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SummaryDescription

Description:

Cultivation of mussels using longlines on the foreshore at Glanlough il
Bantry Bay, Co. Cork.

Licence Application

Department ReiNo:

TO5/430A

Applicant:

West Cork Seafoods Ltd.

aAyA&dSND

Grant of Aquaculture Licence

Appeal

Type of Appeal:

Appea(s)against the decision by the Minister for Agriculture, Food ang
Marine to grant Aquaculture and Foreshore Licences to West Cork
Seafoods Ltd. For the cultivation of mussedsg longlines.

Appellant(s):

AP32/2019%¢ lan Leslie Stretch
AP49/2019% Bantry Inshore Fishermen

Observers: N/A
Technical Advisor: | Altemar, Marineand Environmental Consultants
Site Inspection: 5" August 2020




1.0General Matters Appeal Details

This report constitutes a complete account of technical advice and information provided to the Aquaculture
Licence Appeals Board (ALAB) to support its assessment of the appeals submitted in respect to the §ranting o
aquaculture applicatiomeference number T05/430A in Bantry Bay, Cork.

1.1 Appeal Detail& Observer Comments/Submissions
Date Appeal Received:

Appeal Number Date Received by ALAB

AP 32/2019 20" November 2019
AP 49/2019 26" November 2019

Location of SiteAppealed:

Appeal Number Location of Site Appealed
AP 32/2019
AP 49/2019 Glanloughalong the south shore @antry Bay, County Cork.

1.2 Name of Appellant(s):
Appeal Number Appellant Address
AP 32/2019 lan Leslie Stretch LoughaninishGlenlough, Bantry, Co. Cork.
AP 49/2019 Bantry Inshore Fishermen Ahakista, Durrus, Bantry, Co. Cork.
Trafrask West, Adrigole, Beara, Co. Cork.

1.3 Name of Observer(s):
No official observations outside of Appellants/Applicants responses sidymitted/received.

1.4 Grounds for Appeal
The grounds for appeal for each Appellant are summarised below.

Appellant 1 lan Leslie Stretch AP32/2019

Issues
1. Carrying Capacity

The Appellant suggested that the subject area is currentér-exploitedin terms of aquaculture and
commercial activitieand any further aquaculture activities will have a detrimental effect on fish stocks.

2. Lack of EIA

The Appellant expressed dissatisfaction that there was no Environmental Impact Assessmethiocaras
part of the decisiormaking process.

3. Site Suitability (weather)

The Appellant questioned whether the location of the proposed site is too expos€dd Gt I Yy G A O T NERy
KA 3K Awhiéhfcdull @<ult in damage to infrastructure

4. Site Suithility (visual impact)

The Appellant expressed concern over the potentially obtrusive impact of the licenced activities in an area of
immense scenic beauty, particularly as there are more suitable locations already supporting licensed activities
elsewherein the Bay that would prove less obtrusive



5. Cumulative Impacts
The Appellant noted the extent of commercial activity in the area, both on land and in sea, and argues that
FIEN G22
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6. Amenity mpact (tourism)
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proposed activity potentially impacting this important industry.
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7. Statutory Consultees
The Appellant maintains that some of the bodiessuted during the statutory consultation process are not
suitable/relevant and that there may be a conflict of interest, while also maintaining that other relevant

bodies were not consulted.

8. Public Consultation Process
The Appellant maintains that thequaculture licence approval process is flawed as public requests for

information were not adequately facilitated.

9. Alternative Siting
The Appellant maintains that there is no evidence that alternatV® Y 2 NS  sitelzivérd eaplo@a@

locations fordevelopment
LINE C

10. SiteDesignation Process
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11. Legal Requirements
The Appellant argues that the Applicant is legally allowed to operatetedstaumber of longlines anthe

proposed application will see the Applicant exceed this quota.

12. Ownership Issues
The Appellant questions the legitimacy of claims made by the Applicant and repeated throughout the
application documentation that the Applicant is in ownership of Gearhies Pier. Instead, the Appellant cites
documentation that implies alternative ownershyb this site by Cork County Council
Ly | LILJE

KI R y
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13. Licencing Process
The Appellant argues that the Applicant has linksto athlld N1 @ ¢ K2 KI &
RSOFRSaQQ 6KAOK KlFaszx Ay STFFSOGI WwWQ2 oadidenHz

14. Sentimental Value
The Appellant argues that tharea is a location of immense sentimental value due to historical events that

occurred, namely the death of eight fishermen in an incident in 1918.



