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STATEMENT OF THE CHAIRPERSON
‘ to the : ;
MNISTER FOR AGRICULTURE FISHERIES AND FOOD

I was honoured to be appomted Chalrman of the Board on the 27t of November,
- 2008. Since then, I have examined the work of the Board over the last year and T am
happy to include this Statement in the Board’s tenth annual report. Mr. Mario = -
Minehane was appointed Deputy Chairperson with effect from the 19% April 2007 =
- for the remainder of his term of office. Ms Karin Dubsky and Mr Damian McDonald

-+ were re-appointed to the Board with effect from the 5% April 2007 for a further

' period of two years. Previously Ms. Dubsky and Mr. McDonald had been appointed

as members of the Board from the 1st January 2005 to the 31st December 2006. There “,

- . Wereno other changes to the Board members}up du:rmv 2007.

; The number of Board meetmgs held in 2007 was four’teen

" | Board Member - Number of Meetmos Attended -
~+ | Mr Conleth Bradley, Chairperson o 11-(14)
-7+ | Mr Mario Minehane, Deputy Chau'person 13 (14)
.+ ~| Mr Lorcén O Cinnéide 10 (14)
.| Mr Sean Murphy ¢ o : 14 (14)
¢ | MsKarin Dubsky .© - R 1011y
-+ [ Mr Damian McDonald 701 1)

: ’ There were 1o appeals received by the Board durlnc the course of 2007. However there>~ L
. were five appeals relating to four ministerial licence decisions from 2006. These were

LA _determined by the end'of 2007 and a summary of the results are set out in the Annual L

" . Report. As referred to in last year's statement, the Board continues -to treat the S

- .. ‘implementation of a Health and Safety management system with the utmost importance in:
- line with the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005. The Board’s Safety Statement
- has been prepared in accordance with section 20 :of the 2005 Act and is available for
~ inspection in accordance with that section. Again as stated last year, safety training forms

A - an integral part of the Board’s annual training programme and the Board ensures that the

- Technical Adviser has access to the most up to date health and safety trammo avallable :
. which is requ1red for her to carry out her duties as safely as p0531ble

':There are two sub-commrrtees to the Board: the Internal Audrt Sub Coxmmttee and thei

| Remuneration Sub-Committee. Mario Minehane and Sean Murphy are the members of both o

o sub—cormmttees and I w15h to record my apprec:latmn of thelr work in this reoard

' F 1nally, I wish to acknowledge the great contrlbutlon of my predecessor Mr Conleth Bradley

-On his behalf, T acknowledge the work of the'Board members, the Secretary to the Board, the * B

- - Technical Adviser to the Board and those who provided legal, financial and other services to - 4

the Board. I thank all of them (past and present) for their service throubhout the year and ¥ |
- look forward to working with them in the years ahead _

Mark O’Connell,
.Chairman

2 As Ms Dubsky and Mr. McDonald were not members of the Board during the period January 1 2007
: to April 4 2007, the maximum number of meetings they could have attended in 2007 was 11.
? Appointed with effect from the 19™ April 2007 for the remainder of his term of office.
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' CHAIRMAN -~ . - | ‘*BRCONLETHBRADLEY

' DEPUTY CHATRPERSON  #MR MARIO MINEHANE -

_ORDINARY MEMBERS #MRSEAN MURPHY
e T f.'#MIRLORCANO C]NNEIDE
7 .+ MS KARIN DUBSKY
+MR DAMIAN MCDONALD
St VACANCY

*Appomted by the Govemment for a ﬁve~year term W1th effect from 17 July 2003

#Appomted by the Mlmster of State at the Department of Commumcatlons Marme ’

and ~ Natural Resources, Mr. John Browne, T.D., for the period from 4 December -

© 2003to 31 Decembér 2004: In December 2004, Mr Pat the Cope Gallagher, T.D., -

announced their reappomtment for a period of three years effective from 1St

' ‘January 2005. Mr Mario Minehane was appointed Deputy Cheurperson thh effect G
i ~'_'.from the 19th Apnl 2007 for the remamder of his term of ofﬁce ; : :

