p 
of this licence but the enforceat 

9.4. The Licensee shall at all 
permits or authorisation 
connection with the licen 

Notification 
9.5. Without 

of the v 

Se Minister may be transmitted through the Post Office 

X the last known address of the Licensee. 

P1 notify the Minister within 7 days of any change in the 
s, telephone, e-mail or facsimile number. 

9.8. During the term of this licence the Licensee shall provide to the Minister on 
demand a current tax clearance certificate. 

Companies and Co-operatives 
9.9. In the event of the licence being granted to a company (within the meaning of the 

Companies Acts), control of the licensee company shall not change in any respect 
from the control of the company as existed on the date that the licence was granted 
so long as this licence shall remain in force save with the prior written permission 
of the Minister. 

E. 



9.10. In the event of a licence being granted to a company that has been incorporated 
outside this State, the licensee company shall register with the Companies 
Registration Office within one month of the establishment of a place of business in 
the State or alternatively, within one month of the establishment of a branch of the 
said company in the State and the licensee company shall submit proof to the 
Department within 14 days of the end of that month that it has been so registered. 

9.11. Where the licensee is a company within the meaning of the Companies Acts, the 
licensee company shall ensure that it does not become dissolved within the meaning 
of the Companies Acts for so long as this licence shall remain in force. 

9.12. In the event of the licence being granted to a society (within the meaning of section 
2 of the Industrial and Provident Societies (Amendment) Act 1978 (No.23 of 1978) 
the following conditions shall apply:-  

9.12.1. The rules relating to membership of th tti shall enable any resident of 
the State to become a member of it wh the r it n  fulfils all the conditions 
laid down by the society for memb f it an les shall not lay down 
different conditions for differen asses of people; 

9.12.2. The rules relating to the society ub to the Min r before the grant 
of this licence shall not be amend ~ ~equently other han with the written 
permission of the M* ster; and 

9.12.3. The Minister may, i 'ders it nc. 5jry in the interests of good 
management of the lice . ed ' ct th• an amendment may be made to 
the rulesf~e society, a Lic all amend the rules in accordance 
with thdf ii - Nn. 

Clearance of Site 
9.13. The Licensee . ;lVew- s own expense, if so required by written notice 

iste ` ' with << weeks after receipt of such notice or on cessation 
f the lic or a her cause, remove the structures, apparatus, equipment or 
ny other thi the s • ction of the Minister. If the Licensee refuses or fails to 

!v so, the Mi ._ r m• cause the said structures, apparatus, equipment or other 
t o be rem d and the licensed area restored and shall be entitled to recover 
fro ~ -m Licens as a simple contract debt in any court of competent jurisdiction 
all cos d penses incurred by him in connection with the removal and 
restoratio - e Licensee shall take such steps as the Minister may specify in order 
to secure mWiance with this condition. 
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SCHEDULE 1 

Schedule 1 contains: 

• the co-ordinates of the site based on the Irish National Grid Co-ordinate 
System and the area of the site 

e site map(s) which also shows the access/egress route to and from the site 

C a chart showing the location of the site in relation to the surrounding area. 
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I NO. SITE AT LOUGH SWILLY COMONEGAL 

Co-ordinates & Area 

Site T12/037B4 (0.77 Ha) 

The area seaward of the high water mark and enclosed by a line drawn from Irish 
National Grid Reference point 

233135, 422600 to Irish National Grid Reference point 
233213, 422608 to Irish National Grid Reference point 
233280, 422630 to Irish National Grid Reference point 
233318, 422640 to Irish National Grid Reference point 
233332, 422599 to Irish National Grid Reference point 
233148, 422555 to the first mentioned point. C 
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SCHEDULE 2 

Schedule 2 contains: 

11  the approved plans and drawing(s) 



Site Layout Plan 
Lough Sly Donegal 

Scale 1: 1000 T12/037B4 

0 15 30 60 Meters Area: 0.77 HA 
I I I I I I I I 

185meters _ 

42 

25 trestles/ Rote 

Trestles arranged in twin rows 

Access lanes of 5 meters 'wide between twin rows 

Corridor 15 meters wide between 2 blocks. 

350 Trestles/ Block 

2 blocks trestles 
= 700 trestles 

6 bag trestles is 6 x 700 = 4200 bags 



SCHEDULE 3 

• Requirements of CIL 

• That the applicant secures Statutory Sanction from the Commissioner of Irish 
Lights for the aids to navigation that are required and approved by the Marine 
Survey Office. These aids should be in place before the development on the 
site commences. 

• requirements of the MSO / the navigation marking detail. 

• Site to be marked in with a yellow spar with a yellow Ndrews Cross as 
topmark to be located at the south east and south we of the site. 
Topmarks to be visible at all stages of the tide at • i wo metres above 

u 

i? 



Schedule 4 contains: 

• Triploid Seed to be used as standard 

Lm 
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I NO. SITE AT LOUGH SWILLY CO.DONE,GAL 

Co-ordinates & Area 

Site T12/037B4 (0.77 Ha) 

The area seaward of the high water mark and enclosed by a line drawn from Irish 
National Grid Reference point 

233135, 422600 to Irish National Grid Reference point 
233213, 422608 to Irish National Grid Reference point 
233280, 422630 to Irish National Grid Reference point 
233318, 422640 to Irish National Grid Reference point 
233332, 422599 to Irish National Grid Reference point 
233148, 422555 to the first mentioned point. 
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T12/37 

AQUACULTURE LICENCE NO. XXXX 

GRANTED UNDER THE FISHERIES (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1997 (NO. 23 of 1997) 

The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (hereinafter referred to as the 

"Minister"), in exercise of the powers conferred on by the Fisheries 

(Amendment) Act I997 (No. 23 of 1997), (hereinafter r to as the "Act") grants 

an Aquaculture Licence to: _ 

Lough Swilly Shellfish Co-Operative 

Station House 

Malin Road 

Carndonagh 

Co. Donegal 

(hereinafter ref 

on a site in Lou 

T12/37 C) and 

Ministers iet 

'"% or the cuivation of mussels and oysters 

s s d in Schedule 1 attached (numbered 

e attached map, as approved of by the 

ons made under the Act and to the terms and 

EO This en hall "remain in force for a maximum period of ten (10) 

years comme c n XXXXXXXXX 20XX, provided for so long as the 

Foreshore Licenc 
y 

ed on XX XXXXXXXXX 20X X , under Section 3 (1) of the 

Foreshore Act 19 (No.12 of 1933) in respect of the same site for the purpose 

referred to is in force. 

A person authorised under Section 15(1) 

of the Ministers and Secretaries Act 1924 to 

authenticate the Seal of the Minister for 

Agriculture, Food and the Marine. 

P 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLYING TO THIS AQUACULTURE LICENCE 

Licensed Area 

L L The area specified in Schedule I attached ( hectares) (labelled } and 
outlined in red on the map(s) in Schedule I- 

1.2.  The co-ordinates for the site are based on the Irish National Grid Co-ordinate 
System. 

Species, Cultivation and Method Licensed 

2.1. Species to be farmed: Mussels and Oysters 

 

2 9. Method: Bottom Cultur subject to the stoc 
specified in Schedule d attached. 

2.3. The introduction of seed to the site s 
health. 

deployment limits as may be 

ion relating to fish Q 

3 Infrastructure and Site Manaaement 

 

it 

Indemnity 
3.1. The Licensee shall indemni 

officers, servants or agents ag-. 
demands or claims howsoe 
maintenance ny stru 
used in co tion the lic 
of the ri nted er thf 
Minister may ' y I 

eep inde7ithe State, the Minister, his 
s,loage, costs, expenses and any 

n nnection with the construction, 
apparat , equipment, vessel or any other thing 
operation in the licensed area or in the exercise 
k-wd the Licensee shall take such steps as the 

compliance with this condition. 

and responsibility for the upkeep and safety of the site rests 

Maintenance of Structures 
nsure that any equipment is placed within the licensed area only. 

nt of equipment or stock on the foreshore or seashore outside the 
permitted under any circumstances. 

3.4. The Licensee shall obtain the prior approval of the Minister to any proposed material 
change to the plans/drawings or equipment as approved being used during the 
licensing period as maybe specified in Schedule 2 attached. 

3.5. The Licensee shall at all times for the duration of the licence keep all equipment used 
for the purposes of the licensed operations in a good and proper state of repair and 
condition to the satisfaction of the Minister or other competent State authority. 

3.6. The Licensee shall ensure that the ends of each fence in the licensed area legibly bear 
the Aquaculture Licence Number in an indelible weatherproof format. 
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Operational Conduct 
3.7. The Licensee shall conduct its operations in a safe manner and with regard for other 

persons in the area and the environment and shall ensure that the operations are not 
injurious to adjacent lands or the public interest (including the environment) and do 
not interfere with navigation or other lawful activity in the vicinity of the licensed 
area, and shall comply with any lawful directions issued by the Minister and any 
other competent State authority in that regard. 

3.8. The Licensee shall ensure that any aquaculture or other activity conducted under this 
licence does not adversely affect the integrity of the Natum 2000 network (if 
applicable) through the deterioration of natural habitats and the habitats of species 
and/or through disturbance of the species for which the area have been designated 
in so far as such a disturbance may be signiF in relation to the stated 
conservation objectives of the site concerned. 

3.9. If the shellfish are to be harvested using dredlis, the nsee shall ensure that only 

G mussel dredges are used for harvesting t e Wish. 

