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SummaryDescription

Description:

Cultivation of seaweed using longlinsMehal Headan the foreshore in
Bantry BayCo. Cork

Licence Application

Department RefNo:

TO5/612A

Applicant:

Wild Atlantic Sea Products Ltd.

aAyAaidSND,

Grant of Aquaculture Licence with variati@®rant of an Aquaculture licence.
The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine has determined that it is
public interest to grant a variation of the licence sought. The Minister
recommends granting a 20.68 hectare site, and not the 28.75 hectare site \
was applied for, to redgcthe impact on the shrimp potting lines in the
aread €

Appeal

Type of Appeal:

Appeal against the decision by the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Marin
grant Aquaculture and Foreshore Licences t@\&tlantic Sea Productdd. For
the cultivation of seaweedsing longlines.

Appellant(s): AP50/2019%¢5 Sy Aa hQ{ KS|
Observers: N/A

Technical Advisor: | Altemar, Marineand Environmental Consultants
Site Inspection: 5" August 2020

Description:

Cultivation of seaweeds using longlir@sthe foreshore along the north shoreg
of Castletownbere Sound, Bantry B&o. Cork

Licence Application

Department ReiNo:

TO5/607A

Applicant:

Dingle Bay Seaweed Ltd.

aAyA&ddSND

oGrant of an Aquaculture Licence. The Ministe’fgriculture, Food and the
Marine has determinethat it is in the public interest to grant a variationttoe
licence sought. The Minister recommengdanting a 4.45 hectare site to avoid
an overlap withan application foseaweed harvesting and amenditige shape
to allow for a 240m x 120rhoatinglongline grid system with 13 lines am
centresb €

Appeal

Type of Appeal:

Appeal against the decision by the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Marin
grant Aquaculture and Foreshore LicencePingle Bay Seaweddd. Forthe
cultivation of seaweedssing longlines.

Appellant(s):

AP51/2019 Allihies Seafood LtdSeaweed pducer in Bantry Bgy

Observers:

N/A

Technical Advisor:

Altemar, Marineand Environmental Consultants

Site Inspection:

5" August 2020




1.0General Matters / Appeal Details

This report constitutes a complete account of technical advice and information provided to the Aquaculture
Licence Appeals Board (ALAB) to support its assessment of the appeals submésgebat to the granting of

two separate applications in Bantry Bagork. Details of each granted application and their respective appeals
are provided in the following sections.

1.1 Appeal Detail& Observer Comments/Submissions
Date Appeal Received:

Appeal Number Date Received by ALAB

AP 50/2019 26" November 2019
AP 51/2019 27" November 2019

Location of Site Appealed:

Appeal Number \ Location of Site Appealed

AP 50/2019 Mehal Head adjacent to Leahjller along the north shore of Bantry Bay, County Cg
AP 51/2019 Along the north shore of Castletownbere Sound, Bantry, County Cork.

1.2 Name of Appellant(s):

Appeal Site Appellant Address

Number
AP 50/2019 | T05/612A 5SyAda hQ{ K9 Trafrask WestAdrigole, Beara, Co. Cork.
AP 51/2019 | TO5/607A Allihies Seafood Ltd. Lickbarrahan, Cahermore, Beara, Co. Cork.

1.3 Name of Observer(s):
No official observations outside of Appellants/Applicants responses were submitted/received.

1.4 Grounds foAppeal
The grounds for appeal for each Appellant are summarised below.

Appellant 1 5SyAd hQ{K AP50/2019

Issues
1. Threat to Fishing Grounds

The Appellanairgues that the subject site is an area that they fish for shrintpignareaand shrimp caught in

thAa FNBIF YI{1Sa dzZaJ I aA3yATFTAOI yi LI NIQL22FA S K-S AGNE I yWayH
OKNBRIG&ES ! LIIStflryiQa I OGABAGASAE 68 NBRAdZOAYy3I GKSA
particular area of the Bay.

2. Site Suitability

The Appellanteels that sufficient consideration was not given to the impact that storm surges and inclement
weather will have on the proposed facility. They claim that the area is quite exposed to the elements and that
in storm conditions there is a risk of the linggaking and damagireir equipment and boats.

3. Consultation Process

The Appellants concerned that sufficient consultation with locals, particularly lisakermen and those that

use the waters for commercial reasqmiid not take place. They argtleat details on the variations to the

original application, requested by the Minister, were not made public. There is concern about the

specifications of the granted site and about #eQ @+ 3dzSy Saa 2F (GKS 3INF yiESR | LI



Appellant 2 Allihies Seafod Ltd. AP51/2019

Issues
1. Safe Navigation

The Appellantairgues that the granting of TO5/607A will pose issues for the navigation of surrounding waters,
particularly for inexperienced sailors such as those who operate from the Adrigole Hévidesir Cork
Sailing)sailing school. Existing navigational channedssaiitable, however the locatiorf the proposed site

will require the use ofmore challenging navigational channelgh shallow waters of between-8 metres and

less than 20 metres wide at pointBhis will pose a risk to those using the waters for ratomal reasons.

2. Access to Dereen Cove Pier

The Appellantlaims that access to Dereen Cove Pier will be restricted due to the positioning of the proposed
site. This is particularly the case for inexperienced sailors operating from the nearby sailing school who may
require the use of Dereen Cove Pier from timeitoe.

Furthermore, larger vessels that are required for aquaculture activities in the vicinity will be precluded from
using the pier due to the positioning of the site, excepgxeeptional circumstances whénkK S N KIA MK W

g 0 SNER) G SIE & BB Yt lis tackrowedged that variations will enable easier access from the

YOS akR2S5aogz8 G WAY I (2 A YLNRDRestedDnSitine westd® houndaiyd®f 2 S & {
the proposed site was repositioned 150 metres negtist of the current locatiorit would result in significant
improvement foraccess and navigation.

MPp aAYyAAaluSNRaA {doYAAdaArzy

Section 44 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 part 2 states that:

G¢KS aAyAadSNI FyR SI OK 20KSNI LlsidlE @& obSet/atisnsiin wrilifg & | LILIS
the Board in relation to the appeal within a period of one month beginning on the day on which a copy of the

notice of appeal is sent to that party by the Board and any submissions or observations received by the Board
aFiSNJ GKS SELANI GA2Y 2F GKIFG LISNA2R aklff y24d 868 O

No submissions are enclosed from the Minister in the light of appeals.