'+ The remaining two members, Ms Karin Dubsky and Mr Damian McDonald, were

- appointed by the Minister of State for Communications, Marine and Natural

.~ Resources, Mr Pat the Cope Gallagher, T.D., for a period of two years from 1
©January 2005 to 31 December 2006. They were re-appointed by Mr John Browne, -
- . T.D., Minister of State for Communications Marine and Natural Resources with
I -.effect from 5 April 2007 for a further period of two years The Board Vacancy, left
’ .-gby Ms Mary Mac Mahon ‘was not ﬁlled in 2007 :

SECRETARY _" __ MrBrendan Byrne B

e 'REGISTERED OFFICE 3 Floor e
- " Holbrook House
.~ . Holles Street
Y 'j'Dubhn 2
+ AUITORS o Ffr s T LA Comptroller& Audltor General. :
27 AT e L Tl T 5 ensnirs Bilding” -
.~ Dublin Castle
. Dublin 2.~
Aquaculture Llcences Appeals Board
Telephone S (01) 662 0331
Fax: L. . (01)662 0340
"~ ‘Web Address . . www.alab.ie
E-mail address ~ -~ info@alab.ie -



AQUACULITURE LICENCES APPEALS BOARD

The following is some general information regarding the Aquacultttfe Licences
Appeals Board. However, to obtain an overall picture as to how the appeal process, as

~ well as the aquaculture licensing system operates, reference should be'made inter alia

to the Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1997 (as amended), the Fisheries and Foreshore '

~_(Amendment) Act, 1998, Aquaculture (Licence Apphcatton) Regulations 1998 the .
- . Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 2001. A

' .,ESTABLISIE/IENT OF BQARD |

" The Aquéculture Licences Appeals Board was established on 17 June 1998 under
- Section 22 of the Flsherles (Amendment) Act 1997. All Board members are encaoed -
ona part-tlme baSIS

_FUNCTION

. The Board has operated under the aegis of the Department of Communications =~
- “Marine and Natural Resources until Friday 19 October 2007. With effect :from e,
~ “Saturday 20 October -2007 the Board is under the ae°1s of the Depaﬁment s
- Agriculture Fisheries and Food. - BEE IS
The function of the .Board is to. prov1de an 1ndependent authonty for the, L
o '_”determmatlon of appeals against. decisions of the relevant Minister on- aquaculture.. - .-
‘licence -applications. A person aggrieved by -a decision’ of ‘the Minister on an - - -~
. aquaculture licence application, or by the revocation: or amendmient of an aquaculture .
.~ licence, may make an appeal within one month of publication (in the casé of a.
- .v<dec151on) or notlﬁcatlon (in the case of revocatlon/amendment) '

STATUS

-~ The Board is an’ mdependent body with 1ts own . ﬁ.lndm prdvided for bythe .
O1reachtas under Sectzon 36 of the Act. ' B " B

MEMBERSHIP OF BOATD

T As provided for under Section 23 of the Fisherieé (Amendment) Act, 1997, the Board = - -
© . consists of a Chairman and six other members. The Chairman, Mr. Conleth Bradley, a

practising barrister, was appomted by the Govemment fora term of 5 years effectwe‘f' :

¢ from 17 July 2003

Mr Marlo Mmehane was appomted to the posmon of Deputy Chalrperson Wlth effect L
. from 19 April ’)007 for the remamder of his term of office.



| - Mr Mario Minehane, Mr Sean Murphy and Mr Lorcdn O Cinnéide have served on the

Board since 4™ December 2003. - In December 2004 the Marine Minister announced
their reappointment, for a period of three years effective from _l“,lanuary 2005. -

In December 2004 the Minister for the Marine also announced the appointment of Mr.
‘Damien McDonald and Ms Karin Dubsky for a period of two years effective from 1%

January 2005 to replace the outvolncr mermbers. There was one unﬁlled Vacancy

'_’throucrhout the year 2007.

"COMPOSITION OF BOARD
” ~In accordance w1th Sectzon 23(3 ) of the Act the Mlmster for the Manne and Natural ‘
" Resources made -regulations prescribing not  less -than :two __orcan}satlons o

- representative of the following groupings:

. () organisations concerned with the promotion of the development of aquaculture Al
P representatlve of persons canylng on the busmess of developmo aquaculture Lo

)] ._orcramsatlons concerned w1th the conservatmn development and protectlon of :

: w11d ﬁshenes

- :(c) ' organisations representatwe of persons whose professmns or occupatzons relate i % 5

- 1o phy51cal plannmcr and development

@ oroamsanons representa’uve of persons, concerned W1th the protecuon and

preservatlon of the env1ronment and amenmes

" e) oroamsanons representanve of persons concerned w1th the promotlon of ceneral ;

--economic development and

(® oroamsatlons representatlve of persons concerned wnh the. promotlon of .