3.10. The Licensee shall ensure that a sets, portents the all equipment 
used in connection with the licensed e k roperly mai fined. 

3.11. The Licensee shall as s as possiblZ

n th' 

the commencement of this licence 
advise the Department o uantitys laced in the licensed area, the 
approximate date(s) of the e(s) of the seed placed and 
likewise thereafter as and whe furts so aced. 

3.12. The LiA

s 

vise the D artment a~the 31" day of January 20XX and on 
each suing 3 ay of Ja ary for each year during which this licence 

continu rce the quanti f stock harvested in that year and the 
approximates _ :: .n° 

e License I ens at the licensed and adjoining area shall be kept clear of 

O redundant s ture including apparatus and equipment), waste products and 
o 'onal litte r debris and shall make provision for the prompt removal and 
prop sposal such material. If the Licensee refuses or fails to do so, the 
Minist se the said structures, apparatus, equipment or other thing to be 
removed the licensed area restored and shall be entitled to recover from the 
Licensee a simple contract debt in any court of competent jurisdiction all costs 
and expenses incurred by him in connection with the removal and restoration. 

Inspection 
3.14. The licensed area and any equipment, structure, thing, or premises wherever 

situated used in connection with operations carried out in the licensed area shall be 
open for inspection at any time by an authorised person (within the meaning of 
Section 292 of the Fisheries (Consolidation) Act, 1959 (No. 14 1959) (as amended 
by Fisheries Act 1980) (No.1 of 1980), a Sea Fisheries Protection Officer (within 
the meaning of Sea Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006) (No. 8 of 2006) 
or any other person appointed in that regard by the Minister or other competent 
State authority. 



3.15. The Licensee shall give all reasonable assistance to an authorised officer or Sea 
Fisheries Protection Officer or any person duly appointed by any competent State 
authority to enable the person or officer enter, inspect, examine, measure and test 
the licensed area and any equipment, structure, thing or premises used in connection 
with the operations carried out in the licensed area and to take whatever samples 
may be deemed appropriate by that person or officer. 

3.16. The Licensee shall keep and maintain in the State for inspection on demand by the 
Minister or a competent State authority, at all times, records of all operations 
including compliance monitoring and any required follow up action. These records 
shall be produced by the Licensee on demand by the Minister or other competent 
State authority and in any event not later than 24 from the making of that 
demand. 

3.17. The Licensee shall furnish to the Minister o 
form and at the intervals determined 
authority, such information relating the 
determine compliance by the Lice with 
legislation. 

Navigation and Safety 

4.1. The Licensee shall ensure thq 
or near the licensed area in th 
and safety conditions are speci 

it State authority in the 
other competent State 

may be required to 
and applicable 

safety of navigation across 
borne craft. The navigation 

C 

gyration the Licensee shall inform the UK 
location and nature of the site in order that 

e updated. Tel: 00 44 1823337900 Fax: 00 44 
A and the Licensee shall submit proof to the 
date of this licence that the UK Hydrographic 

5. 

undertake and/or partake in annual and other monitoring, in 
ntal monitoring, as directed by the Minister or other competent 

CI Fish Health / Mortality Management / Movement of Fish 

Fish Health Regulations 
6.I. Before the site is stocked the Licensee shall ensure that a Fish Health Authorisation 

under statutory provisions giving effect to Council Directive No. 2006/88/EC, as 
amended, or any other legislative act that replaces that Directive on animal health 
requirements for aquaculture animals and their products and on the prevention and 
control of certain diseases in aquatic animals, is in place. 



Disposal of Mortalities 
6.2. The Licensee shall dispose of dead fish in accordance with the applicable statutory 

provisions and requirements. 

Movement of Fish 
6.3. The Licensee shall comply with any regulation in force governing the movement of 

fish. 

7. Duration, Cessation, Review. Revocation. Amendment, Assignment 

Duration, Cessation 
7.1. This Licence shall remain in force until XX XXXX 20XX and as long as the 

accompanying Foreshore Licence remains in forceA 

Review 
7.2. The Licensee may apply for a review of ;e at at after the expiration of 

-J three years since the granting of the ly its last it in accordance with 
section 70 of the Act. 

Revocation. Amendment 
7.3. Subject to the Act, the MinLster may revoke the licence if:— 

(a) he considers that it is in th 
(b) he is satisfied that there haN

the 
e.g., operating outside the 

(c) the license which 
(d) water ty res r general 

stand, by th inister or 

t10040/.. 
Hof an onition specified in the licence 

ce relatp'is not being properly maintained, 
rformance in the licensed area do not meet the 
w4npetent State authority. 

7.4. is Ltc all a assigned without the prior written consent of the Minister 
nd may no asst wring the period of three years, dating from the 

O mencement enew of this licence, unless the Minister determines that it may 
b ned unde ondition 7(5) or the provisions of condition set out in condition 
7(6) 'es. 

7.5. A Licens o considers that there are exceptional reasons for the assignment of 
the Licenc during the first three years, may apply to the Minister, giving those 
reasons, for a determination that the Licence may be assigned. The Minister may, at 
his discretion, having considered the reasons given by the Licensee, determine 
whether or not the Licence may be assigned. The determination of the Minister in 
this regard is final. 

7.6. Where the Licensee is a company (within the meaning of the Companies Acts) and 
goes into Liquidation (within the meaning of the Companies Acts) in the first three 
years dating from the commencement of the licence, the Liquidator shall, with the 
consent of the Minister, be entitled to assign the licence to enable him to discharge 
any debts of the liquidated company. 

0 



7.7. This licence is issued subject to any order that the High Court may make under 
section 218 of the Companies Act 1963 or otherwise with regard to the assignment of 
this licence. 

8 Fees 

8.1. The Licensee shall pay to the Minister an annual aquaculture licence fee in 
accordance with the Aquaculture (Licence Application and Licence Fees) 
Regulations 1998 (S.I. No. 270/1998) as amended by the Aquaculture (Licence Fees) 
Regulations 2000 (S.I. No. 282 of 2000) or an amount payable under Regulations 
made under section 64 of the Act. 

to pay the aquaculture 8.2. The Minister may revoke the licence where the 
licence fees on demand. 

General Terms and Conditions 

The Licensee shall 
operations. 

Any reference to a statute or to an acm 
(whether specifically nam or not) inclu 
force and all statutory ins s, orders, 
certificates, permissions an ac 
legislation shall remain valid. 

ble to aquaculture C 

3titution of 'the European Union 
amendments or re-enactments in 
regulations, directions, bye-laws, 

h1kr given effect under such 

on in#Whis licence is held to be illegal or 
condition shall be deemed not to form part of 
aemainder of this licence is not affected. 

d all necessary licences, consents, permissions, 
with any activities of the Licensee in connection 

9.5. Withill1krejudic any other remedy under the licence or in law, if the Minister is 
of the thgfie Licensee is in breach of any obligation under this licence, the 
Minister y notice in writing, require that the Licensee rectifies such breach, 
within suc me as is specified by the Minister. The Licensee shall comply with any 
direction of the Minister within the time specified in the notice. 

9.6. Any notice to be given by the Minister may be transmitted through the Post Office 
addressed to the Licensee at the Iast known address of the Licensee. 

9.7. The Licensee shall notify the Department within 7 days of any change in the 
Licensee's address, telephone, e-mail or facsimile number. 

Tax Clearance Certificate 
9.8. During the term of this licence the Licensee shall provide to the Minister on demand 

a current tax clearance certificate. 

7 



Companies and Co-operatives 
9.9. In the event of the licence being granted to a company (within the meaning of the 

Companies Acts), control of the licensee company shall not change in any respect 
from the control of the company as existed on the date that the licence was 
granted so long as this licence shall remain in force save with the prior written 
permission of the Minister. 

9.10. In the event of a licence being granted to a company that has been incorporated 
outside this State, the licensee company shall register with the Companies 
Registration Office within one month of the establishment of a place of business 
in the State or alternatively, within one month of the establishment of a branch of 
the said company in the State and the licensee com any shall submit proof to the 
Department within 14 days of the end of that mon it has been so registered. 

9.11. Where the Licensee is a Company within th Q of the Companies Acts, the 
licensee company shall ensure that it d not me dissolved within the 

O
meaning of the Companies Acts for so this lic shall remain in force. 

9.12. In the event of the licence b anted a society ( he meaning of 
section 2 of the Industrial and rov Soc s (Amendm Act 1978 (No.23 
of 1978) the following conditions shal - 

9.12.1 The rules relating to ership of th iety shall enable any resident of 
the State to become a it where t ident fulfils all the conditions 
laid down by the societ r m i of and the rules shall not lay down 
different c itions for di clan people; 

9.12.2 Th s rely to the soc y as submitted to the Minister before the grant 
o thi nce all not be . ed subsequently other than with the written 

ermissi 

2.3 The ster if he considers it necessary in the interests of good 
manag t of ensed area, direct that an amendment may be made to 
the rules he s ety and the Licensee shall amend the rules in accordance 

ith that d tion. 

9.13. The Lie shall, at the Licensee's own expense, if so required by written 
notice f m the Minister and within three weeks after receipt of such notice or on 
cessation of the licence for any other cause, remove the structures, apparatus, 
equipment or any other thing to the satisfaction of the Minister. If the Licensee 
refuses or fails to do so, the Minister may cause the said structures, apparatus, 
equipment or other thing to be removed and the licensed area restored and shall be 
entitled to recover from the Licensee as a simple contract debt in any court of 
competent jurisdiction all costs and expenses incurred by him in connection with 
the removal and restoration. The Licensee shall such steps as the Minister may 
specify in order to secure compliance with this condition. 