1.6 Applicant Response
The Applicant magubmit a response to appeal submissions under the provision set out in 15d4{{@) of
the Fisheries /iendment Act 1997 which states:

GThe Minister and each other party except the Appellant may make submissions or observations in writing to
the Board in relation to the appeal within a period of one month beginning on the dafioh a copy of the

notice of appeal is sent to that party by the Board and any submissions or observations received by the Board
after the expiration of that period shall not be considered it

Responses from Application Ref No. TO5/612A

An email wasubmitted bySheehans Fishing @pAlab on the 18 December 201914.36) In this email

AA3YSR 08 9RgINR { KSSKIysxX 2Af R IMibehis/MheadishgsSHis@rsaS R (i f
for shrimps in Winter and Lobster in Summer and | caniogrtanderstand his concerns as | spent most of my

life fishing myseK X ®

X b relation to the main issue, consultation when the application was advertisedQN&a0visited Bantry
Gardai Station examined the application with drawings of the structudetia@ position of the lines etc.

He rang me and advised me he had a problem with the site as it was too close to the shore. He sent me a
latitude and longitude position of where his shrimps post were shot. He met with me in my office in



Castletownbere antdagreed to make the site smaller and move away from the shore and that, as you can see
from the drawings was the variation taken into consideration by the Minister as agreed with | ar@ha0

| also agreed with Denis that our lines etc. would be resddrom April to November so the ground would be
clear for lobster fishing. | have since indicated | would have no problem moving the inner boundaries of the site
if he requested as | fully understand more than most the frustration of losing géound

Respmses from Application Ref No. TO5/607A

There are no recorded responses from the Applicant.

1.6.1 Additional Submissions/Responses

hy GKS HTKMHKM®G 5Ay3IES . & DilleBdy Sdaweadial Yhavé beEnRarning f S
successfully in Ventry Harbour (T06/372A) for the past 9 years, producing various products and working with a
number of scientific institutions seeking to develop this fledgling industry. One of the biggesitid#ficas

been the distance from Ventry to Castletownbere where our processing facility is located, especially when
carrying out trials. To this end we have been seeking more area closer to home, whilst continuing to operate our
main growing site of 18 héares in Ventry. We were successful in obtaining a 6 hectare site, TO5/594A, late in
2018 and are currently stocking this site and have some very exciting developments relating to maximising yield
per hectare.

We were granted this licence in question T@&/A on the 2% of October 2019 to cultivate seaweeds using
seeded string transferred from a hatchery in Bantry. This site of 4.45 hectares was granted with a variation due
to an overlap with an existing wild harvest seaweed application. Prior to theiggasftthe licence we answered

a submission lodged by Allihies Seafood Ltd. This was the only submission made.

It appears that this current objection to the granting of our licence made by Allihies Seafood Ltd., is very similar
to the submission lodged prieusly. At that time, we answered with the following:

"Marine activity through the site in question is minuscule and it is our opinion that matters of navigational safety
is the remit of the Marine Survey Office and having spent 12 years personallyrageeoyecox for the RNLI I'd
like to be considered a prudent operator with regard to safety at sea."

All of Allihies Seafood's objections point to concerns of navigational safety, be it to local operators, sailing or
fishing or working and we would like redirect these objections to the earlier submission made in response. We
are prudent operators with vast local knowledge and experience in the area.

Furthermore, aligned with the fact that this matter has already been dealt with by all the statutcsyltzes
including the Marine Survey Office (MSO) who had no issues with this application and subsequent granting of
this license.

We acknowledge that Allihies Seafood Ltd. have been granted a license in this locality but we do not believe that
our site wil impede them from accessing their site or any local piers that they intend to use.

We hope that this objection can be dismissed, and we can move forward, developing our seaweed farming
businesg

There are no recorded submissions to application referemeember TO5/612A.



2.0 Oral Hearing Assessment

In line with Section 49 of the Fisheries Amendment Act 1997 an oral hearing may be conducted by the ALAB
regarding the license appeals.

An oral hearing was not requested by any of the Appellantseither of the applications.

3dn aAyAradsSNnRa CcAiAft S
In line with particulars of Section 43 of the Fisheries Amendment Act 1997 the following documented items
were sent to the ALABN relation to site reference numb&i05/607A from the Minister and wereeviewed:

- Copy of the submission to Minister;

- Copy of the application form maps and drawings,

- Copies of reports received in relation to the application;

- Copy of the Screening Matrix for Aquaculture activities in Outer Bantry Bay;
- Copies of the Draft Agaculture and Foreshore Licences;

- Copy of the notification of the Minister's decision to the applicant;

- Copy of the applicant's reply to the public and statutory comments;

- Location map of the surrounding area including the following;

1 Sites under applation;
1 Licensed sites; and,
1 Sites currently under appeal (if any).

ArcGIS shapefiles were also sent from the Department to Altemar Ltd. for the review.

LG akKz2dzZ R 60S y2dSR { KMaiine SuveylOKi& (MSD) Stadedompdiionh th thiCA £ S G F
development from a navigational viewpoint, but that the views of the Castletownbere Harbour Master should
be sought ¢

lfa2 Aa (KSHabby MastérSOxginally stafell tha nadigation North and North West of the site
would ke severely restricted for vessels transiting in that area. See text below regarding revised cégmments

In relation to Public ConsultationA 4 KAy ( KS a&hk gppligaiicd Was bubliclCaddedisediusing a
composite public notice covering aquacudt and foreshore elements in The Southern Star on 21 July, 2018.
The application and supporting documentation were available for inspection at Bantry Garda Station for a
period of 4 weeks following the publication in the newspaper.

There was one objectiaeceived from the public consultation process. The main concerns were;
w Access to Doreen Cove Pier.

w Safe navigation of larger vessels around existing sites.

The applicant replied to the public and statutory comments as follows;

The applicant is willingp trim the corner of the site so as to avoid the overlap with the area licensed for

seaweed harvesting. The applicant currently cultivates on an existing site 5 of the 7 listed species and plans to
continue trials seeking guidance from BIM. The seedigs all produced by Cartron Point Shellfish Ltd. All
species are native, with all material gathered for the hatchery from native plants. The applicant has experience
of fishing in this area and stated that the salmonids never ran/migrated in this aesdégdlion safety is the

NEBYAG 2F G(GKS alNAYS {dNBSe hFFAOS® ¢KS aAdS 61 & &c
Division to avoid the overlap with the seaweed harvesting area highlighted by the Department of Department

of Housing, Plaring & Local Government. The revised site was approved by the Marine Survey Office and the
Castletownbere Harbour Masteér



In line with particulars of Section 43 of the Fisheries Amendment Act 1997 the following documented items
were sent to the ALABN relation to site reference numbér05/612A from the Minister and were reviewed:

- Copy of the submission to Minister;

- Copy of the application form maps and drawings,

- Copies of reports received in relation to the application;

- Copy of the Screening MatrigrfAquaculture activities in Quter Bantry Bay;
- Copies of the Draft Aquaculture and Foreshore Licences;

- Copy of the natification of the Minister's decision to the applicant;

- Location map of the surrounding area including the following;

1 Sites under appiation;
1 Licensed sites; and,
1 Sites currently under appeal (if any).

ArcGIS shapefiles were also sent from the Department to Altemar Ltd. for the review.