1 commumty development



RESPONSIBILITIES
The followino is a sum:mary only of the main responsibilities and powels' of the -

Board. Please refer to the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 as amended f01 the
.actual provrsnons of the sections. : : ;

Under Sectzon 40(4) of the Act, on recelpt of an appeal by the Board and provrded it -
- - isnot wrthdrawn the. Board can determine the appeal by

(a) conﬁrmmo the decision or actlon of the Mrmster

(b) determmmc the apphcatron for the hcence as 1f the apphcatlon had been made to
- the Board in the ﬁrst instance or . -

(¢) in relatlon to the revoeat1on or amendment of a l1cence substrtutmg its dec151on on
.~ the matter for that of the Mrmster - :

' Under Secz‘zons 43 and 44 of the Aet the Board must send a copy. of the notlce of L

. .appeal to the Mmrster and toeach other party to the appeal

. Under Sectzon 46 of the Act, the Board can request submrserns or observations from
~ parties or other persons who have already made submissions or observations to the -
.-Board in-relation to an appeal, if, in the opinion - of ‘the Board and in the i

crrcumstances itis 1n the mterests of Justrce to do soy’ '

- Under Sectzon 47 of the Act, the Board can request documents particulars or other
" information it con51ders necessary for the purpose of enablmU it to determrne an -

... . appeal;

. “Under Section 49 of the Act the Board has the absolute dlscretron to hold an oral :
- -.hearmg of an appeal; : B

o . Under Secz‘zon 56 of the Act the Board is requrred to ensure that appeals are dealt‘

~ with and deterrmned expedmously and that all steps are taken to av01d unnecessary
i delay :

. CONSUiTANTs AND ADVISERS | e

'Under Sectzan 35 of the Act, the Board may engage such consultants or- advrsers as 1t :
" considers necessary for the performance of its functions. Fees due to either, are paid *
by the Board out.of moneys made available by the Oireachtas. Ms Helen Cooper has
‘served as Technical Advrser from 3 September 2003 to date.

SECRETARIAT :
Under Section 32 of the Act, an officer of the Minister who is an established civil
servant and who is seconded to the Board for that purpose; either on a whole-time or -

part-time basis, shall act as Secretary to the Board A Whole—tlme Secretary acted for the
duration of the year. : |



BOARB”S ACTIVITIES INI 20&7
APPEALS RECEIVED

In 2007 the Board recelved no appeals. However there were ﬁve appeals

-+ representing four Mlmstenal hcenee de0131ons awamncr dec1sron from 2006 for Eg o
' determmatlon ; :

" JUDICIAL REVIEW

“In accordance with Sectron 7: of the Flsherles (Amendment) Act 1997 a person can
apply for judicial review of determinations of the Board by way of an apphcatlon for X
judicial review, proyided it is made within the period of three months commencing on Gt s
. the date on whrch the determmatron was made

1 4:' There were two Judicial Rewews ongoing durlno 2007 One of these was resolved =F
:durmv the course of 2007 -

O 'There Was one new apphcatlon made for Judlcral Revrew in 7007 Thls left tWO‘ z B
- ongoing at the end of2007 |



B

SUMMARY OF DETERMINATIONS

- No new appeals were received by the Board in 2007. The five ongoing appeals were in

relation to four decisions by the Minister to grant aquaculture licences; 1 Salmon

licence, 1 Mussel Spat collection lioen_ce,' 1 Pacific Oyster licence and 1 Mussel licence.

* TFive appeals were carried forward into 2007, The Board made four determinations i

2007. This resulted in the granting of three aquaeulture llcences by the Board and the

. refusal of one as per Tables 1 to 2.

= DETAILS OF APPEALS RECEIVED AND DETERMI’\IATIONS
. . MADE IN 2007 Pt el

Loy _.Under Secz‘zon 40(4) of the Frshenes (Amendment) Aot 1997 the Board in )
a determining the appeals has the optlon of: . '

(i), _ c:onﬁnmncr the deolsron of the Mmrster to'&rant or freque alicence or

(i) determmmcr ‘and issuing 1ts own aquaoulture hoenoe as if the appl1cat1on:'
3. for the heenee had been made to the Board in the ﬁrst instance.