N 
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SCHEDULER 

Schedule l contains: 

o the co-ordinates of the site based on the Irish National Grid Co-ordinate 
System and the area of the site 

C site map(s) 

e a chart showing the location of the site in relation to the surrounding area. 
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I NO. SITE AT LOUGH SWILLY COMONEGAL 

Co-ordinates & Area 

Site T12/037C (17.13 Ha) 

The area seaward of the high water mark and enclosed by a line drawn from Irish 
National Grid Reference point 

231700, 427221 to Irish National Grid Reference point 
232007, 427273 to Irish National Grid Reference point 
232142, 426731 to Irish National Grid Reference point 
231842, 426681 to the first mentioned point. 
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SCHEDULE 2 

• the approved plans and drawing(s) (if applicable) 

1. Bottom Culture (no structures) — therefore, not applicable. 

IR 



SCHEDULE 3 

• Requirements of CL 

That the applicant secures Statutory Sanction from the Commissioner of Irish 
Lights for the aids to navigation that are required and approved by the Marine 
Survey Office. These aids should be in place before the development on the 
site commences. 

• requirements of the MSO / the navigation marking detail. 

• Site to be marked in with a yellow spar with a yellow Ndrews Cross as 
topmark to be located at the north east and south e of the site. 
Topmarks to be visible at all stages of the tide at i two metres above 

12 



SCHEDULE 4 

* the stocking and/or equipment deployment conditions (if applicable). 
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I NO. SITE AT LOUGH SWILLY COMONEGAL 

Co-ordinates & Area 

Site T12/037C (17.13 Ha) 

The area seaward of the high water marl: and enclosed by a line drawn from Irish 
National Grid Reference point 

231700, 427221 to Irish National Grid Reference point 
232007, 427273 to Irish National Grid Reference point 
232142, 426731 to Irish National Grid Reference point 
231842, 426681 to the first mentioned point. 
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;~ Department of ih~o0  Agriculture, 
9 , Food and the Marine 
" An Roinn 

Talmhaiochta, 
Bia agus Mara 

05/12/2017 

To ALAB 

File Ref: See Attached Table 

NOTIFICATION OF MINISTER'S DECISION TO GRANT AND TO REFUSE 
TO GRANT AN AQUACULTURE LICENCE AND A FORESHORE 
LICENCE. 

Dear Ms O'Hara, 

I enclose a copy of the Notice of the Minister's Decision to grant and to refuse to 
grant an Aquaculture Licence to: see attached table which will be advertised in the 
"Donegal Democrat "on Thursday the 07"i  of December 2017. 

Yours sincerely, 

`iJ
AA
~LI~K  

Eileen Maher 
Aquaculture and Foreshore Management Division 
Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine 
National Seafood Centre 
Clonakilty, Cc Cork 
EileenM.Maher@agriculture .gov.ie  
Tel No:023$859505 

An RoinnTalmhalochta. 
Bia agus Mara 
Department of Agriculture, 
Focd and the Marine 
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Reference Number Name Species Decision 

Lough Swilly Shellfish 

T12/37 A 1 Growers Co-Operative 

Society Limited, Mussels Grant Licence 

Station House, Malin 

Road, Carndonagh, Co. 

Donegal. 

Lough Swilly Shellfish 

T12/37 A 2 Growers Co-Operative 

Society Limited, Pacific Oysters Grant Licence 

Station House, Malin 

Road, Carndonagh, Co. 

Donegal. 

Lough Swilly Shellfish 

T12/37 B 1 Growers Co-Operative 

Society Limited, Mussels Grant Licence 

Station House, Malin 

Road, Carndonagh, Co. 

Donegal. 

Lough Swilly Shellfish 

T12/37 B 2 Growers Ca-Operative 

Society Limited, Mussels Grant Licence 

Station House, Malin 

Road, Carndonagh, Co. 

Donegal. 

Lough Swilly Shellfish 

T12/37 B 3 Growers Co-Operative 

Society Limited, Pacific Oysters Grant Licence 

Station House, Malin 

Road, Carndonagh, Co. 

Donegal. 

Lough Swilly Shellfish 

T12/37 B 4 Growers Co-Operative Pacific Oysters Grant Licence 

Society Limited, 

Station House, Malin 

Road, Carndonagh, Co. 

Donegal. 

Lough Swilly Shellfish 

T12/37 C Growers Co-Operative 

Society Limited, Pacific Oysters & Grant Licence 

Station House, Malin Mussels 

Road, Carndonagh, Co. 

Donegal. 

Patrick Shovelin, 

T12/297 Clondallon, Pacific Oysters Refuse Licence 

Rathmullan, 

Co. Donegal 

Hannigan Fish Trading 

T12/311 Ltd, Pacific Oysters Refuse Licence 

Fintra Road, 

Killybegs, 

Co. Done,-al 

Alan O'Sullivan, 

T12/343 103 Baliymacool Wood, Pacific Oysters Grant Licence 

Letterkenny, 

Co. Donegal 
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CALLING ALL NURSES, MIDWIVES, STUDENT NURSES 
& CARE ASSISTANTS NATIONWIDE 

• Do you want to work In a  less stressful  work environment? 

• Do you wish to have flexible hours and be in charge of your own work schedule? 

• Do you just want to make a few extra cure for the holidays or something special? 

• Try out a Hospltal/Worksite with agency shifts through Nurse on Call before committing 
to a permanent position. 

• Do you want to be able to work around family life and work when It suits you? 

• Do you want to reduce your working hours but wish to keep your skills up? 

WORK THIS WEEK—GET PAID NEXT WEEK 

Pick and choose your own hours, work as much or as little as you like. 
HSE Qualification/Location Allowances & Senior Staff Nurse Rate Payable. 

Fast track registration. 

Work Available Now for RGNs, RCNs, RMs, RPNs and RNIDs. 
New Graduates and Nunes returning to work also very welcome 

Student Nunes/Midwives & Care Assistants (retac Level S or In the process of attaining) 

Huge Variety of Nursing Work Available - from HSE, DATHS & Private Hospitals to less Acute 
Care environments such as Care of the Elderly, ID Services and HSE Home Care 

INTERVIEW TIMES & DATES-  

Galway: Grey otrice Park Galway Retail Park - 

Twmsday 05th December and Tuesday 19th December Isom 10am until 3.30pm 

Sligo: Clayton lintel, Qerion Road -Wednesday 06th December from team until 3.30pm. 

Letterkenny: Radimon Hotel, Letterkenny !Retail Paik -Thursday 07th December from 10am until 3.30pm. 

For agency shins In University Hospital Galway aW Medin Park University Hospital, Sligo Regional HmpRAI 
Lottarkenny Univonuy I{ospital, Llayo General Hospital, Pcrutatcuia Hospital, Roscommon courtly Hospital & 
omar locations in the wait 

For more Information, please call 091511412 (press 3) or email your CV to 

.interviewer,Pnursf-'oncall.ic Checkout our website-  www.nurseoncall.le 

Farm Machinery & 
Equipment Situations Vacant 
WANTEDI TRACTORS, Dig- 
gets & Telehandlers in ell 

Supporting You, Building Communities 
conditions - All Makes and 
Models lot Esportmg and 
Breaking. Top Prices Part 
Nationwide Collection. Tal 
UK. e(94781a152:67 RC)I 
oaa 278 aola wwwweb:ry' 
I+aM asanddiggets tom Inl- INVESTORS Silver 

ape Izk Iradnis'7hotmail cam IN PEOPLE 

Planning Notices 
Apex Housing Association provides housing, care and 
support for the needs of the whole community in a variety 

C 
 DONEGAL

COUNCIL IL 
 

Yytf of setting' across N. Ireland. Full details of all vacancies 
are available at www.spex.org.uk  

(imt;klirra(Crtliagca - -- - - - - - --- 

Housekeeper 

I r,turh Mccnmc am Apph • Fortwell Place, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal 
ing to Iomcral!"minty fours• 
ell rnr I'lanntnp rcrmi,,,,,, Permanent Post: i x 15 hours per week & Reserve List 
hi Noun Ihtmettic Garapc m Salary: 11617,797 annum rota per pro 
72 Shni: Lcaguc Avcnuc 

I amok in die iowtiland or  
I amok tlrpa Wollarc`I. Application forms can be completed online at: vvww.apex.org  uk 
to Ikmcgal Ttus alq+tics• or a hard copy requested by sending a large stamped addressed 
lion may he myswicl of run- envelope with 4s.65 postage (An Post stamps) lo- Personnel 8 tluwd at a I= not cucciin, Training Dept, Apex, to Butcher Street, Deny-Londonderry, BTpa 6HL dic reammahlc cost of mak 
ing a cony at chhccs td quoting the job title and location. If you tequite any fuithet details, 

Aut 
 

dK Planning Autlwnty floc lease contact the Personnel Department on + p p 44 (a)ae 7130  4e89. 
uca {'uhli: Droning Iltmrs ilr Closing date for applications: Wednesday, =oth December 2017. 
the I'lanni. Autlumq  
tbuntyllousc.lsun SO  Ape& is anfea Oppartunitytmplern and w■icores allapplkattan 
mans Of uhacts ,; in htnpectiveofsendet.macttals ans. taulystato+rourta.strHhCru  r 

 
,q►,

Mallonon 
fit. ttr»Ikrrcomm■ndy. lidill ticsullpm:m

seualtnlenUuon.ditanuayornemnrthrpol 

may he madc in the Planning e  
Authority in wnung on ray 
mcni cal 29 1=1 anlun 3 
WeAt t+cainning tin Ilw dlatc 
Of nxcirt of Itic arrluattim 

❑ 

■ 
www.apex.org.uk  

1Mea,r, IerraYwhitma ■•awa,t■rrr■.exr orn guotwmT, at 

Call 074 97 40160 Classifieds 
FISHERIES (AMENDMENT) ACT. 1997 (NO. 23) FORESHORE ACT, 1933 
(NO, 12) NOTICE OF DECISION TO GRANT AND REFUSE TO GRANT 
AQUACULTURE AND FORESHORE LICENCES, 

The Minister for Agriculture. Food and the Marino has decided to grant/refuse Aquaculture and 
Foreshore Licences to the following in the table below in Lough Swilly, Co. Donegal: 

Lough Swilly Shellfish Growers Co-Operativo 
T12/37 A 1 Society Limited, Station House. Malin Road. Mussels Grant Licence 

Carndonagh, Co Donegal. 