In relation to public consultation within the ministerial file it is importantto notethe f f ZTheA y 3 «
application was publicly advertised using a composite public notice covering aquaculture and foreshore
elements in The Southern Star on 19 January, 2019. The application and supporting documentation were
available for inspection at Bantry €k Station for a period of 4 weeks following the publication in the
newspaperThere was one objection/observation received from the public consultation process. The main
concern was in relation to accessstarimp fishing groundsIEDsubsequently revised the area of the site to
20.68 hectares to reduce the impact on the shrimp potting lines in the areappheant had originally

applied for a 28.75 hectare siée



4.0 Context of Area

This Technical Advisors Report siglers twosepaate appeals, AP50/2019 and AP51/20d®jchrelate to

two distinctlicence applications, TO5/612A and TO5/607A respectiBath sites are located on the northern
shore of Bantry Bay, with T05/607A west of Adrigole Harbour and T05/612A in the coasta adjacent to
Trafrask Bog.te following sections provide an overview of Bantry Bay and the relevant factors to be
considered as part of an assessment of each appeal. Where necessary, specific reference to the relevant site
will be made.

4.1 Physical Beriptions

Bantry BayFigure 1)Js a marine inlet located in south west County Cdite proposed aquaculture sites are
seen in Figures 2, 3 and K.is the largest of the marine inlets in soutrest Ireland at approximately 35 km in
length, running ira southwest to northeasterly direction. The entrance to the Bay is approximately 10 km
wide, steadily narrowing to-8 km at its head. Bere Island, situated on the north shore, adjacent to
Castletownbere, and Whiddy Island lying near the head of theoBdlie southern shore are the two largest
islands in the Bay. The Bay is relatively deep in nature, with3®on water depth at its head.

The main population centres around the Bay include Bantry (2,722, Census 2016), Castletownbere (860,
Census 2016),Wruss (305, Census 2016) and Kilcrohane (127, Census 2016). The Bay is part of the West Cork
Municipal District, an administrative area in County Cork with a population totalling 57,052 as of 2016.

Bantry Bay is located in temperate climate with the ekisveather station being Sherkin Island Marine

Station (24 km to the south), which has on average over 1200 mm of rain per dfigure6. It has a 30&ar

long term average Max of 18C (July/Aug) and Min°Gf @anuary/Februanf}.is predominantly SW facing

and therefore open to the prevailing south westerly winds, which tends ttheelirection of the wind for

around 35% of the time, with winds above Beaufort Force 4 (irrespective of direction) occurring for 50% of the
time insouthrwestern Ireland.

The extreme ambient seawater temperatwange for Bantry Bay is fron?@ (rarely in January or February)
to 23°C (rarely, between July and September). There is little temperature variation with water depth in the
winter months, de to vertical mixing. However, during the summer, a thermocline can develop in deeper
areas, giving a vertical temperature gradient between the seabed (cooler) and the surface

Freshwater flow into Bantry Bay is seasonally variable reducing in the sutomdigh rainfall, particularly in

the winter months, feeds a large number of small rivers and streams, which are prone to periods of spate. The
main rivers draining into the Bay are the Clashduff /Adrigole River, the Glengarriff River, the Coomhopla River
the Owvane River and the Mealagh River. The Clashduff /Adrigole and Glengarriff Rivers originate in the Caha
Mountains, while the Coomhola River passes down the Borlin Valley. Both the Coomhola and Owvane Rivers
enter the Bay close to Ballylicky. The Néegn River reaches the sea via the Donemark Falls, just north of

Bantry town.
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4.2 Resource Users
Aquaculture Activity

CAAKSNASA | yR I|ljdz Odzf GdzNBE | NBE F aA3IYyATFAOFYyd &asSod2r

SELRNIA S&AGAYFGSR Fd epcn YAtEAZ2Y AY HAampdnthey §KS?
previous yeathe Wabgest Irish seafoo8 E LJ2 NI o6& @l fdzS A& LIStF3IAO dennny.
OeMMOYI HE0Y FNBaAaKgl(GSNI FAAK O0eypYI mMp:r0X Y2f f dzi(

OeHCYZ p20d® {SOUG2NENKRBLY FH KBHE T TiA2 Kd b geiRon(Akese egsbyBT T 2 f
AYONBLFASR (2 |y AYLNBAHKEBENSe 1SE LR MNITAA AWB g1 YR aRA {1
RSOtAYS AY wuwnmp 61 & 4SSy Ay LISt 3IA0as 6KSNB SELEZN
market pricé Q Q

Bantry Bay is a major centre for marine aquaculture activities, with a range of licenced facilities in operation.
Oysters, clams, abalone, urchins, scallop, mussels and finfish are cultured in the bay, while applications to
culture macroalgae existntotal there are 75 recorded aquaculture licences in Bantry Bay, four of which are
currentyW?! vy RSNJ ! LILISF £ QF 6KAES GKS NBYFAYAY3 1tm | NB
the aquaculture sites that are recordd&dsed on 2020 GIS shedjpe provided by the Alalirhe information

from these data in the vicinity of the appeal sites is seen in Figure 8.

f AC

Aquaculture Method Status No. Licensed
Finfish Intensive Licensed 5
Finfish Intensive Under Appeal 1
Seaweed Extensive Licensed 4
Seaweed Extensive Under Appeal 2
Shellfish Extensive Licensed 62
Shellfish Extensive Under Appeal 1

Thetable below is adapted from anvironmental Impact Statemetiiat was preparedas part of the Bantry
HarbourDevelopmentin 2010 It references information provided by Bl{data attributed to Mr John Denis,
BIM)that indicates the importance of aquaculture (specifically rope mussel and salmon) for the local
economy, in terms of bdtrevenue and employmenRope Mussel aquaculture activity in Bantry Bay
accounts for approximately 22% of total National production and this amounts to 17% of the total revenue
generated nationally. These figures showcase the substantial positive infp@dthis industry has on the

local economy of the Bantry Bay area.