B '_"Where the Board determlned that it wrshed to alter the terms or condrtlonslof' a

“licence decision granted by the Minister, ‘it did SO by issuing its own hcenee with
- s addrtronal or altered terms ‘and oond1t1ons

, In lme wrth the above 1nformatlon outlmed on the followmor paces oontams -

a) a breakdown of the Board deterrnmatrons for the years 2003 to 7007 1nclus1ve i

b) map showmc locatron of appealed s1tes and summary 1nfonnat1on and

C) table Showmc the outcome of determmatrons of appeals made by the Board e

2007 including subject matter of the appeal detarls of Appellants and the 3
= results and date of each appeal decnsron ' s X

10



AQUACULTURE LICENCES APPEALS BOARD

BREAKDOWN OF BOARD DETERMINATION S

2003 2007

i “TABLE1 4
. APPEALS RECEIVED

g ). A&). (B)' (C) (D) cb oS o P ) el b (),
=| Year * | No.of . -| No.of - | No.of" | No.of .| No.of ..:|[No.of « |
.. | Appeals | Appeals | Appeals | Appeals -| Appealsin’: ‘| Appéals =~
| brought | Receive | With- .| Declare -| respectof | camied .-
| forward | d° 7 "¢{drawn | d" .- . | whichBoard | forwardto ' ol o
“Ifom. | - s .- ¢ | Invalid [ Determinati-.:| nextyear. . |
previou | - S e v ] ons were Ly RSy

Maa o ) A N B, TR .| made
©12003 4110 i i 40
s 12004 ()1 Rl 114
vinr] 2005 13 1 s 1
i S B008 1 R # 2#
S 5 2007 LS ; 5

s
~J
ololo|—|lo

lo|=|o|al|e
lo|w|m|uwlm—]

. o ‘TABLEZ . E #
e & BREA.KDOWN OF DETERNIINATIONS MADE BY TI—IE BOARD
gl A 10 R (B) o TRl (= AR I FR ik ] 2
cef Year -,4No.‘of‘Appeals in - |.No. oprpeals IRREI S S AR WP
" " | respect of which .’ |respect of which the .| Appealsin = | = -

" |Board . - .. .. .| BoardDecidedto. " :| respectof | .

o Determinations were ‘ Gr_ant_ alicence - * | whichthe - | “-
made(Column (F) W T ey U wl Beard . iy AL

_ _"mTable 1) i e I T Pl 2

P et s g R ST .| Licence -~

=g %) 2003 ']6

- .[2004 114 -

0712005 |19
2006 | 2.
112007 |5

ool

' SCCUOH 42 of the F1shenes (Amendment) Act 1997 states “The Board may, in 1ts
discretion, treat two or more appeals as, and the appellants as partles to, a single
Aappea] and may at any time separate such appeals

4‘ See below

11



BS

Ministerial Decisions in respect of which Appeals were Received by the Board

- [2007

@71 - —®m R T IR R N - S
Year _ | No.of Minister’s | No. of Minister’s | No. of _ | No. of Minister’s -
.| Decisions, in- Decisions which'_ Minister’s = - | Decisions, in respect y
| respect of which | were appealed | Decisions in of which
* | Determinations | within the period '| respect of - _.Determmatlons by
bytheBoardare |-+ - " - ° -| whichthe .~ | theBoardare R
| awaited, brought | . .| Board made . "| awaited, carried
_ forward from last | “- .-~ .| -Determinations | forward tonext = .
s ] period TR S Lo | period
- 12003 |3 : oA T S0 F P el '
2004 |1 1 15-17=14 13 2
._.:;'2005.’2 4 5 1
- 2006 |1 5 2% 4
4 0 : 4 0

- "One appeal wh1ch was the only appeal against one mestenal De01s1on was .-
Wlthdrawn ' ;

". -#Cromane Oysters Appeal was the subJ ect of an apphcat10n by the Board to the chh.
~ - Court, pursuant to Section 58 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 as amended
“which resu]ted in the matter bE:lIJO' returned to the Mmlster for h1s con31derat10n



HOWING BOARD DECISIONS IN 2007
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" BOARD DETERMINATIONS IN 2007

Appeal
Reference
" No.