Lough Swilly Shellfish Growers Co-Operative 
T12/37 A 2 Society Limited. Station House. Malin Road, Pacific Oysters Grant Licence 

Carndonagh, Co. Donegal. 

Lough Swilly Shellfish Growers Co-Operative 
T12/37 B 1 Society Limited, Station House, Malin Road, Mussels Grant Licence 

Carndonagh, Co. Donegal. 

Lough Swilly Shellfish Growers Co-Operative 
T12/37 B 2 Society Limited, Station House, Malin Road. Mussels Grant Licence 

Carndonagh, Co. Donegal. 

Lough Swilly Shellfish Growers Co-Operative 
T12/37 B 3 Society Limited, Station House, Malin Road. Pacific Oysters Grant Licence 

Carndonagh, Co. Donegal. 

Lough Swilly Shellfish Growers Co-Operative 
T12/37 B 4 Society Limited. Station House. Malin Road. Pacific Oysters Grant Licence 

Carndonagh. Co. Donegal. 

Lough Swilly Shellfish Growers Co-Operative 
Pacific Oysters T12/37 C Society Limited, Station House. Malin Road, 
&Mussels 

Grant Licence 
Carndonagh, Co. Donegal. 

T12/297 
Patrick Shovelin, Clondallon, Rathmullan, 

Pacific Oysters Refuse Licence Co. Donegal, 

T12/311 
Hannigan Fish Trading Ltd, Fintra Road, 

Pacific Oysters Refuse Licence Killybegs, Co. Donegal. 

T12/343 Alan O'Sullivan, 103 Ballymacool Wood. 
Pacific Oysters Grant Licence Letterkenny. Co. Donegal, 

The reasons for this decision are elaborated on the Department's website at: 

htlpJ/www anriruRtiro.gov.ie/seafnnd/aouacultureforeshnremananement/atauacUltumlicenslnn/  
aauactilturetiir_encndectstrns/donegaI 

An appeal against the Aquaculture Licence decision may be made In writing• within one month of 
the date of its publication. to THE AQUACULTURE LICENCES APPEALS BOARD, Kilminchy Court, 
Portlao{se, Co. Lac'is, by completing the Notice of Appeal Application Form available from the Board, 
phone 057 86 31912, e-mail  info r; alab,ie  or website at  httnJ/www.asab.ie/  
A person may question the validity of the Foreshore Licence determination by way of an application 
for judicial review. under Order 84 of the Rules of the Superior Court (SI No. 15 of 1986) Practical 
information on the review mechanism can be obtained from the Citizens Information Board at. 
htto.//www.cttizensinformationboard.ie/ 
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Situations Vacant 

Ronal bunscoile 
Rdnai bunscoile pairtaimsire (3 la, 12 

n-uair in aghaidh na seachtaine) de 
dhith i nGaelscoil Eirne, Fearann an 

Bhaile, Beal Atha Seanaidh, Co Dhtin 
na nGall ag tosnti ar 15/1/2018. 

N1 m6 don td a choapfar a bhcith liofa sa Ghaeilge. Sheadh 
taithl a blicati ag obair mar rtinai bunscoile Ina chabliair don tit 
a cheapfar. Beidh an r6nal ag obair fool stitilr an phriomhoide. 

Td and scileanna bainistiochta oifige, and scileanna cumars3ide, 
and scileanna oagr6c]Wn do dhith don phost. Ni m6 don td 
a dteapfar a blteith dbalta obair go neamhsple6ch as a stuaim 
f6in agus mar chuid do fhoireann.Td colas agus taithl in usdid 
no toicneolalochta riachtanach don phosi.74 colas ar buiseadti 
do dhith chomh maith. Bhoadh tuiscint ag an td a cheopfar ar an 
tdbhacht a Ithaincann le rtindacht agus le bheith discrbideach 
agus 611 i mbun a c(h)uid dualgaisl. 

Beidh an coapadtbin ag braith ar ghrinnfhiosrtichdin an 
nGardal agus ar sheicedil teistbimbireachial. Beidh tr6imhso 
ceiuhre mhf ann don phromadlt. 

Scol do litir iarrtais, C.V agus chip do do theastais chuig: 

An Cathaoirleach, Gaelscoil Orno, Fearann an Bhalle, 
mal Atha scansidh, Co.0ltiin na nGall 

rolmh 22112/2017. 

Y1fbL1NrA9rlttllt tILf1,9QY,lg 
y (a agriculture-is 

Situations Vacant 

Electrician Required 

Due to high grovrth and rapid expansion 
we are now seeking a Qualified Electrician 

for the Donegal area 

Great Terms and conditions of the 
right candidate. 

Starting salary E30,000 + per year 

Please send you CV to: 

Box No 222 
Donegal Democrat, Quay Street, 

Donegal Town, Co. Donegal 
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■ Marine Institute 
Foray as Mara 

Appropriate Assessment of Aquaculture and Fisheries in Lough 

Swilly SAC and SPA 

Marine Institute 

Version -May 2013 
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Preface 

In Ireland, the implementation of the Habitats Directive in relation to certain fisheries and aquaculture activities 

that occur within designated sites is achieved through Article 6(3) of the Directive whereby such activities, which 

are licenced by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) or Department of Communications, 

Energy and Natural Resources (DCENR), are viewed as plans and projects and are therefore subject to 

Appropriate Assessment (AA). The Habitats Directive is transposed in Ireland in the European Communities 

(Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011. Appropriate assessments are currently carried out against the 

conservation objectives (COs), and more specifically on the version of the COs that are available at the time of 

the Assessment, for designated ecological features, within the site, as defined by the National Parks and Wildlife 

Service (NPWS). NPWS are the competent authority for the management of Natura 2000 sites in Ireland. 

Obviously, aquaculture and fishing operations existed in coastal areas prior to the designation of such areas 

under the Directives. Ireland is thereby assessing both existing and proposed aquaculture and fishing activities 

in such sites. This is an incremental process, as agreed with the EU Commission in 2009, and will eventually 

cover all fishing and aquaculture activities in all Natura 2000 sites. 

The process of identifying existing and proposed activities and submitting these for assessment is, in the case of 

fisheries, outlined in SI 34612009. Here, the industry or the Minister may bring forward fishing proposals or plans 

which become subject to assessment. These so called Fishery Natura Plans (FNPs) may simply be descriptions 

of existing activities or may also include modifications to activities that mitigate, prior to the assessment, 

perceived effects to the ecology of a designated feature in the site. In the case of aquaculture DAMF receives 

applications to undertake such activity and submits a set of applications, at a defined point in time, for 

assessment. The FNPs and aquaculture applications are then subject to AA. If the AA finds that significant 

effects of such activities cannot be discounted the plans or projects will need to be mitigated further if such 

activities are to continue. The AA is not explicit on how this mitigation should be achieved but rather the degree 

of mitigation required. In effect, therefore, the AA is a 'point in time' assessment of fishing and aquaculture 

activities to determine if they are consistent with COs for designated features within a Natura site and thereby 

compliant with the Directives. 

This report is structured such that the summary, conclusions and recommendations from the assessments of 

fisheries and aquaculture activities in Lough Swilly on SAC and SPA features are provided in the first part of this 

report while the full assessments on the SAC and the SPA are provided in Annex 1 and 2, respectively. The 

Fishery Natura Plan for Native Oysters in Lough Swilly is provided in Annex 3. The information used in the 

preparation of this report is based on information provided by Department of Agriculture Food and Marine 

(Aquaculture licences and the spatial database held by DAFM), National Parks and Wildlife Service 

(Conservation Objectives and spatial extent of habitats), Bord lascaigh Mara (Industry Profiling) and Lough Swilly 

Wild Oyster Society Ltd (Fishery Natura Plan). 
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Summary SAC Considerations 

Conservation Objectives 

• Lough Swilly in Donegal is designated as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) under the Habitats 

Directive. The area is designated due to the presence of priority habitats, namely Estuaries, Coastal 

Lagoons, Atlantic Salt Meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae) and Old Sessile oak woods with 

Ilex and Blechnum in the British Isles, and species (Otter, Lutra lutra) as listed in the Habitats Directive. 