Bantry Bay | % of National Total
Rope Mussel Salmon Rope Mussel Salmon
Employment Fulttime 12 10 18.5 9.0
Parttime 9 16 11.0 30.2
Casual 17 0 15.3 0
Total 37 26 14.3 15.9
Production Volume 1,923 1,882 21.9 12.0
(tonnes)
Sales | £ dzS 1,087,014 8,972,640 17.0 12.7

1 http://www.bim.ie/media/bim/content/funding-forms/flags/6083BIM-FLAGSSouth Strategyl.pdf

2https://www.housinq.qov.ie/sites/default/fiIes/foresh0rappIications/applicatiordocuments/eis part 9.pdf



http://www.bim.ie/media/bim/content/funding-forms/flags/6083-BIM-FLAGs-South-Strategy-1.pdf
https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/foreshore-applications/application-documents/eis_part_9.pdf
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Finfish

Salmon farming appears well established in Bantry Bay with four fully licensed facilities, two operated by
adzNLIKeéQa LNRAK {SIF22R [UR® FyR (62 2LISNI @nBhBisoe / z
an intensively farmed aquaculture typiarine finfish farms can be associated with increasedignt levels

in waters, arisingrom fish excretion and excess feed inplihe Bantry South Characterisation Report

identified NnoW QY I NR y'S LJ2 A ¥ (isuch Asirdde GrisingNBafiafishdas, in e vicinity of the

shellfish area

There are two salmon farms (T05/444D & T05/444E) located to the west of aquacultur@Sied7A

An application for a salmon farm at site reference TO5/555A is currently under appeal and this site lies west of
aquaculture siteT05/612A

Seaweed

There are six sites where the cultivation of seaweed is undertaken, or is due to be undertaken. Four sites are
fully licensed while there are two which are under appeal. A range of seaweed species are cultivated, with
Kelp the most common. Other species cultivated include: Native Red, Green and Brown; Dulse; Nori;

htr N SSRT YR 5S@AfQa ! LINPYy®

Of the six seaweed aquaculture sites two are operated by Allihies Seafood Ltd., with another two operated by
Wild Atlantic Sea Bducts (including site TO5/612A which is under appeal). A further site is operated by the
Marine Research Station, while the final site is an application by Dingle Bay Seaweed Ltd., and subject to
appeal (TO5/607A).

Shellfish

Shellfish cultivation is oplallowed to occur in designated Shellfish Areas as per the Eur@@amunities
(Quality of Shellfish Waters) (AmendnigRegulations, 2009 (S.I. 86.0f 2009) of which there are 63 in
Ireland. There are six Designated Shellfish Areas in Bantry Bay:

o Adrigole Harbourdies within Adrigole Harbour on the northern shore of Bantry Bay, and is Zihkm
area. Itincludes the relatively sheltered inner part of Adrigole Harbour, and the more exposed outer
area south of Orthon Islan@rdigole Harbour Shellfishrea is the closest designated area to sites
T05/607Aand TO5/612A.

o0 Bantry Inneris 11 km? in area and is located due south from Ardnamanagh South on the mainland to
Whiddy Point East on Whiddy Island, and from Cusroe on Whiddy Island due south taitkencha
near Dromclough, with the exclusion of Bantry Harbour. This is the largest designated shellfish area in
Bantry Bay

o0 Bantry Southis 2.9 km2 in area and is located on the southern shoreline of Bantry Bay, extending out
in the bay along the shoreline from Collack to Indigo Rock

o Castletownberdies between Bere Island and the mainland, on the northern shore of outer Bantry
Bay. Iti$.2 km2in area, and its boundaries are the northern shore of Bere Island eastwards from
Sheep Islands to Donegans Point, thence from Donegans Point across Berehaven to Coarrid Point on
the mainland, westwards along the mainland coast from Coarrid Poiktihanekeal, and from
Minanekeal across Berehaven back to Sheep Islands.

0 Glengariffis locatedat the northreastern corner of Bantry Bay. The designated shellfish area is 4.1
km? in area and includes all of Glengariff Harbour. The southern bounddrg désignated area is a
line from Big Point on the western side of Glengariff Harbour entrance to a point immediately south
of lllauncreeveen on the eastern side of Glengariff Harbour.

0 League Poinis 0.5 km? in area and is located on the southern shogedinBantry Bay, extending out
into the Bay east of League Point.

Shellfish cultivation is by far the most common form of aquaculture activity being undertaken in Bantry Bay,
with 62 licersed sites and one under appe@bDE/430A. Mussels tend to be the spies of shellfish that are
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predominantly cultivated, accounting for 55 of the §ies Of the remaining sites, there are five Oyster
FINYaz Gg2 {OFff2L1AQ FINVYa FyR | aAy3atsS ! NOKAY TFI C

Biotoxin testing of shellfish cultivated on sites in the bgyeidormed regularly and it offers an indication of

the health status of these speciedver a fie-year period between July 222015 and July$1202Q a total of
155samples ofwo species of shellfistCfassostrea giga& Mytilus eduli were tested fom Adrigole

Harbour. Samples are usually taken on a weekly basis and the results of the testing determines whether
harvesting of the named species can oc€mn.26 occasions the samples returned results that required a

closure of harvesting, while on an@h30 occasions harvesting was closed pending further sampling. On two
200l aArz2ya al YLX Sa oSNNSy RERS ONKSIRA RYUHBQAR QY 2¢§KS I &
samples) the results were adequate.

The Sea Fisheries Protection Authority (SFiPégared a Sanitary Survey Report of the Adrigole Harbour

Classified Protection Area (CPA) in 20R&garding aquaculture activities, it states that rope mussel

aquaculture see annual production rates of approximately 60 tonnes ¢HdI©Of | & ack MussBIRand Bx . T
F 2 NJ h Blrteiiti§aNchl¥aion ofC.gigaoysters is said to have commenced in 2013 on one oyster farm,

with two more applications in existence, whighQ O dzZNNBw (i 2y R$& MF YI N} Sd &aAl S

Agricultural Activity

Agriculture accounts for the majority of land use in the Bantry Bay area and is a significant sector of
employment. For example, CSO data for the West Cork Municipal District indicates that approximately 14% of
all persons at work were employedtime Agriculture, Forestry and Fishinglirstries as of 2016. At the level

of Electoral Divisions (ED) figures iftdustries of emfpyment are even higher in certain E&®und the Bay,

with some showing over 20% of the workforce as employed in thehesiries GlanloughEDrecords 21.6%,

CSO 2016). Such figures are far above the national average for these industtileis givets an indication of

the reliance on agriculture and fishing that exists in the area.