Subject Matter of Appeél :

Appellant

Board
Decision

| and Date ,

AP3/1/06

| -Appeal against the decision of
| the ~ Minister -to
| aquaculture licence to Mannin
"Seafoods Lid for the collection

grant an

of - mussel . spat in - outer

! Roanngwater Bay, Co Cork on

- Site No. T05/481 -

Mr John

‘Whooley, o
2Ardmanagh _
.Road,

Schull,

| Go'carie 50

Grant Licence
6 February .. .|

|27

| APBI06. v -

SelF s R thes s Mlindter. v
e ‘aquaculture hcence 1o Mannm.

"| :Seafoods Litd for the collection -
©|.of  mussel-
. =:| Roaringwater . Bay, Co Cork on |
S22l Site:No: T05/481 - - '

Appeal against the decision of
“grant

spat in

outer

Mr John . -
| Pyburn, -
‘Whitehall, .

Sklbberean

Co Cork ..

Grant Licence

6February ks
i o007

- [AP4/06

* | Appeal against decision of the

Minister .of = State . at- the

_ | Department of Communications,
| Marine and Natural Resources to
- | refuse to grant an Aquaculture |

Licence to IMr John McKinney

MrJohn .
McKinney, -
Harbour View, . |

Greencastle,

Co Donegal - A

for the cultivation Pacific oysters | " -

" | at Trawbreaga, Co Donegal

Refuse Licence-

13 April 2007 -

| AP5/1/06: .

.| Appeal against decision of the

Minister for Communications,

Marine and Natural Resources to.
| grant an Aquaculture Licence to
.. |- Lett & Co Ltd, Unit F-Block B,
... | Kerlogue " :

"| Rosslare Road, Wexford for the:| = =
-| ‘bottom. cultivation of mussels at’

Business - . Park,

Wexford Harbour, Co Wexford

- Deerland ;
' Construaction = -

Litd,- . -

Kilcreene iR i

Kilkenny, -

| Grant Licence . |
17 July 2007

'Co.K.ilkenn_y o

| AP11/06

" | Appeal against decision of -~
7| Minister of the State ofthe Sre

. Department of

.| Communications, Manne and. -
| Natural Resources to grant an
‘| Aquaculture Licence for the ~

| cultivation of salmon to
- /| Comhlucht Xascaireacht -
‘|- Fanad Teoranta (t/a Hydro -

Seafood Fanad) at Lough
Altan Smolt Farm Procklis,
Falcarragh, Co. Donegal.

| Mr John - . -
|-Connaghan, .-
Chairman, ..
Cloughaneely -

Angling

Association, -
_. | Falcarrach, -~ .-,
| CoDenegal . ". - |. - :

| Grant Licence | ~ -
4 September . :"
12007 '
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AQUACULTURE LICENCES APPEALS BOARD

. STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BOARD

Section. 37(1) of the Frshenes (Amendment) Act 1997 reqmres the Board to keep all proper and usual
accounts of all moneys received or expended by it including an income and expendlture acoount and a
. balance sheet In preparmg those fi nancral statements, the Board is required to:

- seleet euitéble accounting polictes and then apply them _'consistently

- make ]udgements and estlmates that are reasonable and prudent

7

- prepare the t' nanC|aI statements on the gomg concern basis unless it is mappropnate to presume that the
. -Board will continue in operetron

- disclose and explain any material departures from applic'abl‘e éccou'nting‘ standards.

The Board is responsible for keeplng proper books of account which disclose with reasonabte accuracy at any
time the financial position of the Board and which enables it to ensure that the financial statements comply with -
.Section 37 of the Act. The Board is also responsible for safeguardmg its assets and for takxng reasonable
steps to prevent and detect fraud and other 1rregular1tles

e g

MARK O'CONNELL - GHAIRMAN

BRENDAN BYRNE - SECRETARY

DATED: g’fL W/ Wg’

" Page 2
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AQUACULTURE LICENCES APPEALS BOARD

Report of the Comptroller and Auditor General for presentation to the
Houses of the Oireachtas

I have audrted the financial statements of the Aquaculture Licences Appeals Board for the year

| ~ ended 31 December 2007 under the Flsherres (Amendment) Act, 1997.

- The financial statements, which have been prepared under the accounting policies set out therein,

comprise the Statement of Accounting Policies, the Income and Expenditure Account, the Balance -

‘Sheet and the related notes.