The qualifying interest of Estuaries' supports six different sedimentary communities-Fine Sand 

Community Complex, Intertidal Mixed Sediments with Polychaetes, Subtidal Mixed Sediment with 

Polychaetes and Bivalves, Muddy Fine Sand with Thyasira flexuosa, Mud Community Complex and 

Ostrea edulis Dominated Community 

• Conservation Objectives for these habitats and species were identified by NPWS (2011 a) and relate to 

the requirement to maintain habitat distribution, structure and function as defined by characterizing 

(dominant) species in these habitats. For designated species the objective is to maintain various 

attributes of the populations including population size, cohort structure and the distribution of the species 

in the Lough. 

Assessment of impact of aquaculture and fishing activities 

• There is a range of aquaculture and fishing activities in the Lough. The main aquaculture activity is the 

bottom culture of mussels and oysters, while the suspended culture of oysters (bag and trestle) also 

occurs. The profile of the aquaculture industry in the Lough, used in this assessment, is derived from 

the list of licence applications received by DAFM and provided to the MI for assessment in April 2012. 

NPWS (2011b) provide guidance on interpretation of the Conservation Objectives which are in effect 

management targets for habitats and species in the Lough. 

• Some activities are deemed to be inconsistent with long term maintenance of certain sensitive habitats 

while other habitats can tolerate a range of activities. For the practical purpose of management a 15% 

threshold of overlap between a disturbing activity and a habitat is given in the guidance and below which 

such disturbance will be deemed non-significant. Disturbance is defined as that which leads to a 

change in the distribution of habitat or a change in the characterizing species of the habitat (which may 

indicate change in structure and function). o 

• The following activities were deemed to be disturbing- 

Mussel Bottom Culture: 

• This aquaculture type (licensed and applications) overlaps all of the six different community types found 

within the qualifying interest of Lough Swilly SAC. Considering the range of impacts identified 

(Biodeposition, Physical disturbance, Monoculture, Introduction of non-native species) and the persistent 

nature of the culture method, this activity is considered disturbing to all of the sedimentary habitats 

within the Lough. Alone this activity overlaps more than 15% of three of the communities (Subtidal 

Mixed Sediment with Polychaetes and Bivalves community-32.1%, Muddy Fine Sand with Thyasira 

flexuosa community-16.1°x, Ostrea edulis dominated community-26.5%) and is therefore deemed to 

have a significantly disturbing effect on these communities. 
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Oyster Bottom Culture: 

• This aquaculture type (applications) overlaps three of the six different community types found within the 

qualifying interest of Lough Swilly SAC. Considering the range of impacts identified (listed above) and 

the persistent nature of the culture method, this activity is considered disturbing. 

Oyster Suspended Culture: 

• This aquaculture type (applications) overlaps five of the six different community types found within the 

qualifying interest of Lough Swilly SAC. This culture method was deemed disturbing (Biodeposition, 

Physical disturbance, Introduction of non-native species) on one of the five communities on which it 

occurs i.e. Ostrea edulis dominated community. The primary reason for this assessment is that the 

characterising species O. edulis which is considered sensitive to a range of activities and it must be 

afforded protection as if it were a biogenic structure (similar to eel grass or mearl). The structures used 

for the culture of C. gigas and activity associated with it will also likely prevent the active management of 

the habitat type. 

O Oyster & Mussel Bottom Culture: 

• This aquaculture type (licensed) overlaps all of the six different community types found within the 

qualifying interest of Lough SAC. Considering the range of impacts identified (listed above) and the 

persistent nature of the culture method, this activity is considered disturbing on all of the sedimentary 

habitats within the Lough. Alone this activity overlaps more than 15% of three of the communities (Fine 

sand community complex-19%, Subtidal Mixed Sediment with Polychaetes and Bivalves-18.1 °"o, Muddy 

Fine Sand with Thyasira flexuosa community-48%) and is therefore deemed to have a significantly 

disturbing effect on these communities. 

Existing (licensed) activities (19.140,10-51.26%) exceed the threshold value (15040) in four of the six community 

types present (Table 1). For the two other habitat types, the individual aquaculture activities considered as 

disturbing do not overlap the community types at a significant level (>15%) but at the spatial overlap of approx. 

12010 which approaches the 15% threshold. However, when these disturbing activities (licensed and applications) 

are combined the level of overlap on individual communities is, in all cases, above the accepted threshold 

(>150Y'0). The combined spatial overlap of activities (licensed, applications), considered disturbing, on individual 

a community types range from 18.70/'o to 63.72% (Table 1). All values exceed the 15% guideline threshold for 

spatial overlap with habitats (NPWS 2011). Therefore, in-combination the overlap of these activities is not 

consistent with the COs for the following community types: 

• Fine sand community complex 

• Intertidal mixed sediment with polychaetes 

• Mud community complex 

• Muddy fine sand with Thyasira flexuosa 

• Ostrea edulis dominated community 

• Subtidal Mixed sediment with polychaetes and bivalves 
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Summary SPA Considerations 

Conservation objectives 

• The Special Conservation Interests (SCls) of the Lough Swilly SPA include breeding populations of 

Black-headed Gull, Common Tern and Sandwich Tern and non-breeding populations of Whooper 

Swan, Greenland White-fronted Goose, Greylag Goose, Shelduck, Wigeon, Teal, Mallard, Shoveler, 

Scaup, Goldeneye, Red-breasted Merganser, Great Crested Grebe, Grey Heron, Coot, Oystercatcher, 

Knot, Dunlin, Curlew, Greenshank, Redshank, and Common Gull. 

• The conservation objectives for the Black-headed Gull, Sandwich Tern and Common Tern breeding 

populations at Lough Swilly are to maintain their favourable conservation condition, which are defined 

by there being no significant decline in the abundance of the breeding population, the productivity rate 

and the distribution of breeding colonies. 

• The conservation objectives for the non-breeding SCI species Lough Swilly are to maintain their 

favourable conservation condition, which are defined by there being stable or increasing long-term 

population trends and no significant decrease in numbers or range of areas used within Lough Swilly. 

• The wetland habitats within Lough Swilly SPA and the waterbirds that utilise this resource are an 

additional SCI (the wetlands and water birds SCI). The conservation objective for this SCI is to 

maintain its favourable conservation condition, which is defined by there being no significant decrease 

in the permanent area occupied by subtidal, intertidal, supratidal and lagoon and associated habitats 

Assessment of impact of aquactilture and fishing activities 

• Most of the analyses of the likely impacts of activities covered in the assessment are based on 

calculations of spatial overlap between the SCI species distribution and the spatial extent of the 

activities. These analyses focus on distribution patterns of feeding, or potentially feeding birds, as the 

main potential impacts will be to the availability and/or quality of feeding habitat, although assessment 

of potential impacts on roosting birds is also included, where relevant. The distribution of waterbird 

species that mainly feed in deep subtidal waters have been analysed using data from the Irish Wetland 

Bird Survey (I-WeBS) counts of Lough Swilly (mainly using data from 2006/07-2010/11). The 

distribution of waterbird species that mainly feed in intertidal and/or shallow subtidal waters has mainly 

been analysed using the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) Baseline Waterbird Survey 

(BWS) low tide counts (carried out in 2009/10). Maps of flock locations from the NPWS BWS low tide 

counts and descriptions of waterbird distribution in Sheppard (2002)' and NPWS (2011)` have also 

been used to interpret the patterns derived from these analyses. 

• There are three SCI species listed for their breeding populations. While the location of the breeding 

colony is known, there is no detailed information available on the distribution of foraging birds from the 

breeding colony. Therefore, we have not been able to carry out detailed distributional analyses for 

these species. 

' Sheppard, R. (2002). The wintering waterbirds of Lough Swilly, County Donegal. Irish Birds, 7, 65-78. 
NPWS (2011). Lough Swilly Special Protection Area (Site Code 4075). Version 1.Conservation Objectives Supporting 

Document. 
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• The methodology identifies potentially significant impacts as those that will cause displacement of 5% 

or more of the total Lough Swilly population of a non-breeding SCI species. 

• Whooper Swan, Greenland White-fronted Goose, Greylag Goose and Coot were screened out from 

appropriate assessment because they do not have any significant spatial overlap with any of the 

activities being assessed. 

• The Conservation Objectives define the favourable conservation condition of the wetlands and 

waterbirds SCI at Lough Swilly purely in terms of habitat area. None of the activities being assessed 

will cause any change in the extents of subtidal, intertidal, supratidal and lagoon habitats. Therefore, 

the activities being assessed are not likely to have any significant impact on this SCI and it has been 

screened out from any further assessment. 

Mussel bottom culture 

Within the Lough Swilly SPA there are currently seven sites licensed (covering 512 ha) and another 13 

applications (covering 549 ha) pending for mussel bottom culture. There are also an additional three sites 

licensed (covering 1174 ha) for the bottom culture of mussels and oysters together. The key aspects of this 

activity in relation to potential impacts on SCI species are. - 

• Collection of mussel seed 

• Ongrowing of mussel seed in nursery areas mainly in the intertidal 

• Further ongrowing of mussels in subtidal waters 

• Harvesting of mussels 

Collection of mussel seed 

• The seed mussel harvesting operations will not result in a net reduction in mussel availability and are 

not likely to cause reduced food availability for Scaup and Goldeneye (the two SCI species that may 

feed on subtidal mussels). The seed mussel harvesting takes place over a short period of time so any 

disturbance impacts will be of short duration and will not affect the availability of resources in this area. 