The Central Statistics Office (CE®f RSNIi 221 | W/ Sy & dzaed $ha petiod forn QoA tdl dzZNBS Q
2010, the aim of which was wompile census data on crops, livestock, farm labour and miscellaneous
agricultural item& Information from this exercise is useful to understand thenposition of agricultural

activities in particular areas and will now be used to provide some insights into activities in the areas adjacent
to the subject site(s)

SiteT05/612Ais located alongside the Electoral Division (ED) of Adrigdie followingnformation for
l RNA3I2tS 95 gl a NBINARSOSR FTNRY GKS /{hQ&a /Syadza 213

0 The total number of farms, classified by Agricultural Area Utilised (Aab)ecreased from 122 in
1991 to 95n 2010. However, while the number of farms that are less tB@mectares have
decreased, there has been an increase in those larger farms sized between 30 and 50 heitages
in 1991 and 18 in 2010

0 Interms of the usage of the total area farmed it was found that Pasture was the mosten and
had increased im 876 hectares to 944counting for roughly60% of total area farmed. Silagses
also saw an increase from 175 to 264 hectares. Rough Grazing saw a significant decline from 1,043 to
670hectares although it still accounted for a significant proportiohactivity. Crops also underwent
a dramatic decline and have fallen from 43 hectares to none.

0 Total cattle numbers have decreassabstantially from 2,746 in 1991 to 1,358 in 2010. Total sheep
numbers have also seen a major decrease from 7t855109

3 https://www.sfpa.ie/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=uD2d8E2V9IQ%3d&portalid=0&resourceView=1
4 https://www.cso.ie/en/methods/agricultureandfishing/censusofagriculture/
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o The total number of persons engaged imfiaactivity was recorded as decreasing from 210 persons
in 1991 to 166 in 2010. This has seemingly had an impaigtani I t Yy dzYo SN 2 F W! yydz
(AWU)which dropped from 1623WUs to 10dver the same time pericd

SiteT05/607A is located alongside the Electoral Division (ED) of Curry@laedollowing information for
/ dZNNEB It aa 95 gl a NBIUNASOHSR FTNRY (GKS /{hQa / Syadz

0 The total number of farms, classified by Agricudiuirea Utilised (AAU), haamained relatively
steady and shows a slight decrease in overall numbers from 73 in 1991rn®6%0.Farms of sizes
that range from between 10 to 20 hectares decreased from 22 to 15, while larger farms of between
50 and 10thectares also decreased from 4 to 1. The total number of farms of other sizes remained
roughly the same.

o Interms of the usage of the total area farmed it was found that Pasture was the mmosten and
had increased from 602 hectares tox4counting fa approximatelys50% of total area farmed.
Silageuses also saw an increase over the same time period from 91 to 176 hectares, whereas Rough
Grazing decreased from 571 to 397 hectares. In terms of crops, there are no longer any recorded as
farmed, droppingrom 23 hectares to zero

0 Regarding livestock, thetal cattlenumbers have decreased from 1,119 in 1991 to 726 in 2010.
There was an even greater decrease in the total number of sheep, which was recorded at 10,981 in
1991 but has dropped to 6,452 in 2D1

0 The total number of persons engaged imfieactivity decreased from 135 in 1991 to 109 in 2010,
whilei KS (2G4t  ydzyo SNJ (AWU)alodgereast from 205 MIpDverythe Samne
time period.

SitesT05/612Aand TO5/607Aare both locatedn close proximity to the Adrigole Harbour Designated

Shellfish Growing Areand while these sites will see the cultivation of seaweeds andmedtfish it is

considered useful to provide some conteXablel provides an estimate of the average numbéidairy and
drystock livestock units and the average loadings of nitrogen and phosphorus chemical fertiliser per hectare
of farmed land within the contributing catchment ae#or Adrigole Harbour, along with the national

averages for comparison purposes

Tablel. Average number of dairy and drystock livestock units and the average loadings of nitrogen and phosphorus chemical fertiliser
per hectare

Indicator AdrigoleHarbourCatchment National Average (p/ha of
(p/ha of farmed land) farmed land)

Livestock Units 0.61 LU 1.20 LU

Nitrogen Fertiliser 88.35 kg 92.09 kg

Phosphate Fertiliser | 6.22 kg 9.74 kg

In relation to the figure$or Adrigole Harbouthat are contained within the previousble, the Site
Charaterisation Report states that:

oLess than 40% of the area of this catchment is farmed land and the estimates of livestock density and
FSNUIAEA&ASNI dzAF3S FINB 2SN GKIFIY GKS yFdAz2ylf | @SN
investigates the dationship between catchment attributes (percentages of diffuse land cover including
agriculture), water chemistry and ecological status, does not highlight any diffuseeskin this catchment
However, the prevalence of w&oils in the catchmerdoud result in runoff from agriculturaahd and the

steep slopesould increase the risk of runoff. Agriculture is a possible source of the faecal contamination
indicated by shellfish monitoring and therefore agriculture could possibly be affecting shedifes quality in

this shellfish are® Q

5 The labour input of each person who worked on the farm was measured in terms of AWUs with one AWU being defined as 1800 bieucs
labour per person peannum.
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Thereport notes that here are several water discharge sources intoAlgeigole Harbourdesignated ara,
including the Adrigole River and Reen River, lidtvhichK | @S 6 SSy ARSYGAFASR | a LR
and are therefore considered satisfactory.

Angling andnshore Fishing Activity

The Inshore Fishing Atlas (2006) GIS shapefiles (http://data.marine.ie/Dataset/Details/20963) were consulted
in relation tothis appeal. Fishing methods used in Bantry Bay include, bottom trawling for Nephrops, whiting
and other white fish; midwater trawling for pelagic species; tangle netting; line fishing; setting pots for large
and small crustacea (lobsters, crabs, Nephrapd shrimps); bottom dredging for scallops; and, gathering of
periwinkles by hand. This atlas has a poor data resolution. All areas up to the HWM along the entire coastline
are classed as fishing areas. As a result it may over exaggerate the potentig fessource. Data relating
specificallyto the sitesin question indicate that only Charter Angling (Hook and line fishing) is carried out in this
area.

BioAtlantis Ltds proposngto
harvest Laminaria
hyperboreain areas of Bantry
Bay. As outlined inthe
Foreshore Application
(FS006064 the&rarea applied
for using a purposely
designed vessel equippe
with a winch, suction pump
and cutter. In an initial study
BioAtlantis found Laminaria
hyperboreato be the main
species in the areas applie
for. Laminara digitata was
not present in any of these
areas This is the preferred

oy e Do Ers 411 ] ears Forsshions Liosrics Map . e &‘

BAY
| Bé Bheanntrafl

species and was present i |
Kenmare BayThe objective is &l
to harvest the material ~ ; ESRES
without  disrupting  the

foreshore i.e. without making physical contact with the foreshore surface. This will be achieved by applying
moderate suction which will draw the weed into the cutter where it will be cupantped into the boat. There,

it will be stored in bags for transportation to the factory by roatie weed will be cut at a minimum 25
centimetres from its holdfast. This will be controlled by using sonar and sounder automation to operate the
winch so thecutter is maintained at this sqdoint distance the foreshofieé

The Marine Institute GIS based data on the inshore fishing activity/extent that were compiled in 2014, were
also examinedThere is inshore fishing activity in Bere Haven Sound. The resobitithe data is not high

but, it does indicate that the area of the proposed site is not being fisimecklation to T5/607A ialso shows

the difficulty that larger vessels would encounter in fishirgrthe proposed aquaculture site due to the
presene of other aquaculture installations and their moorings.