Appellant 2 Bantry Inshore Fishermen AP492019

Issues
1. CQumulative Impacts

The Appellanexpressed concern about the impact that an additional licenced activity will have on the
existing fisheries and aguaculture activities.

2. Site Suitability

The Appellanguestioned the suitability of the sitend whether adequate research has been carried out to
investigate the potential damaging effects of storm surges. They claim the site is in an exposed area and there
is significant potential for storm damage to take place during inclement weather.

3. Impactson Herring

The Appellantaised concerns on the impact the mussel farm practices may have on the spawning grounds of
herring.

4. Threats to Shellfish

The Appellantmaintains that mussel farming will lead to an increase in the population of starfish whichnwil
turn, significantly threaten local shellfish and shellfish fisheries.

5. Gonsultation Process

The Appellantaised concerns that adequate consultation with key, local stakeholders did not take place,
highlighting a failure on behalf of the Departmentd its officials.

MPp aAyAadsSNRa {doYriaarzy
Section 44 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 part 2 states that:

G¢KS aAyAdadSNI YR SIOK 20KSNJ LI NIée SEOSLIG GKS 1 LILX
the Board in relation to thappeal within a period of one month beginning on the day on which a copy of the
notice of appeal is sent to that party by the Board and any submissions or observations received by the Board

F FGSNI GKS SELMANI GA2Y 2F GKIG LISNA2R akKlff y2G 68 (

No submissions are enclosed from the Minister in the light of appeals.

1.6 Applicant Response
The Applicant magubmit a response to appeal submissions under the provision set out in Section 44(2) of
the Fisheries siendment Act 1997 which states:

GThe Minister and each other party except the Appellant may make submissions or observations in writing to
the Board in relation to the appeal within a period of one month beginning on the day on which a copy of the
notice of appeal is sent to that party tye Board and any submissions or observations received by the Board
after the expiration of that period shall not be considered it



Responses from Application Ref No. TO5/430A

The Applicant made two separate submissions as respondent to otherlappslibmissions. The Applicant
responses of the 22 May 2019 and 15 January 2020 are outlined here and where possible the issue
addressed is referenced back to the appropriate Appellant(s).

(i) Threats to Shellfish (AppellantBantry Inshore Fisherem)

The Applicant has responded to the claims of Appellant 2 that the addition of the proposed mussel farm to
Bantry Bay would threaten livelihoods of locals as mussels attract starfish which will, in turn, see the

reduction in shellfish stocks. The Applit argues that since the introduction of mussel farming in 1982 the
WFAAKAYI 2F LRGGSR aKNAY Ldudtyithe skelierardidoythat iaidbdted 601 & A
mussel lines. Furthermore, the Applicant states that starfish are a comedyoth mussel farmers and inshore
fishermen.

In a further response, dated TQanuary, the Applicant reiterates these statements and adds that
cooperation between both parties (Applicant and Appellant), Witf & dzLJLJ2 NJjshdulNBeoughtta Q Q
reduce the effect of starfish.

(i) Amenity Impact (tourism) and Cumulative Impacts (Appellankah Leslie Stretch)

¢

¢KS 1'LIWIX AOFYG YFRS  ONRIFR aGlFaGSYSyd GKIFG FOGSR I 2
against the proposed activity, in partilar the suggestions that there has beeW® & 1 SI Ré RSOt Ay S
08 dzie ©2F GKS F NBI 68 R dzSThaiApplidank &rguésdhat theM@ethéntioagdy 3 F I ¢
AYRdza i NAGHD SNILH 28 158 2lsdfreSult in th@tiplédirécCeMployment opportunities in
20KSNJ 4aSOG2NA® LG Aa &adl GGBRNAI KNy Sredeasmbihat afiadiaaodyiraf { FAN
as a sector, offersth# Q2 y f @ @A indutalSeaofmmdnitiés NsBc &3 those in Bantry Bay.