. Respective Responsibilities of the Board and the Comptroller and Auditor General

‘The AquaoultureLicenc_es' Aopeals Board is responsible for preparing the financial statements in
-accordance with the Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1997 and for ensuring the regularity of

transactions. The Aquaculture Licences Appeals Board prepares the financial statements in
accordance with Generally Accepted Accounting Practice in Ireland. The accounting
responsibilities of the Members of the Board are set out in the Statement of Responsrbrhtres of the

- Board

My responsibility is to audit the financial statements in accordance w1th relevant legal and

regulatory requirements and International Standards on Audltmg (UK and Ireland)

I report my opmlon as to whether the financial statements give a true and fair view, in accordance
with Generally Accepted Accounting Practice in Ireland. I also report whether in my opinion

- proper books of account have been kept. In addition, I state whether the financial statements are in

agreement with the books of account.

I report any material instance where moneys have not been apphed for the purposes mtended or

where the transactions do not conform to the authorities govemmg them.

I also report if I have not obtamed all the information and explanatrons necessary for the purposes .
of my audit. »

I review whether the Statement on Internal. Financial Control reflects the Board’s compliance with
the Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies and report any material instance where it
does not do so, or if the statement is misleading or inconsistent with other information of which I
am aware from my audit of the financial statements. I am not required to consider whether the

- Statement on Internal Financial Control covers all financial risks and controls, or to form an

opinion on the effectiveness of the risk and control procedures.

I read other information contained.in the Annual Report, and consider whether it is consistent with
the audited financial statements. I consider the implications for my report if I become aware of any
apparent misstatements or material inconsistencies with the financial statements.



Basis of Audit Opinion

In the exercise of my function as Comptroller and Auditor General, I conducted my audit of the
financial statements in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK and Ireland)
issued by the Auditing Practices. Board and by reference to the special considerations which attach
to State bodies in relation to their management and operation. An audit includes examination, on a
test basis, of evidence relevant to the amounts and disclosures and regularity of the financial
.transactions included in the financial statements. It also includes an assessment of the significant.
estimates and judgments made in the preparation of the financial statements, and of whether the

accounting policies are approprlate to the Board s circumstances, con51stent1y apphed and '
e adequately dlsclosed :

I planned and performed my audit so as to obtain all the information and explanations that I.
considered necessary in order to provide me with sufficient evidence to give reasonable assurance
that the financial statements are free from material misstatement, whether caused by fraud or other .-

irregularity or error. In forming my opinion I also evaluated the overall adequacy of the
~presentatxon of information in the financial statements.

Opinion

In my opinion, the financial statements give a trué and fair view, .in accordance with Generally
Accepted Accounting Practice in Ireland, of the state of the Board’s affairs at 31 December 2007
and of its income and expenditure for the year then ended

In my opinion, proper books of account have been kept by the Board The ﬁnan01al statements are '
in agreement with the books of account.

- Geérard Smyth

For and on behalf of the :
‘Comptroller and Auditor General
19 December 2008



AQUAGULTURE LlCENCES APPEALS BOARD

STATEMENT ON SYSTEM OF INTERNAL FlNA_NClAL CONTROLS

The Board acknowledges its responsxblllty for the Aquaculture Llcences Appeals Board's system of fi nancual
-coniral. .1t also recognises that any system of financial control can only give reasonable and not absolute

assurance against any material errors. The internal financial controls in operatron by the Board durlng 2007‘
are detailed as follows: '

- The Board Secretarlat is namllrar with fi nancral control procedures including procurernenr, debtor and creditor
procedures.

- All invoices are oheoked and authorised by the Secretary before payment. "

-All cheques are signed by s'ecretary or chairman with an additional sxgnature from one other Board member
required for amounts up to €10, OOO For amounts over €10, 000 two signatures in addmon to the secretary or »

~ - chairman are requrred

- Expenditure details are forwarded to Flnance Unit of the Departrnent on an annual basis.