Shrimp Fishery in Bantry Bay

As outlinedThe commercial exploitation of shrimpalaemon serratugPennant) in Irelandy (Fahy and
Gleeson, 199% Palaemon serratus is at the northern limit of ifange in the British Isles. In Ireland it is most

8 Irish Fisheries investigations (New series) No1996 THE COMMERCIAL EXPLOITATION OF SHRIMP PALAEMON
SERRATUS (PENNANT) IN IRELAND by EDWARD FAHY AND PAUL GLEESON
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abundant in the southwest where it has been commercially fished since tHE9(d. Landings in recent years

have averaged between 200 aB@0 tonnes annually with an estimated export value af 82n. Tlese landings
represent a thredold expansion over those of the previous decade. The biology of the species was investigated
over a 12 month period in Bantry Bay using commercial gear. At most times of the year there is a bimodal length
frequency distribubn and the life expectancy is interpreted as 2 years. Condition factor does not vary much
during the year in males and immature females but the larger females put on up to 30% weight in the autumn.
The reproductive cycle in Bantry resembles that in tiwhsof England rather than that in north Wales, these

two locations providing earlier studies of the species. The largest females come into berry in October and egg
carriage within the population continues into the following summer; in May, a second girsupeller females,
belonging to the 0 age group, carries eggs. Corroborative evidence for this interpretation is provided by the size
of the ova and their developmental state. There would appear to be an influx of shrimp to Bantry Bay which
builds up fromMay and declines after January but cohort and gender migrations are unclear. Catch per unit of
fishing effort (cpue) is estimated from the weight of a consignment of shrimp delivered to a processor. Such data
are variable but they are also consistent atdble over the shotierm and throughout the range of shrimp
fisheries. A time series from 1977 to 1994 suggests a 36% decline; the significance of this is n@Hhaown.
fishing takes place during the autumn and winter montha.the southeast landirgyare taken throughout the

year but those outside the period August to January, inclusive, do not exceed 8% of the total. In the southwest
only 3% of landings are made outside these months, while in Connemara none was reported Mechanical grading
in the fadory is explored as a means of reconstructing age profiles. Two patterns of exploitation are described:
that of the southwest and southern coast has a larger proportion of 0 group shrimp which may reach 40% by
numbers of the total landings; in Connemara tbroportion of O group shrimp is much smaller. Attempts are
made to find some method of predicting aspects of the catch from biological and sea temperature data. There
is a suggestion that a large brood year is influential in producing a successor \We&eestimated 2 years

later. The sustainability of the shrimp fishery is unknown and two precautionary measures are suggested as the
basis of a management regime: enlarging the mesh size to improve the exploitation pattern and limiting the
fishing seasn.£

Inshore Angling

Information obtained fronnland Fisheries Irelarfdr Bantry Bayidentifies several areas that are suitable for
Shore Anglingef whichthe most relevantin terms of proximityare (Figure 9)

Bank Harbour (12)Bottom fishing for flatfish on flooding tide. Floatfish for mullet at high water.
Shot Head13); Spinning for mackerel and Pollack, and float fishing for wrasse.

Zetland Pie(14)¢ Bottom fishing for flatfish on flooding tide. Floatfish for mullet &gthwater.
Gerahies Pief19)¢ Float fishing for mullet and bottom fishing for congar.

Goats Patl{20); Spinning for mackerel and Pollack and float fishing for wrasse.

Collack21);, Float fishing for wrasse and spinning for Pollack.

Adrigole (C)Lugwormcan be dug on middle banks, also in the mud inshore mussel beds

O O 0O o0 o oo

https://oar.marine.ie/bitstream/handle/10793/794/1rish%20Fish%20Invest%20No0.1%20Commercial%20Exploitation%20
0f%20Shrimp.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
7 https://fishinginireland.info/sea/maps/
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Figure9. Shore Angling locations in Bantry Bay, Fishing Ireland
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Tourism and Leisure

Failte Ireland provide statistics on tourism in Ireland, with regitmaehkdowns for visitor numbers and

estimated spenél Outside of Dublin, the SouWest region which contains counties Cork and Kerry proved

the most popular for overseas tourists in 2018, attracting approximately 2.5million people in 2018. The
estimated2 G f NB @GSy dzS ISYSNIrGSR o0& (K SchSccadng WEaBte a G 2 dzN
Ireland

In terms of domestic tourists, the SowthSa i NBIA 2y Aa | OddzZ tfte& LNBflFyRQa
a total of 2.4 million visitorswho g&NJ G SR | LILINREA Y 08t & entn YAftfAZYy
AG Aa Of SI NJ ivist, dnd hy NS dciltigrRie Banfry2ada] &e important tourist locations.

Breakdowns for tourism statistics at settlement level do not exist, witlnGoand Regional levels providing

the lowest level of publicly available data. However, although figures for Bantry are not available, it is

generally agreed that tourism and recreation are significant contributors to the local economy of the Bantry
Bay&B Il & ¢KS YI 22N 4dz00Saa 2F LNBflIyRQa 2AfR !G4t yi.
seen as a clear indication of the growing importance of tourism to coastal communities.

¢CKS o6leéQa AaftlyRAX LI NI A Gdaimengdlygpopulad to Mdrists/aRd attréchaR R & L 2
growing number during the summer months. This is in addition to the many land based activities that are

dzy RSNIF { Sy 2y 020K GKS . SINY FYR {KSSLIQa | SIR LISy’
mary visitors to these areas, with the rugged landscape and scenic walks proving extremely attractive to
people(Figure 11).

8https://www.failteireland.ie/FaiteIreIand/media/WebsiteStructure/Documents/3 Research _Insights/ReyrismFacts2018.pdf?ext=.pdf
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In terms of waterbased activitiesleisure boating (yachting and kayaking), swimming, whale and dolphin
watching, bird watchingscuba diving and other water sports are key componenftsiarine tairism in the
region.The bay is also host to regular, scheduled cruise liner stops that see tourists from across Europe arrive
in the area, with anchorage occurring in Bantry Inner and Whiddy.