(iif) Ownership Issues (Appellant 2)

The Applicant has provided a scanned copy of a Land Register Folio Map (No. 36789f) which, it is claimed,
AYRAOFGSa OGKIFIG GKS 1L AOFYyiGQa FILUKSNI A& Ay 26y SNE
Cauncil maintain the pier and that a public right of way exists. This is in response to the suggestion by the
Appellant that Cork County Council are the owners of the pier.

(iv) Site Suitability (Appellant 2)

The Applicant argues that there has be&) O & WA dnpSe@@entinthe? QY22 NA Yy I adaidsSya
I lj dzI Odzf (i dzN&hicthwillRjzdie M safdt@ad production of the farm.

(v) Impacts on Herring (Appellant 2)

The Applicant acknowledges that the area was traditionally an important locttidrerring fishing,
however, it is claimed that herring fishing has declined significantly-timer. The Applicant states that, to
their knowledgeW Qy 2 KSNNAY 3 KI @S 0 930years. yRSR | & DSNI KASa I

1.6.1 Additional Submissions/Responses

In addition to the formal appeals, two further submissions were received in response to the application for
licensewith reference number T0O5/430A hese are summarised below:

T05/430A- Submission 1 (Valerie Bush)

The Party responsible for the submission, received by email on 06/01/2020, state®VtieR A atYhei Q Q
perception that¥ Q ¥ S ¢ >of the Eommghs Or@bservations made by the local community were considered
by the Minister when passing judgemeiitiey ask that the following points raised throughout previous
observations are reonsidered:



Overusing the area;

Other sites are more suitable [for activity] yetare MIQR S F dzy O G QQ

¢CKS WQAYLI NIAFEfAGE 2F 0iESBIINBSTASE o0& GKS al
¢ KANFO2NR 2F GKS FLIWIX AOFYyd Ay LI ad SydSNLINRA
Ownership of Gerahies Pier

The impact on the natural environment and an area of natural beauty

N
S

ok wbhpE

The statement continues by highlighting a need to address$kiteS y @ A NiBipadt &yl the degradation of

0KS { KSSLBAKSF R LISYAY adz .IFurtbeémom®, 2h¥ dafeMEnhargiies R eSafed haly S v (
become known for tourism and its immense scenic beauty due to the relatively undisturbed and remote

nature ofit. Ith & 06 SSy WQdzySELX 2A0SRQQ dzyiAf NBOSyiltes K2g¢
commercial developments and increasing road traffic.

TO5/430A-{ dzo YA a4 &dA 2y H 06aAOKFIStf YR 52yyl hQ5NxRaoz2ffo

A submission was received on 13/01/2020 where the Party resipée sought to outline their opposition to

the decision by the Minister to grant the aquaculture licence. In a broad opening statement, it is argued that:

the concentration oW Q Y dzf (G A LX S YhadNdegatieliingpRotizd theNaled thedeCare cerms about

the past practices of the Applicant; there was a disregard for the economic and environmental interests of the
wider community; a lack of supporting evidence for decigitaking; an absence of an Environmental Impact
Statement; and, a lack ofekeholder engagement.

|l RRAGAZ2yFffeYx RSGFEAESR O02YYSyidia 6SNB YIRS dzy RSNJ (¢
WI ROSNBS 9FFSOGa 2y GKS ¢2dz2NRAY 902y 2Ye QdeafthdzY YI NEB
theme are provided below.

Inadeguate Standard of Review

1. It is argued that there is no documentary evidence provided to support the ministerial decision.
Referencesto? Q& OA Sy (ihave RoDbeén RIgbBr&& QN or supported by proof aftsu
advice;

2. It is claimed that the subjeslite isW QSELIR2 SR (2 FNBIdSyd KAIK GAYI

& dzNAEN8, therefore, other sites (T05/306A, TO5/069A, T05/69B and T05/433) under licence by
the Applicant which are currently unused would prove more suitable alternatives. In addmisn, t
legal validity of the current application is questioned as it is claimed thébelis/ 2 A Y F 2 NX I (0 A
I £ dn ficence number TO5/430 A&B being granted or denied, an application that relates to the
Applicant

3. It is stated that there has been insufficieneisearch undertaken into the effects of the mussel
farm on either the existing wild fisheries or the economic impact on the fishermen.