Therefore, there are no potentially significant impacts that are likely to arise from seed mussel 

harvesting. 

Ongrowing of mussel in the intertidal and subtidal zones 

• Ongrowing of mussels in intertidal and subtidal zones may cause changes in the physical structure of 

the habitat, and is considered disturbing to the intertidal biotopes affected, due to extirpation of the 

characteristic infaunal species from the area covered by mussels, and, in some cases, the sensitivity of 

characteristic species to organic enrichment, smothering and/or physical disturbance from dredging. 

Ongrowing of mussels in the subtidal zone may also reduce demersal fish populations although this 

response of fish populations is uncertain. 

• Six of the intertidal and shallow subtidal SCI species at Lough Swilly can be considered potentially 

sensitive to mussel ongrowing: Shelduck, Wigeon, Teal, Mallard, Shoveler and Dunlin. Assuming that 
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there is 100% occupancy of the mussel bottom culture plots, and that birds are uniformly distributed 

through suitable habitat, significant displacement of Shelduck, Shoveler and Dunlin could occur although 

its likelihood is probably low. There is some evidence that Dunlin may, in fact have a positive 

association with mussel beds. 

• Ongrowing of mussels in the subtidal zone is likely to have positive impacts on Scaup and Goldeneye by 

increasing their food supply. However, it may reduce food resources for fish-eating species depending 

on how fish species respond to increased mussel cover on the seabed. This could result in significant 

displacement impacts to Red-breasted Merganser and Great Crested Grebe. However, the existence of 

alternative prey resources (pelagic fish) suggests that displacement is probably unlikely to occur. 

• Ongrowing of mussels in subtidal waters could have significant impacts on prey resources of Common 

Tern, potentially causing reduced productivity and, if continued over a period of years, reduced 

abundance of the breeding colony. Sandwich Tern prey resources are less likely to be significantly 

affected, but the reliability of this conclusion is low. 

• Husbandry activity at high tide associated with ongrowing of mussel seed in intertidal nursery areas, the 

relaying of the seed mussels, the dredging of the seed mussels following ongrowing, the relaying of the 

mussels into subtidal waters and stock movements during ongrowing all have the potential to cause 

disturbance impacts to species in the subtidal zone. However, these activities will only occur for short 

periods of time, and will only affect limited areas of habitat at any one time, so any disturbance impacts 

will be of short duration and will not affect the availability of habitat and food resources. 

Harvesting of mussels 

• Mussel harvesting will result in the removal of mussel biomass that would otherwise have been available 

for birds to feed on. This could affect SCI species that feed on mussels (Scaup, Goldeneye, 

Oystercatcher, Knot and Common Gull). However, this mussel biomass has been produced by 

aquaculture. Where the mussels have been cultivated from seed mussels from the Irish Sea Fishery, 

this represents a net input into the system during the cultivation period. Where the mussels have been 

cultivated from seed mussels from the local seed area, the cultivation will have increased the biomass 

that would have been produced by this seed mussel resulting in a net increase in food availability during 

the cultivation period. It will also have made it available to the intertidally feeding species, and dispersed 

it more widely thereby reducing potential food limitation due to competitive effects. The biomass is not 

all removed during the harvest season so the food resources will always be available to some degree. 

Therefore, there are no potentially significant impacts of mussel biomass removal on SCI species 

resulting from the harvesting of mussels. 

• Mussel harvesting will cause disturbance impacts to SCI species that use deep subtidal waters. While 

this activity may occur throughout the year it will only affect limited areas of habitat at any one time, so 

any disturbance impacts will be of short duration and will not affect the availability of resources in this 

area. Therefore, there are no potentially significant disturbance impacts that are likely to arise from the 

harvesting of mussels in subtidal waters. 
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Oyster bottom culture 

This activity involves the bottom culture of both native and Pacific oysters. Within the Lough Swilly SPA there are 

currently two applications (covering 280 ha) pending for oyster bottom culture. There are also an additional three 

sites licensed (covering 1174 ha) for the bottom culture of mussels and oysters together. The key aspects of this 

activity in relation to potential impacts on SCI species are: - 

• A nursery phase in the intertidal zone 

• Further ongrowing of oysters in subtidal waters 

• Harvesting of oysters 

The nursery, ongrowing and harvesting of oysters and the stock movements during ongrowing has the potential 

to cause disturbance impacts to SCI species that use deep subtidal waters. However, these activities will only 

occur for short periods of time, and will only affect limited areas of habitat at any one time, so any disturbance 

impacts will be of short duration and will not affect the availability of resources in this area. Therefore, there are 

no potentially significant disturbance impacts that are likely to arise from the growing and harvesting of oysters in 

subtidal waters. 

Nursery phase in the intertidal zone 

The nursery phase in the intertidal zone involves trestles and/or BST longlines in areas licensed for suspended 

culture, which are in separate areas, outside the oyster bottom culture plots (see below). No activities associated 

with oyster bottom culture will occur within the intertidal zones of the oyster bottom culture plots. 

Ongrowing of oysters in subtidal waters 

The areas used for oyster bottom culture will generally be below the lowest astronomical tide, so SCI species that 

only feed in shallow subtidal habitat are unlikely to be affected. 

Ongrowing of oysters in subtidal waters is considered disturbing to the subtidal biotopes affected, due to the 

sensitivity of some of the characteristic species to organic enrichment, smothering and/or physical disturbance 

from dredging. Therefore, it could potentially have negative impacts on two SCI species (Scaup and Goldeneye) 

that feed on benthic invertebrates in deep subtidal waters. The distribution patterns and habitat usage of 

Goldeneye in Lough Swilly mean that they do not show any significant overlap with the areas potentially affected 

by this activity. Assuming that there is 100% occupancy of the oyster bottom culture plots, and that birds are 

uniformly distributed through suitable habitat, there is potential for the ongrowing of oysters in subtidal waters to 

cause significant displacement impacts to Scaup, due to either a reduction in the suitability of existing mussel 

beds as feeding habitat, or through impacts to other benthic invertebrates that they feed on. However, it should 

be noted that the assumption of a negative response of this species to subtidal oyster cover is a precautionary 

assumption in the absence of clear evidence about the nature of its response. 

It is considered unlikely that ongrowing of oysters in subtidal waters would impact negatively on fishes as the 

oysters, along with shell 'hash', provides a low relief habitat that will increase general heterogeneity in overall 

structure and which has been shown to increase diversity and abundance of fish species. Therefore, there are 

unlikely to be negative impacts on food resources for the mainly fish-eating SCI species (Red-breasted 

Merganser, Great Crested Grebe, Sandwich Tern and Common Tern). 
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Harvesting of oysters 

Oyster harvesting will result in the removal of oyster biomass that would otherwise have been available for birds 

to feed on. However, there are no SCI species at Lough Swilly that are likely to feed on oysters in subtidal 

waters. 

Suspended oyster culture 

There are two methods of suspended oyster culture in Lough Swilly: bags and trestles in intertidal habitat and 

BST longlines in subtidal habitat. Within the Lough Swilly SPA there are currently three sites (comprising five 

plots) licensed for suspended oyster culture and three applications covering a total area of 118 ha. 

Suspended oyster culture causes a significant physical alteration to the structure of intertidal and subtidal habitat 

through the placement of physical structures (oyster trestles or poles and longlines) in the habitat and may also 

cause impacts to benthic invertebrates through sedimentation and eutrophication. It may also cause impacts to 

waterbirds through disturbance associated with husbandry activities. 

Based on previous research six of the intertidal and shallow subtidal SCI species at Lough Swilly can be 

considered potentially sensitive to negative impacts from intertidal oyster culture using trestles: Shelduck, 

Wigeon, Teal, Mallard, Shoveler, Knot, and Dunlin. However, the distribution patterns and habitat usage of these 

species in Lough Swilly mean that they do not show any significant overlap with the areas potentially affected by 

this activity. 

By analogy with suspended mussel culture (see below) subtidal oyster culture using BST longlines is considered 

unlikely to cause impacts to the predominantly fish-eating SCI species (Red-breasted Merganser, Great Crested 

Grebe, Sandwich Tern and Common Tern). The distribution patterns and habitat usage of other two SCI species 

that feed in deep subtidal habitat (Scaup and Goldeneye) mean that they do not show any significant overlap with 

the areas potentially affected by this activity. 

Suspended mussel culture 

There is a single site licensed for suspended mussel culture in the Lough Swilly SPA. This site contains one plot 

of 12 ha located in subtidal habitat in the Rathmullan subsite. 

Previous work indicates that suspended mussel culture may increase the abundance of fish, and a detailed study 

found no evidence of adverse impacts from suspended mussel culture on fish-eating bird species. Therefore, 

subtidal mussel culture using longlines is unlikely to cause impacts to Red-breasted Merganser, Great Crested 

Grebe, Sandwich Tern and Common Tern. The distribution patterns and habitat usage of other two SCI species 

that feed in deep subtidal habitat (Scaup and Goldeneye) mean that they do not show any significant overlap with 

the areas potentially affected by this activity. 