Sailing is a popular pastime in Bantry Bay and along the pdaingth information on the areas with highest
frequency of sailing recorded on the Marine Atld3ata indicates the most popular sailing areas tend to be
based along the northern shore of the bay, with particularly high concentrations along Castletev8daend.
There are two marinas identified in the Marine Atlas as being located in Bantry Bay: Bantry Marina, which is
located in Bantry town; and, Lawrence Cove Marine, which is located on Bear Ktaindierry ports are

identified at Castletownbere, bhaence Cove, Whiddy Island and Bantry.

o TO5/607A

Plate 1: Approximate location of T05/607a at low tide.
Other Activity

Bantry Bay Oil Terminah Conaoco Phillips oil terminal exists on Whitkdgnd serving as a distribution facility

F2NJ 2Af LINRPRdzOG& FyR Al A& 2lydgenetaFthelvésiels thaf seQidethe I NH S 2
Bantry Bay terminal are comparatively small in size, mostly under 100,000 DWT and predomaithimtithe

range 20,000 to 50,000 DWThe Site Characterisation Report for the Bantry South Shellfish Area found there

are no associated water quality issues.

QuarriesThere are two quarries located adjacent to Inner Bantry Bay, on the northern sharéAdegole.

The registered Owners/Occupiers of these quarries are Cornelius Sullivan and Tarmac Fleming Ltd. The
Tarmac Fleming Quarry was formerly known as the Wimpey Fleming Adrigole Quarry which at one stage
recorded annual production of 1.2 millionrioes. There are no recorded impacts on water quality for the
Adrigole Shellfish Area resulting from this quarry.

° http://atlas.marine.ie/#?¢=51.719€69.7593:11
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Wastewater Treatment System3 heAdrigole HarbourSite Characterisation Report identified 180 WWT
systems in a catchment of up to 20 kilorest from the area. It was found that the risk to surface and ground
waters from pathogens and phosphorus is high throughout the catchment, possibly due to inadequate
percolation. Many of the systems are located in hydrological unsuitable locations onfanbeaincorrect

type of system for their particular area. However, monitoring did not identify any water quality issues that can
be attributed to these WWT systems.

| ',-.H Salmon
TO5/607A farm boat

S

Plate 2: Approximate location of T05/607a at lodeti

Plate 3: Approximate location of TO3/8a (from southern shore of Bantry Bay).
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Figurell Tourism activies and locations of interest in Bantry Bay




4.3 Environmental Data
Water Quality

Bantry Bay is part of the DunmanBsintryKenmare water catchmentvhich, according to the EPdvainsan

area of approximately 1,90klometres squared and possesses a population of roughly 24,280 people. It is

stated that the catchment ¥ QR 2 Y A y | (i ScRestréndifigié&ies $fisandstone ridges and limestone
valleys that dominate the landscapesafuth and west Munster. In this catchment, the limestone valleys are

nearly completely submerged by the sdaaving been preferentially eroded compared to the sandstone

ridges lying between them and these valleys nhow make up Dunmanus, Bantry and Keaysashii the
alyRatGz2yS NAR3ISa F2N¥Y (G(KS aiAlSyszs {KSSLIQ& I SR . St

The EPAegularly sample and monitor bathing water quality at 147 locations across Ireland, however there

are no bathing water sampling location in Bantry Bag figarest samhg points are found in Dunmanus

Bay to the south and Kenmare Bay to the nasfiBantry Bay. The locations are Barley Q@wnmanus Bay)

and DerrynanéKenmareBay) 020K 2F gKAOK NBO2NRSR ol GKAg3 4 GS
2019 bathing seasonresuit® . 2 i K f20F A2y & KI &3S | OKASOSR (KS WSE
ol GKAYy3 &aStazy alYLXAy3d NB&dzZ & OHAMPI HAMCI HAMT
be achieved and suggests wagen this region are of a high standard.

Water Framework Directive

The Water Framework Directive (WFD) Monitoring Programme uses regular sampling of water bodies to

assign a classification on their status. The Shellfish Area Characterisation Repdrigole Harbour

provides details on the WFD Monitoring Programme and it states that the status of the coastal waters where
GKA& NBIF Aa ol asSR | NP T&tvdrikers discifaryhg thekiSiMtpoFtReNBS = & | { 7
shellfisharea are the Arigole River and Reen River. Both afdh rivers have been identifiddda W3I22 RQ & (
and therefore satisfactory.

The report concludes its water quality section by stating tH®2 § K SNBE | NB ¢ G SNJ ljdzr £t A G @&
but some of thes®f | 8 aAFAOlFI GA2ya 6SNB SEGNI LBGI7)GESR FTNRBY | &

Water atchments are made up of a series of subcatchments and the six subcatchments that lie immediately
adjacent to Bantry Bay are: Calashaduff; Coomhola; Fahane; Fanahy; (#feagd; Mealagh.

The Water Framework Directive Cycle 2 Assessment Report for theasciiment ofFanahyisbased on

information available to the end of 201Broposed aquaculture sifE05/607Ais located in coastal waters

that are adjacent to this ¢ahment. The WFD Repddund that seven of the eight river water bodies and two
f1F1S 61 GSN 02 RAMSly anSrNg waleyddy was deeNdd o pelpotentially at risk or

subject to a potential pressure due to the existence of forestry, dn@w there is no available monitoring data
forthisg | G SNJ 62R& YR Fdz2NIKSNJ FaaSaayvySyid A& NBIljdzA NBRO®
O2Fadlt 6FGSNDP2RASEAQ 2F GKAOK F2dzNJ I NB RSS¥BR Wy2(
¢CKSNB IINB (62 WLRISYGAlFIfte RSLISYRSYy(d 3INRdzyRéIl (SNJI ¢
requires review. There are three significant pressures identified in the subcatchment, two of which relate to
anthropogenic pressures and orgerelated to forestry.

Proposed aquaculture sifE05/612Ais located in coastal waters that lie adjacent to the two-salchments
of Clashaduff and Gengariff.

The Water Framework Directive Cycle 2 Assessment Report for theasthiment ofClashadufiis based on
information available to the end of 2015. A total of six water bodies are reviewed and it was found that two of
0KS GKNBS NAGSNE yR SIFOK tF1S INBE WwWQbh¢ !¢ wlL{YQC

10 https://www.epa.ie/pubs/reports/water/bathing/Bathing%20Water%20Quality%20Map%200f%20Ireland%202019.pdf

11 hitps://catchments.ie/wp
content/files/subcatchmentassessments/21 9%20FANAHY SC 010%20Subcatchment%28A8$888kD%20Cycle%202.pdf
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adl Gdza Q 2 0 2 8lériver &6 kas & HgB statuR dhjeclve however the ecological status of it
RSOf AYSR (2 WQIZDPRRIQbetadsNaf thapredskirEs likely nasulting from forestry. Both
potentially dependent transitional and coastal waterbesliare deerad not at risk, as ithe le potentially
dependent gromdwater water body. A single pressure was identified in the subcatchment, which is the
aforementioned forestry activities which specifically relate to clearfelling and are impacting the Adrigole.