4, An argument is made that Failte Ireland were not consulted with prior to a decision on the
application. It is claimed #t this is particularly important considering the tourism potential of the
I NSl FyYyR (0KS adGFrGSR 202S00A0Sa Ay [ 2N] [/ 2dzyié
tourist assets ( Core Strategy Objective 4.4; 8.2.1 and 13.7.1)

5. It is stated that stffcient consultation with? Q Y I 2 2 NJ & anld, inpa&teulaR BB Q Q
surrounding community in relation to decisionaking on behalf of the Department failed to take
place.



Adverse Effects on the Tourism Economy

1. The area is designated asVsQ + S N¥alud Laridiscape, Very High Sensitivity Landscape,
bFrGA2ylffe LYLRNIFY(OG [FYyRAOF LIST ahdytBupgoys ! NBI 2
significant tourism and associated services industries. It is claimed that the continued expansion
of commercidactivity, whichincldSa G KS | LILJX AOFyGQa LINRBLRALFfI A
the tourism industry, an industry which genera®<Q ¥ NJ Y2NBE Ay 02 YStha2 NJ Y
the mussel farm could. It is claimed that no proper assessment of the iropatie tourism and
services sectors has been carried out.

2. ¢CKS adlaSYSyd Ay KR IKASY ALINRIRIAES RR ROAESA 2yLIYISK/1G(
SFFSOOG 2y GKS SO 2s/canested ashit isicl&iBed th@®a K 2 dzidlss | KIOFS Q Q
insuficient and a detailed review of the performance of existing marine industries is required. The
persons responsible for the submission argue that the existing marine industries have been
LISNF2NXYAY3 LIR2NI & YR KI @S I|rismieterpides thabwillbéi A OQQ
impacted negatively, butha! QRS Y2y aid NI 6 SR GKS OF LI OAdGe F2NJ

3. It is claimed that the Applicant, and associated companies, #®0 NBI OKSR @OLINB A 2 c
O2y RAGA 2y a ,cedullirfg in ihe dckmyiatian &f@&ste and other dumped material in
the area.

T05/430A- Submissior8 (Finnianh Q5 N&A a4 O2f f 0

A submission wasent by email b€ A Y Y A | Y oh0YG1IRB26 00tENIng eight observations (summarised
below):

1)2Sad /2Ny {SIF¥22Ra aidlGS GKS I NBF A yThid§veSoaténted y A &
| danydarea of the country which has an Aquaculture Licence to grow shellfish is therefmteain f
Designated growing area

2)LY NBfl GA2Yy (2 duétO oy HosdibedirStieS@mmiéramonihs which would render the
shellfish unsafe for consumptiothge growers specifically altered their cycle to have mature Mussels ready for
the Auumn Winter market from November to May approximately;@0percent of Bantry Bays Mussels go
straight to the European continent for the fresh shellfish market. Before 2010 there was two Mussel Factories in
the area but with the large Bantry Bay Seafooldsmpwhich would Have processed most of Bantrys Mussel now
defunct and turned into a FinFish utility there now is little option but to ship direct to Europe. This is costly as
the grower has Freight, pallet and Mussel bag which are not returned to cgr 6 KA OK | Y2 dzy G a
Ton approximately yet the price per Ton of Mussel has not increased in over a decade, therefore surely with the
amount of already omnipresent idle Mussel growing areas in Bantry Bay there is every possibility of flooding this
seasonal market thus negatively impacting on the present growers who are producing Mussels for export
continuously with years of a virtuous track recérd

A KS al NAYyS LyaidAaiddziSQa RSOAaA2Yy (G2 dzy RS Nlpginjos GKS
Al aKz2dAZ R KIFI@S aG22R FaARS 6KSyYy Fa AlQanendbéroftVBRR Ay
Cork Seafoods, better yet to have sought an area such as from the Port of Cork which operate Bantry Marine
and Pier, that way it wdd have avoided this issue and the money used for the grounds could have been put
back into the area from Port of Cagk

4) 6GAbandoned Sites, as stated axiomatically in the appeal there are a number of unused sites for Mussels
already licenced in outer B&ry Bay, Most of these are nearer Bantry which would be more prudent to
operate as would be less of a journey for Baats.