- The Board has engaged a T' irm of Accountants to prepare FlnanCIal Statemnents for the annual audit of Board
income and expendrture %

- Apart from the legal and professional fees, the bulk of the Board expenditure is incurred on staff salaries,
Board Members' remuneration and travel and subsistence. The salary of the seconded staff member is paid by
‘the Department and recouped by them from the Boards' allocation. An external payroll company has been
: engaged by the Board to deal Wlth Board Members' and technical advisors remuneratlon

ANNUAL REVIEW OF CONTROLS

- The Board conducted a review of the efrectlveness of the system of internal i nanmal and non financial
‘controls in respect of the year 2007‘ ' ' : -

: MARKOCONNELL CHA]RMAN

BRE DA BYRNE - S%RETARY
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AQUACULTURE LICENCES APPEALS BOARD

" GENERAL

The Aquaculture Licences Appeals Board was established on 17 June 1998 under Section
22 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1997. The Board deals wnth Appeals agamst demsuons ;

. of the Minister relating to aquaculture llcences

. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING

- The financial statements are prepared under the accruals method of accountmg, except as
" indicated below, and in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles under the

historical cost convention. Financial reporting standards recommended by the recognised

. -accountancy bodies are adopted, as they become operative.

INCOME
~ Appeal Fees are recognised in the Financial Statements on a receipts basis.

“Income from Oireachtas. Grants represent actual cash receipts in year from the Debartrnent

.. -and payments made in the year by the Department m respect of the Aquaculiure Llcences
‘Appeats Board seconded staff.

_CAP]T_AL ACCOUNT
" The Capital Account reptesents tt\e unamortised Value of income used for ca_pital purposes. -
- INSURANGE

As part of the internal review ‘process undertaken by the board 1t was decxded fo obtaln
-indemnity cover under the following headings;

- Directors and Officers Liability

- Employers Liability
- Injury and Travel-

- DEPRECIATION

The cost or valua’non of tanglble fixed assets including Ieased assets is wntten off by equal
instalments as follows:- :

Office Equipment 3 years
Comnputer Equipment v -~ 3years
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' AQUACULTURE LICENCES APPEALS BOARD

- EMPLOYEES AND SUPERANNU.ATION

The secretary to the Board is on secondment from the Department of Communications,

.Energy and Natural Resources and is covered by the Departments pension arrangemems o "
.. There are no pension responsnblhtles in relation to the technical adwsor who is.on contract.

The Board does not operate penston schemes

' JUDICAL REVIEW

. Section 73 of the F»shénes (Arhendment) Act, 1997, provides for applications for judicial
review of decisions of the board. The Board .accounts for those events under general

accepted accountmg practice
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AQUACULTURE LICENCES APPEALS BOARD

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2007
e S ) 2008
€ S e €
INCONIE T
Appeal Fees T - I ¢ : . 1,600
Judical Review ~ - . A ARBOR . T -
Oireachtas Grant =~ - P AR B 520,499
“Transferred from / (to) Capital Account . e e . (16,976)
L s TRt LR gl el 505,123
' EXPENDITURE : Hr L aE g
 Wages and salaries B SR T 126,694
Social welfare costs - : SN S e | LR 13,498
Board Members' fees . e : S 786 : 52 581
~ Publications ' o SOl b Bl . - 961
Conferences and education .~ - i po L R L PR e
Eemliment - e e e 368 LG 713
. Office supplies and computer equipment. ~ -~ 3,321 11,579
" Rates e it MRS Tbe - < s | 23,115
Insurance : AL 0141 - :1h 840
_ Lightand heat - R bl - e e af
Blearing = Tt s AT e 4,393 o o AeA0
Repairs, maintenance and security _ F L AR & e BTN
~Printing R o PN 13,024 e
_ Courier and taxi costs ' , 289 ' y 436
Advertising ' _— - k! 987 718
" “Telephane e ot TR SR e . S 4546
' Travel and subsistence - -+ . . SRR RS SRl
. Technical advisor support RS RE ST - 12,947 i g -
" Diving costs : et g P % BEEEL 8,591
" Legal and professional fees =~ - © 798,075 T e 24894
T Lo T PR I 5,868
Accountancy fees . LWL . » ‘9,015 St EaE 7,189
‘Bank charges - T i - ogF . PO 202
Miscellaneous expenses = - e S gyl s 1,796
~ Depreciation - . s i..8,097 : £ .8,610 R
y : i 1,102,456 327,400
(DEFICIT) / SURPLUS FOR THE YEAR - (823,678) 177,723
Deficit at start of year £ | | . (68,348) O (248,071)
DEFICIT AT END OF YEAR F i - (892,026) , (68,348)

There are no recognised gains or losses, other than those deait with in the Income and Expenditdre Account.
The Statement of Accounting Policies and Notes 1 to 8 form part of these Financial Statements.