The Water Framework Directive Cycle 2 Assessment Report for theadalbment ofGlengarriffis based on
information available to the end of 2015. It found tHHQ F £ f & S@Sy NRARGBSNI gl GSNJ 62 R,
CdzNI KSNX2NB>X GKS |aaSaavySyid NBO2NRSR WKAIK SO2ft 237
atlrdSR GKIG GKSasS GKNBS fa2 YSG GKSANI 2C5 20625002
coastal waterbodies (Outer Bantrafg Inner Bantry Bay and Glengarriff Harbour), none of which are deemed

to be at risk in terms of the WFD objectives. In addition, the sole potentially dependent groundwater

waterbody identified (Beara Sneem) was also deemed to be not at risk. No sigrifieasures were

identified in the subcatchment.

Shellfish Monitoring Programme

Shellfish flesh classifications are carried out under the European Communities (Live Bivalve Molluscs) (Health
Conditions for Production and Placing on the Market) Reguigtit996 (S.l. No. 147 of 199@)he Marine

Institute carries out shellfish monitoring at designated shellfish areas. This dedicated shellfish monitoring
programme involves analysing for general components, metals and organics in both water and bidessamp
Shellfish safety data can be obtained from the Marine InstitdtBs websitand it provides results of

sampling of specified shellfish flesh from each of the designated shellfisHéareas

Biotoxin results foMytilus edulig72% of total samplesind Crassostre giga@8% of total samplesh the
Adrigole HarboumDesignated Shellfish Area are provided in the table below. The results are taken from
regular sampling that occurred from July’22015 to July %2020, of which there are a total of 15ample
results.

Area Species Status  # of Occurrences % of Total

Closed 26 17%
Closed Pending 30 19%
Open 97 63%
Rejected; Nonstandard Reason 2 1%

12 http://webapps.marine.ie/HABs/Locations/Inshore
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4.4 Statutory Status
Nature Conservation Designations

The area oBantry Bay within which proposed aquaculture sit®5/607A and T05/6124 not located in any
Natura 2000 sites, nor does it have any other conservation or environmental designations attached. However,
the bay is adjacent to two Special Areas of ConseEmdBSAC) and two Special Protection Areas (GH#\)res

14-16).

1 Glengarriff Harbour and Woodland SAC (00@9®0has received its designation due to the presence
of a range of habitats/species listed on Annex I/ll of the EU Habitats Directive.
Featuresof interest are:
0 Old sessile oak woods with llex and Blechnum in the British Isles [91A0]
o Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excel8ioofadion, Alnion incanae,
Salicion albagp[91E0]
Geomalacus maculosgiserry Slug) [1024]
Rhinolophs hipposidero§l_esser Horseshoe Bat) [1303]
Lutra lutra(Otter) [1355]
Phoca vitulingHarbour Seal) [1365]

O O o o

T { KSSLIQa | SIR{KSBL®AnNhBAROAAE (GKS &d2dziKSNY 02dzyR
a SAC designation due to the presence of teriakteatures, dry heath and wet heath, habitats listed
on Annex Il of the Habitats Directivehas received its designation due to the presence of a range of
habitats/species, including the following features of interest:

o0 Northern Atlantic wet heaths wh Erica tetrali{4010]
o0 European dry heaths [4030]
0 Geomalacus maculosgikerry Slug) [1024]

1 Beara Peninsula SPA (0041839his site is a designated SPA under the Birds Directive due to the

presence of the following habitats/species listea Annex I/l of the EU Habitats Directive:
o0 Fulmar Fulmarus glacial}ldA009]
0 ChoughPyrrhocorax pyrrhocax) [A346]

1 { KSSLIQa | SIR (2 ¢cTKe sdaS8liffsReliff etiges andiamdaddjacendto these cliff
edges are considered some of the most important sites in Ireland for Chhidgts received its
designation due to the presence of a range abitats/species listed on Annex /1l of the EU Habitats
Directive. Features of interest are:

o0 Peregrine Falco peregrinygA103]
0 ChoughPyrrhocorax pyrrhocordxA346]

Protected Species

The areas within which thgroposedaquaculture sites are located are not, themselves, protected
conservation sites. However, there are a number of protected sites in the areas that surround Bantry Bay,
some of which have been outlined in the previous section. Many of these sites havestkttedir special
protection designation due to the presence of protected, or important species of flora and fauna.

TheKerry SlugGeomalacus maculosyus a species that is listed on Annex Il of the E.U. Habitats Directive and
one that has a remarkablyigjunct distribution in Europe, being known only from scutést Ireland, north

gSald {LFAY YR Yy2NIOKSNY t2Nldzarte !'4d {KSSLIQa | SIR
rocky wet heath and grassland.

ThelLesser Horseshoe B@hinolophu$ipposideroyis an Annex Il species and were formerly recorded in
high numbers in Glengarriff Castle. However numbers decreased at the Castle from the late 1990's onwards.
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Since then, summer roosts within the Glengariff Harbour SAC boundary have bedrnridgbree buildings.
The highest combined counts for the three summer sites were taken in July 2002 with a total of 228 bats.

The rocky islets in Glengariff Harbour support the largest colo@pafmon (Harbour) Se@hoca vitulin@in
the southwest oflreland (maximum count of 151 in the-&léland survey of 2003). This legally protected
species is listed on Annex Il of the E.U. Habitats Directive. In addition to the seal, th&tteaikutra lutra)
found throughout the wider area, in particular aeGlengariff.

TheChough(Pyrrhocorax phyrrhocoraiga species that is listed on Annex | of this Directive and an
AYVOSNYFGAZ2YFEE@ AYLRNIFY(OG LRLzZ FiA2y 2F o0NBSRAyY3
breeding pairs were recorded thin the Beara Peninsula site in the 1992 survey and 54 in the 2002/03
Adz2NDSed ynH OoNBSRAYI LI ANER oSNBE NBO2NRSR FNRY GKS
survey.

Otherspecies of protected bird that have been sighted in the areas around Bantry Bay inclueldrtiee
(Fulmarus glacial)jsand thePeregring(Falco peregrinus)in addition,widespread sightings of dolphins and

other sea mammals are said to occur in areaBaritry Bay. The marine mammal sightings of the Irish Whale
and Dolphin Group are shown in Figure 17.
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Figurel4. Special Areas of Conservation in proximity to the appeal sites
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