(5) éFastnet Mussels as you see from documentation provided already applied in 1998 for this licence along
with T05/430B, On examirgnthe coordinates from then and the present applications they are for the same
area however the latter applications take in more area due North. Why has the Department not clarified why
the 1998 application was not dealt with, also why does Fastnet wiioebepartments website hold a number

of licences for Mussel growing not use theiss quiet extraordinary that if companies/families aret using

7



their licences which apparently is in contravention to protocol that this somehow is advantageous tm@cquir
more licences

6) GAs stated and well known is that just East of this licence lies the Salmon farm T05 122/N1 which suffered
huge storm damage in February 2014, this resulted in a major fish escape and ended up with the Department
unsuccessfully attepiing to revoke the licence in the High court, perversely this current licence was granted
West of here which goes against all scientific advice pertaining to climate and more frequency of storm surges
predicted. The fact that the site at Gortnakilla ha&eb unused for a decade would indicate its folly to licence

this area, also the fact that the accompanying licence T05/430B was correctly refused means that the original
claim by the applicant of six jobs is not accurate and should have been redressed@partment prior to

this appeal because it appears it is not financially viable nor environmentally so to ruin such a salient area of
natural beauty for an unneeded licente

(7) dThe issue raised with accompanied documentation about the ownership avhi€e highlights the
Departments desultory efforts pertaining to all matters associated with the Statutory public consultation
process, it also clearly defines the presumptive arrogance of a person to lay claim to a structure hundreds of
years old and wieh public money has been used to upkéep.

@®LY RRAGAZY Al & dear@mpathyiaSdRciaiedwitli thelD€@uideniyiBad tiée Marine
LYyadAddziS 6KAOK TFdzZNHKSNJ F2YSyida GKS LJzof A Oenlds NOS L.
I RRNBaa (GKS FIFOG GKSNBQa | YLES INBIF Ay . FyadNE I NI
has it been stated this licence is actually needed, as outlined a huge Mussel processing Factory was left mutate
from shellfish to finfis production, these unused licenced areas with the exception of T5/408 which was an
egregious decision to grant anyway must be dealt with, | cannot see why these sites are not demanded by the
Department to start production again, revoking the licences as tlve case with the Salmon Farm would lead
almost definitely to legal action thus more taxpayer money used, No one has called for a stop to grow Shellfish
in Bantry but just to utilise the area there already and liase with current growers who are pipdufficient

tonnage and perhaps they can grow more if markets dictate. | understand this is a long submission however it
OFlyy2i 06S 2@SNRGIGSR GKS OdzNNByd aidlrdS 2dziSNI . | yal
where this latest licere has been granted. Ministers come and go and | am sure are only acting on the advice
of the relevant divisions so | call on the ALAB board to please overturn this licence T05/430A and preserve this
most outstanding area of the Peninsidla



2.0 OralHearing Assessment

In line with Section 49 of the Fisheries Amendment Act 1997 an oral hearing may be conducted by the ALAB
regarding the license appeals.

An oral hearing was not requested by any of the Appellants

3dn aAyAaidSNDa CAftS

In line with particlars of Section 43 of the Fisheries Amendment Act 1997 the following documented items
were sent to the ALAB frothe Minister and were reviewed:

- Copy of the submission to Minister;

- Copy of the application form maps and drawings,

- Copies of reports receid in relation to the application;

- Copy of the Screening Matrix for Aquaculture activities in Outer Bantry Bay;
- Copies of the Draft Aquaculture and Foreshore Licences;

- Copy of the notification of the Minister's decision to the applicant;

- Copy of the aplicant's reply to the public and statutory comments;

- Location map of the surrounding area including the following;

1 Sites under application;
1 Licensed sites; and,
1 Sites currently under appeal (if any).

ArcGIS shapefiles were also sent from Brepartment to Altemar Ltd. for the review.



4.0 Context of Area

This TechnidaAdvisors Report considers tvgeparate appealéAP32/2019 &AP49/2019that relate to an
application for an aquaculture licen€€05/430A. The proposed site is located on teeuthem shore of
Bantry Bay, near the Townland of Glanloudie Tollowing sections provide an overview of Bantry Bay and
the relevant factors to be considered as part of an assessment of eaclalappe

4.1 Physical Descriptions

Bantry BayFigure 1)s a marine inlet located in south west County Cork. It is the largest of the marine inlets

in southwest Ireland at approximately 35 km in length, running in a sewutit to north-easterly direction.