The Fishery Natura Plan for native oysters 

The objective of the Fishery Natura Plan (FNP) is to develop a sustainable fishery for native oysters in Lough 

Swilly. The key aspects in relation to potential impacts on SCI species are: - 
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• Development of a spawning reserve, a cultch area and a cultch control area 

Y Fishing native oysters and Pacific oysters with dredges 

Development of a spawning reserve, a cultch area and a cultch control area 

The Fishery Natura Plan for native oysters (FNP) proposes the creation of a spawning reserve, a cultch area and 

a cultch control area, all within the Ballybegly subsite. The spawning reserve (55 ha) will be closed to fishing. 

Pacific oysters will be removed, by dredging, from the reserve and mature native oysters (>55 mm) will be 

transplanted into the reserve. Mussel and oyster shell will be deposited in the cultch area (50.5 hectares) and 

Pacific oysters will be removed from the cultch and cultch control areas. 

The FNP will result in an increase in oyster density in the spawning reserve and an increase in the cover of both 

dead shells and live oysters in the cultching area. The cultch control area is an area that will be left unaltered as a 

comparison and will have no impact on habitat structure or benthic fauna. It seems likely that the responses of 

species to oyster cover (compared to open mud/sandflats) will be similar to their responses to mussel cover. 

Therefore, the SCI species that may be negatively affected by increased oyster cover in the intertidal and/or 

shallow subtidal zones are considered to be Shelduck, Wigeon, Teal, Mallard, Shoveler and Dunlin. Of these 

species, only Dunlin occurs in significant numbers within the Ballybegly subsite. While crude calculations of 

spatial overlap indicates a potential displacement effect close to the threshold level for significance, 

considerations of their patterns of habitat usage in relation to the likely magnitude of change in habitat structure 

indicate that the spawn reserve and cultching area are unlikely to cause significant impacts to the Lough Swilly 

Dunlin population. 

Work from the Wadden Sea has indicated that there may be reduced densities of mussel-feeding birds on oyster 

beds compared to mussel beds. However, based on the known distribution of mussel beds, the distribution of 

Oystercatcher flocks during the NPWS BWS low tide counts, and the likely low numbers/infrequent occurrence of 

Knot in this subsite, it seems unlikely that the potential reduced suitability of existing mussel beds for mussel-

feeding species in the intertidal zone will cause significant displacement impacts to any SCI species. 

The potential impacts of habitat alteration of the spawning reserve and the cultching area on SCI species in the 

subtidal zone will be similar to those from bottom culture of oysters (see above). Therefore, the species that may 

v be negatively affected by increased oyster cover in the subtidal zone are Scaup and Goldeneye. Neither of these 

species occur in significant numbers within the Ballybegly subsite. 

Fishing native oysters and Pacific oysters with dredges 

Fishing will occur in areas where Pacific oysters comprise more than 50% of all oysters; and in areas with 

densities of native oysters > 0.25 m"z  where < 70% are juveniles. During its first year of operation, the FNP will 

potentially result in fishing of 465 ha of intertidal habitat, mainly in the Ballybegly, Ray and Shellfield subsites, and 

377 ha of subtidal habitat, mainly in the Ballybegly, Blanket Nook, Castle Shanaghan, Leannan Estuary and Ray 

subsites (referred to as the FNP dredging zone). The area fished for Pacific oysters are expected to decrease 

during the lifetime of the FNP, but the areas fished for native oysters may increase, if the FNP is successful. 

There is an existing oyster fishery in Lough Swilly, since the 181h  century at least. The degree to which the fishing 

proposed in the FNP would represent intensification or reduction in fishing activity, and/or changes in the spatial 

area fished, is not known. However, dredging for Pacific oyster in the last few years has been of a fairly intense 

nature, particularly in certain areas. 



Dredging for oysters represents a physical surface and sub-surface pressure and the characterising species of 

the affected biotopes are deemed fragile and therefore have a degree of intolerance to dredging but the 

recoverability of these species is generally likely to be moderate or high. It is considered unlikely that oyster 

dredging has any significant mortality effect on other bivalves but tube building polychaetes could be damaged. 

The direct impacts of dredging may, therefore, affect food resources for waterbirds that feed on benthic 

invertebrates. In addition dredging may affect demersal fish populations, thereby affecting the SCI species that 

mainly feed on fish. 

Fishing will coincide with the main period that the non-breeding waterbirds are using these areas. Therefore, 

even a temporary reduction in the availability of benthic invertebrates could cause displacement of waterbirds. 

Therefore, the potential impact on waterbirds will depend upon the actual spatial and temporal extent and 

intensity of the fishery and the speed of recovery of sensitive fauna. For example, if it takes a period of months 

for sensitive fauna to recover, then food resources for waterbirds could be significantly affected if a high intensity 

fishery occurs over a wide area. 

Of the intertidal SCI species that feed on benthic invertebrates, Grey Heron, Oystercatcher, Knot, Dunlin, Curlew, 

Greenshank, Redshank and Common Gull show significant spatial overlap with the FNP dredging zone. 

However, considerations of patterns of habitat usage and likely diet indicate that Grey Heron, Oystercatcher, 

Knot, Redshank and Common Gull are less likely to be affected by the potential impacts of dredging on benthic 

invertebrates. Dunlin is the species most likely to be affected, given its high degree of overlap with FNP dredging 

zone and the importance of polychaetes in its diet This species has an unfavourable conservation condition at 

Lough Swilly and a decreasing trend over the last five years which reflects national trends. 

Of the subtidal SCI species that feed on benthic invertebrates or fish, Goldeneye and Scaup do not show a 

significant overlap with the FNP dredging zone. Based on the limited available information about their foraging 

distribution it also appears unlikely that dredging would have significant impacts on prey resources for Sandwich 

and Common Terns. Red-breasted Merganser and Great Crested Grebe do show a significant overlap with the 

FNP dredging zone. 

Dredging may also cause disturbance to SCI species that use deep subtidal waters. Assuming a moderate 

disturbance response of 200 m each boat could affect around 13 ha of habitat. Therefore, up to 30 boats 

dredging an area of no more than 840 ha could result in a significant level of potential disturbance. In theory, 

depending on stock biomass and density, fishing could occur every day throughout the fishing period (19"' 

September to 31St  March). In practice this is unlikely to occur. However, without the provision of details of likely 

fishing intensity and duration it is impossible to make a realistic assessment of the likely impacts of disturbance 

and a precautionary approach has to be adopted. On this basis disturbance could potentially have significant 

impacts on Shelduck, Mallard, Shoveler Red-breasted Merganser and Great Crested Grebe, and, possibly, 

Common Gull. 

There is an existing oyster fishery in Lough Swilly. Therefore, the current status and trends of waterbird 

populations in Lough Swilly may reflect the impacts (if any) of oyster dredging. Of the species listed above Red-

breasted Merganser, Great Crested Grebe, Dunlin, Curlew and Common Gull have unfavourable conservation 

status, although these mainly reflect the all-Ireland trend (apart from Common Gull, for which there is no all-

Ireland trend assessment). There is no historical data on the scale and intensity of the oyster fishery in Lough 

Swilly so it is not possible to analyse species trends in relation to oyster fishing activity. 
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SAC Conclusions and Recommendations 

• Some aquaculture (mussel and oyster culture) activities that are carried out in the Lough Swilly SAC have 

been considered as disturbing on habitats. The extent of existing and proposed aquaculture activities are 

presented in Table 1 below, wherein existing licenced activities account for greater than the 15% threshold 

of interaction in four of the six habitat types found in the feature of conservation interest (i.e. Estuary). When 

applications are considered, in combination with licenced activities, threshold values are exceeded in all 

communities identified (Table 1). 

• Oyster fishery activities/plans within the bay are not compatible with aquaculture activities by virtue of the 

species targeted i.e., oysters as opposed to mussels for on-bottom culture methods, as well as the risk of 

interference with structures used for aquaculture (e.g. float and ropes and bags and trestles). The oyster 

fishery proposal as reflected in the Fishery Natura Plan (Annexl ), however, is broadly compatible with the 

conservation of 'Ostrea edulis dominated community' that constitutes approx 906ha of the conservation 

feature of the SAC (i.e. 15% of Estuary). While the ultimate goal of the plan is to increase the standing stock 

of native oysters in the Lough, to a level which can sustain fishery activity, this is considered a beneficial 

management proposal to the overall status of the native oyster, and native oyster habitat, in the Lough. 

• Given the findings summarized above (and in Chapter 7 of Annex 1) it is concluded that the status-quo 

relating to aquaculture activities (i.e. existing licences) is not consistent with the conservation objectives or 

achievement of good conservation status for habitats within the SAC. This is manifest in two ways; 

(1) the threshold value for considering disturbing activity of 151,o is exceeded for a number of different 

habitat types and also constitutes 28.6% of Estuary, the overall feature of conservation interest. When 

considering the cumulative values of current licences and applications, the threshold values are 

exceeded in all habitat types and constitute 39.7% of the feature Estuary 

(2) the incompatibility of native oyster fishing and shellfish culture. As indicated previously and 

specifically in relation to oyster habitat, the objective of the Fishery plan for native oysters is to increase 

the density of native oyster, whereas the objective of bottom mussel and Pacific oyster culture is to 

increase the density of Pacific oyster and mussels, both of which are considered disturbing activities. 

These objectives cannot be simultaneously achieved in the same area; operationally these activities are 

incompatible. Therefore, as the oyster fishing plan is considered more compatible with the COs for 

'Ostrea edulis dominated community' than aquaculture activities oyster fishing would seem to have 

precedence over aquaculture activities in this habitat on this basis alone. 