- MARK O'CONNELL - CH AN . BgENDAN RNE - SECRETARY
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' MARK O'CONNELL - CHAIRMA

AQUACULTURE LICENGES APPEALS BOARD

- BALANCE SHEET AT 31 DECEMBER 2007

2007 . 2008

ASSETS EMPLOYED . _ NOTES L =
BIXEDASSETS © . v iR e O S 8279, 17087
CURRENT ASSETS - :
Deblars - - 7 e s S T ANy 10,483 - 1,200
Cashatbankandinhand = iy : e 24143 . 103,75
"y e : . 34626 104,465
~ CREDITORS: AMOUNTS FALLING s A o _
_DUEWITHIN ONEYEAR - o 6,4 (926,652)  (172,813)
' NET GURRENT LIABILITIES gt i D (REREE) - ER Sa8)
TOTAL ASSETS LESS GURRENT e i
LIABILITIES (882,747) . (51.291)
~ FINANGED BY
| CAPITAL AND RESERVES . B8 o SR Ky GRS
Capital Account - =~ ST s e BT 17,057
Income and expenditure account © -~ - (892,026) . (68,348)
' (882,747) . (51,291)

The Statement of Accounting Policies and Notes 1 to & form part of these Financial Statements.

- . BRENDAN BYRNE-gsZCRETARY |

S— e
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AQUACULTURE LICENCES APPEALS BOARD

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2007 .

1.  GENERAL

The Board was funded by an Olreaohtas grant through the Department of Communrca’nona
Marine and Natural Resources until 19 October 2007 and from then until the 31 December
2007 through the Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Food in accordance with the Sea
“Fisheries and Dumping at Sea ( Transfer of Department Administration and Ministerial -
Functions ) Order 2007, Sratutory Instrument No. 707 of 2007. .

2 DlSCLOSURE OFJNTERESTS

~In the normal course of busmess the Board may review:an appeal case in wh|ch the Board
members are employed or otherwise have an interest. The Board adopted procedures ‘in
accordance with the Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies in relation to the

disclosure of interest by Board Members and these procedures have been adhered to dunng _' s
_the year. ;

3. TAXATION

In accordance with Section 227 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 no provrsnon has fo be :
made for taxatlon in the Financial Statements

4. GOING CONCERN

The inclusion in Professional Fees of a provision of €700,000.00 in respect of a case taken
against the Board has had a materially adverse impact on the Board's financial position.
‘However, the Board is fully dependent on its parent Department for the funds necessary to
discharge its debts and has no evidence that the present Departmental funding policy will

. change. Therefore, the financial statements have been prepared on the Gorng Concern
basns
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 AQUAGULTURE LIGENCES APPEALS BOARD -

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2007

5.  FIXED ASSETS

Cost -
. At 1 January 2007
Additions

- At 31 Decernber 2007

Depreciation
At 1 January 2007
Charge for the year

At 31 December 2007

Net book val‘u.es
At 31 December 2007

At 31 December 2006

6. CREDITORS: AMOUNTS FALLING D
WITHIN ONE YEAR = 3

Trade creditors and accruals

7. CAPITAL ACCOUNT

Balance at 1 Jahuagy'ZQOY &

UE

Transfer (o) / from Income and Expenditure Account:

- Funds _allqcated' to acquire fixed assets

- Amortisation in line with depreciation

BALANCE AT 31 DECEMBER 2007
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~_ Computer Office ]
- Equipment Equipment - Total_
el g S ol
68,560 - 37,811 106,371
819 - 819
69,379 37,811 107,490
51,503 ' 37,811 - 89,314 .
8,597 ae 8,597
60,100 37,811 97,911
o 9,279 - 9,279
. 17,057 5 17,057
2007 . 2008
" - €
926,652 172,813
2007 . 2008
€ € € €
17,057 81
819 25,586
- (8,597) (8,610)
(7,778) 16,976
9,279 17,057




AQUAGULTURE LICENCES APPEALS BOARD

: NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2007

8. ~ APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

-

T he financial .state‘mer\tslwer‘e approved by the Board on ?Cg ”&g‘eﬁ M
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