The entrance to the Bay is approximately 10 km wideadily narrowing to 3t km at its head. Bere Island,
situated on the north shore, adjacent to Castletownbere, and Whiddy Island lying near the head of the Bay on
the southern shore are the two largest islands in the Bay. The Bay is relatively deepré ndth 20¢ 30m

water depth at its head.

The main population centres around the Bay include Bantry (2,722, Census 2016), Castletownbere (860,
Census 2016), Durruss (305, Census 2016) and Kilcrohane (127, Census 2016). The Bay is part of the West Co
Municipal District, an administrative area in County Cork with a population totalling 57,052 as of 2016.

Bantry Bay is located in temperate climate with the closest weather station being Sherkin Island Marine
Station (24 km to the south), which has on ag# over 1200 mm of rain per annufigureb. It has a 30gar

long term average Max of 28 (July/Aug) and Min of6 (January/February). It is predominantly SW facing

and therefore open to the prevailing south westerly winds, which tends tthéelirection of the wind for

around 35% of the time, with winds above Beaufort Force 4 (irrespective of direction) occurring for 50% of the
time in southwestern Ireland.

The extreme ambient seawater temperatui@nge for Bantry Bay is fron?@ (rarely in Januarpr February)

to 23°C (rarely, between July and September). There is little temperature variation with water depth in the
winter months, due to vertical mixing. However, during the summer, a thermocline can develop in deeper
areas, giving a vertical tempdraie gradient between the seabed (cooler) and the surface

10
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4.2 Resource Users
Aquaculture Activity

CAAKSNASE YR Fljdz Odzf GdzNB FFNB | &aAIYyAFAOFLYydG &asSodz2n
SELRZNI& SadAYFGSR i epcn YAtftAZ2ZY AY HAampdnthey GKS)
previous yeathe Wabgest Irish seafoo8 E LJ2 NI o6& @l fdzS A& LIStF3IAO dennny.
OeMMOYI HE0Y FNBaAaKgl(GSNI FAAK O0eypYI mMp:r0X Y2f f dzi(
OeHCYZ p20d® {SOUG2NENKRBLY FH KBHE T TiA2 Kd b geiRon(Akese egsbyBT T 2 f
AYONBLFASR (2 |y AYLNBAHKEBENSe 1SE LR MNITAA AWB g1 YR aRA {1
RSOtAYS Ay wunwmp 6+& &aSSy Ay LISt 3aIrA0azr gKSNB SELRNI
market pricé Q Q

Bantry Bay is a major centre for marine aquaculture activities, with a range of licenced facilities in operation.
Oysters, clams, abalone, urchins, scallop, mussels and finfish are cultured in the bay, while applications to
culture macroalgae existntotal there are 75 recorded aquaculture licences in Bantry Bay, four of which are

W' yRSNI I LILISEHE QY gKAES GKS NBYFAYAYTI vmM NB fA0Syac
aquaculture sites that are recorded.

Aquaculture Method Status No. Licensed
Finfish Intensive Licensed 5
Finfish Intensive Under Appeal 1
Seaweed Extensive Licensed 4
Seaweed Extensive Under Appeal 2
Shellfish Extensive Licensed 62
Shellfish Extensive Under Appeal 1

Thetable below is adapted from aBnvironmental Impact Statemettiat was preparedas part of the Bantry
Harbour Devlopmentin 2010 It references information provided by Bl{data attributed to Mr John Denis,
BIM)that indicates the importance of aquacute (specifically rope mussel and salmon) for the local
economy, in terms of both revenue and employmeRtpe Mussel aquaculture activity in Bantry Bay
accounts for approximately 22% of total National production and this amounts to 17% of the total eevenu
generated nationally. These figures showcase the substantial positive impact that this industry has on the
local economy of the Bantry Bay area.