• Following are a number of recommendations relating to Aquaculture and Fisheries activities that will reduce 

possible impacts of aquaculture and fisheries on habitats to levels consistent with achievement of good 

environmental status and that are consistent with the conservation objectives. 

Aquaculture 

Spatial overlap of disturbing aquaculture activity and individual habitats should be reduced to 15%. To achieve 

this 'goal', aquaculture activities may be managed in a number of different ways including, inter alias 

1. Revoke inactive licences as per the Fisheries (Aquaculture) Act 1997 (Section 69-Subsections 1 and/or 

2; wherein licenced areas unused for a period greater than 2 years can be revoked by the Minister). 

2. Do not issue new licences in Lough Swilly unless the type of activity proposed is considered non-

disturbing to habitats of conservation interest. 
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3. No aquaculture activities should be carried out in 'Ostrea edulis dominated community', as they are all 

considered disturbing to this sensitive habitat type. 

4. A pro-rata reduction of licenced areas be applied to reduce overlap to <15% with individual habitats. To 

this end, Table 1 (below) identifies the specific overlap between those activities considered potentially 

disturbing, (i.e. licenced and applications) and individual habitat types. These data may aid in the 

selection of specific areas where reductions in aquaculture activities might be targeted. 

Fisheries 

1. Rationalizing aquaculture licenced areas down to 150/o overlap with individual habitat will represent 

significant reduction in extent of such activities. Some of the proposed activities in the oyster fishing plan 

also occurs in non-oyster habitat thereby making it more difficult for aquaculture to reduce to the 15% in-

combination threshold. As the existing extent of habitat defined as oyster habitat includes areas where 

oyster is at very low density and given that only a proportion of it is fished and given the uncertainty 

regarding how feasible it is to restore oyster stocks the activities associated with the oyster fishery plan 

should only occur in 'Ostrea edulis dominated community' and not in other habitats. The main activity 

affected will be the location of the spawning reserve for oyster which should be moved into the 'Ostrea 

edulis dominated community' This may be a reasonable compromise, considering the very significant 

reductions in aquaculture activity required to bring aquaculture activity below the 150i'o overlap threshold 

with habitats. 

2. It will be necessary to implement all of the measures outlined in the oyster fishery plan and where 

necessary to give these measures legislative support, if it is to achieve its objective and therefore be 

compatible with the conservation objectives for 'Ostrea edulis dominated community'. 

3. An implementation plan for the oyster fishery proposal should be developed with the relevant 

stakeholder groups. 

0 
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Table 1. Spatial Information on Individual aquaculture licences considered potentially disturbing and overlap (ha and proportion In Italics) with each habitat in L. Swilly. 

Muddy fine Subtidal mixed 
 Total Fine sand Intertidal mixed Mud 

sand with 
Ostrea edulis 

sediment with 
License ID Status Species License community sediment with community 

Thyasira 
dominated 

polychaetes 
Area (ha) complex polychaetes complex 

flexuosa 
community 

and bivalves 

Extent (ha) of marine habitat within qualifying Interest 582.63 655.30 1126.92 1320,48 905.98 1314.03 --tua 

% % % % ac % 
Area habitat Area habitat Area habitat Area habitat Area habitat Area habitat 

T12/251A Licensed Mussels 24.00 0.34 003 1 8.33 092 15.32 117 

T121251B Licensed Mussels 43.50 24.88 3.80 18.62 1.42 

T121273A Licensed Mussels 48.05 1 45.23 342 2.76 0.21 

T12t278A Licensed Mussels 19.00 2.52 019 16.48 1.25 

T12!280/1A Licensed Mussels 16.25 1 1 16.25 1,24 

T12l293 Licensed Mussels 196.00 5.86 0.52 110.12 12.15 80.02 6.09 

T12/299 Licensed Mussels 164.60 0.14 0.01 82.11 906 82.55 1 6.26 

Oysters & 
T12l037A Licensed Mussels 304.26 0.10 002 12.07 1.64 136.02 12.07 156.07 1168 

Oysters & 
T121037B Licensed Mussels 844.03 94.09 16.15 33.71 5 14 628.87 4762 5.90 065 81.47 6.20 

Oysters & 
T121037C Licensed Mussels 25.42 17.30 2.97 8.12 1.24 

T121297 Licensed Oysters 2.25 2.25 025 

T121311A' I Licensed Oysters 1 24.00 3.45 0.38 

Total area (or proportion) of habitat occupied by potentially 111.49 19.14 78.77 1202 142.02 12.60 676.96 51.27 212.16 23.42 469 55 35.73 
disturbing licenced aquaculture (ha) 



License ID 

_ 

Stratus Species 
Total 

License 
Area (ha) 

Fine sand 
community 

complex 

Intertidal mined 
sediment with 
polychaetes 

Mud 
community 

complex 

Muddy fine 
sand with 
Thyasira 
flexuosa 

Ostrea edulis 
dominated 
community 

Subtidal mixed 
 

sediment with 
polychaetes 
and bivalves 

Area 

io 

habitat Area 
iv 

habitat Area 
% 

habitat Area 
a 

habitat Area 
% 

habitat Area 
% 

habitat 

T12/32BA Application Mussels 44.50 40.93 7.02 3.57 055 

T12132BB Application Mussels 34.53 1.29 020 0.56 0.05 32.68 249 

T12!328C plication P,lussels 166.93 52.95 4.70 2.30 1 025 111,68 

T12/328D Application Mussels 13.96 13.96 1 106 

T12f330A Application Mussels 17.99 17.99 1.37 

T12/330B Aoolication Mussels 60 64 26.84 4 10 1.99 018 22.56 1 71 925 102 

T12/330C Application Mussels 35.04 35.04 265 

T12l341A Amplication Mussels 9.00 8.08 1.23 0.92 0.07 

T12/3418 Application Musseis 27.88 6.32 0.96 21.55 1.64 

T12/341C Application Mussels 16.62 16.62 1.83 

712044/1.4 Application Mussels 7.94 7.94 060 

T121379A Ari lication Mussels 97.83 0.03 0.00 84.91 643 11.88 131 1.01 0.09 

T1213988 AoPlication Mussels 1632 1342 1.19 2.91 022 

T12039A2  Application Oysters 135.24 3.15 01.18 6550 723 10.74 082 

T12(339B2  A lication Oysters 145.03 25.71 2.84 000 
Suspended Culture (Bags & Trestles) 

T12/317A' Application Oysters 2.25 1.04 Oil 

T12/343An  Applicati,ri Oysters 6.00 v  3.91 043 

Total area (or proportion) of habitat occupied by potentially 
disturbing aquaculture (ha) 152.41 26.16 128.05 19.54 210.94 18.72 841 36 63.72 348 37 38.45 669.02 50.9 t 

NOTES: 1: The sites considered here are intertidal culture of oysters using brag and trestics. This acnvity is considered non-disturbing to all bar one ('Ostrea' dominated) 

community type. The values in the table reflect the interaction with this community t}pe only 

2: These sites overlap %%ith exisitinr_ licensed areas for a portion ol' the area applied, the %alucs presented in table represent that area that does not overlap with 
existing licenced areas 

16 



SPA Conclusions 

This assessment has identified the following potentially significant impacts: - 

Ongrowing of mussels 

• Displacement of Shelduck, Shoveler and Dunlin due to habitat alteration from the ongrowing of mussel seed in intertidal 

nursery areas. 

• Displacement of Red-breasted Merganser and Great Crested Grebe due to impacts on food resources from the ongrowing 

of mussels in subtidal waters. 

• Reduced productivity and, possibly, abundance of the Common Tern breeding colony due to impacts on food resources 

from the ongrowing of mussels in subtidal waters. 

Growing of oysters 

• Displacement of Scaup due to impacts on food resources from the ongrowing of oysters in subtidal waters. 

Fishing for native oysters 

• Displacement of Red-breasted Merganser, Great Crested Grebe, Dunlin, Curlew and Greenshank, and possibly other 

species, due to impacts on food resources from fishing native and Pacific oysters with dredges as part of the Fishery 

Natura Plan for native oysters. 

• Displacement of Shelduck, Mallard, Shoveler, Red-breasted Merganser and Great Crested Grebe, and, possibly, Common 

Gull, due to disturbance associated with fishing native and Pacific oysters with dredges as part of the Fishery Natura Plan 

for native oysters. 

However, these potential impacts arise from worst-case scenario assessments, due to the lack of detailed information about the 

spatial and temporal extent of the activities being assessed. They are based on unrealistic assumptions of 100% occupancy of 

mussel and oyster bottom culture plots, and fishing oysters to the maximum spatial extent and temporal intensity that would be 

permitted under the Fishery Natura Plan. They also assume 1009/0 displacement of the affected species. In some cases, there may 

also be considerable uncertainty about the nature of the species response to the activity being assessed. 

No potentially significant impacts have been identified in the case of the following activities; 

• Collection of mussel seed (from licenced aquaculture areas) for mussel bottom culture and harvesting of mussels following 
ongrowing. 

• The nursery phase of oyster bottom culture and harvesting of oysters following ongrowing. 

• Suspended oyster culture. 

• Suspended mussel culture. 

• Development of a spawning reserve, a cultch area and a cultch control area as part of the Fishery Natura Plan for native 
oysters. 
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