Bantry Bay | % of National Total
Rope Mussel Salmon Rope Mussel Salmon
Employment Fulttime 12 10 18.5 9.0
Parttime 9 16 11.0 30.2
Casual 17 0 15.3 0
Total 37 26 14.3 15.9
Production Volume 1,923 1,882 21.9 12.0
(tonnes)
SEIES + | £ dzS 1,087,014 8,972,640 17.0 12.7

1 http://www.bim.ie/media/bim/content/funding-forms/flags/6083BIM-FLAGSSouth Strategyl.pdf
2https://www.housinq.qov.ie/sites/defathiIes/foreshoreappIications/applicatiordocuments/eis part 9.pdf
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Finfish

Of the six finfish aquaculture sites that exist, five are licensed while the remaining one is currently under
appeal. Five of the sites, including the license currently under appeal, are Salmon farms, while the sixth site is
a Rainbow Trout farm.

Salmon &rming appears well established in Bantry Bay with four fully licensed facilities, two operated by
adzNLIKeéQa LNRAK {SIF22R [(UR® FyR (62 2LISNI énBhBisoe / z
an intensively farmed aquaculture typiarine finfish farms can be associated with increasedieut levels

in waters, arisingrom fish excretion and excess feed inplihe Bantry South Characterisation Report

identified noW QY I NRA Yy S LJ2 A Y (isuch asahede SrisingNiBrafiaafidtNasrasfieicinity of the

shellfish area

Seaweed

There are six sites where the cultivation of seaweed is undertaken, or is due to be undertaken. Four sites are
fully licensed while there are two which are under appeal. A range of seaweed species are culithated

Kelp the most common. Other species cultivated include: Native Red, Green and Brown; Dulse; Nori;

hlF NBEgSSRT FYRI 5S@AfQa ! LINRPYy®

Of the six seaweed aquaculture sites two are operated by Allihies Seafood Ltd., with another two operated by
Wild Atlanic Sea Products (including site T0O5/612A which is under appeal). A further site is operated by the
Marine Research Station, while the final site is an application by Dingle Bay Seaweed Ltd., and subject to
appeal (TO5/607A).

Shellfish

Shellfishaguacultue is encouraged withinésignated Shellfish Areas as per the Europgéammunities
(Quality of Shellfish Waters) (AmendnigRegulations, 2009 (S.I. §6.0f 2009) There areé3 Designhated
Shellfish Aream Ireland. There are six Designated Shellfish Areas in Bantry Bay:

0 Adrigole Harbouties within Adrigole Harbour on the northern shore of Bantry Bay, and is Zihkm
area. Itincludes the relatively sheltered inner part of Adrigole Harbour, and the exposed outer
area south of Orthon Island

o Bantry Inneris 11 km2in area and is located due south from Ardnamanagh South on the mainland to
Whiddy Point East on Whiddy Island, and from Cusroe on Whiddy Island due south to the mainland
near Dromcloughwith the exclusion of Bantry Harbour. This is the largest designated shellfish area in
Bantry Bay

0 Bantry Southis 2.9 km2 in area and is located on the southern shoreline of Bantry Bay, extending out
in the bay along the shoreline from Collack to IndRprk(SiteT05/430Ais located within the Bantry
South Shellfish Area).

o Castletownberdies between Bere Island and the mainland, on the northern shore of outer Bantry
Bay. Itis 6.2 km2in area, and its boundaries are the northern shore of Bere Istiwdrels from
Sheep Islands to Donegans Point, thence from Donegans Point across Berehaven to Coarrid Point on
the mainland, westwards along the mainland coast from Coarrid Point to Minanekeal, and from
Minanekeal across Berehaven back to Sheep Islands.

0 Glengariffis locatedat the northreastern corner of Bantry Bay. The designated shellfish area is 4.1
kmz2 in area and includes all of Glengariff Harbour. The southern boundary of the designated area is a
line from Big Point on the western side of Glenga#dfbour entrance to a point immediately south
of lllauncreeveen on the eastern side of Glengariff Harbour.

0 League Poinis 0.5 km? in area and is located on the southern shoreline of Bantry Bay, extending out
into the Bay east of League Point.
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Shellfish cultivation is by far the most common form of aquaculture activity being undertaken in Bantry Bay,

with 62 licersed sites and one under appe@bD6/430A. Mussels tend to be the species of shellfish that are
predominantly cultivated, accountingif 55 of the 63ites Of the remaining sites, there are five Oyster
FINYaz Gg2 {OFff2L1AQ FINYa FyR | aAy3atS ! NOKAY FI C

The Sea Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA) prepared a Sanitary Survey Report of the Adrigole Harbour
Classified Protection Ar§€PA) in 2086 Regarding aquaculture activities, it states that rope mussel

aquaculture see annual production rates of approximately 60 tonnes dHdi©Of | 8aA FASR +a . T
T 2 NJ h RlriteiitiGaNchly®ion ofC.gigasoysters is said to have commenced in 2013 on one oyster farm,

with two more applications in existence, whighQ O dzNNBw (i 2y R$& MF YI N} Sd &aAl S

Biotoxin testing of shellfish cultivated on sites in the bgyeidormed regularly and ibffers an indication of

the health status of these specigdver dive-year period between JuBO" 2015and March ¢ 2020, a total

of 207samples of Mytilus edulis were tested frddantry South Samples are usually taken on a weekly basis

and the resuk of the testing determines whether harvesting of the namedcsg® can occur. On a total of 42
occasionghe tests returned results that required the closure of the waters for harvesting, 13 of these

occasiod ¢ SNBt GYRAFIRI oH HENBS WE | PaSRIO0 (+ §aBBiongHe2 6 S TS N.
samples taken were deemed to be of the required standard for harvesting.

Agricultural Activity

Agriculture accounts for the majority of land use in the Bantry Bay area and is a significant sector of
employment. For example, CSO data for the West Cork Municipal District indicates that approximately 14% of
all persons at work were employed in the Agriculture, Forestry and Fislingtiies as of 2016. At the level

of Electoral Divisions (ED) figures iftdustries of empoyment are even higher in certain E&®und the Bay,

with some showing over 20% of the workforce as employed in theiestries GlanloughEDrecords 21.6%,

CSO0 2016). Such figures are far above the national average for these industtikis givits an indication of

the reliance on agriculture and fishing that exists in the area.

¢KS /SYyiNXt {dF0GAaGA0a hTFAOS 6/ {edihe pdriodRi®OMNIO12g | W/
2010, the aim of which was wmpile census data arops, livestock, farm labour and miscellaneous

agricultural item& Information from this exercise is useful to understand the composition of agricultural

activities in particular areas and will now be used to provide some insights into activities in the areas adjacent
to the subject site(s).

SiteT05/430Ais located adngside the Electoral Division (ED) of Glanlodgie following information for
Df I yf2dzaK 95 gl a4 NBINASOSR FNRY GKS /{hQa [/ Syadza

NY

0 The total number of farms, classified by Agricultural Area Utilised (AAU), has decreased from 29 in
1991 to 24in 2010. However, whilthe number offarms that are less than 30 hectareave
decreased, there has been an increase in those larger farms sized between 30 and 50 hectares.

o Interms of the usage of the total area farmed it was found that Pasture wasmds¢ common and
had increased from 240 hectares to 352, accounting for almost 50% of total area farmed. Silage and
Rough Grazing accounted for the majority of the remainder with 145 and 144 hectares respectively,
with Hay recording 9 hectares.

0 Total cattt numbers have decreased from 754 in 1991 to 678 in 2010, whereas total sheep numbers
have also decreased from 812 to 379.

3 https://www.sfpa.ie/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=uD2d8E2V91Q%3d&portalid=0&resouwceYie
4 https://www.cso.ie/en/methods/agricultureandfishing/censusofagriculture/
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o0 The total number of persons engaged in farm activity saw a slight increase from 44 in 1991 to 49 in
2010, however the total number 8! yydzl £ 2 2N)] | yAGaQ atg | &t AIKI
same time periodl

T05/430Ais a proposed mussel cultivation site and is located in the Bantry South Designated Shellfish
Growing AreaTablel provides an estimate of the average numlzédairy and drystock livestock units and
the average loadings of nitrogen and phosphorus chemical fertiliser per hectare of farmed land within the
contributing catchment areas for Bantry South, along with the national averages for comparison purposes.
This information was obtained from the Shellfish Waters Characterisation Reports prepared by the
Department of the Environment, Community and Local Governfnent

Tablel. Average number of dairy and drystock livestock units and ¥ieeage loadings of nitrogen and phosphorus chemical fertiliser
per hectare

Indicator Bantry South Catchment National Average (p/ha of
(p/ha of farmed land) farmed land)

Livestock Units 1.12 LU 1.20 LU

Nitrogen Fertiliser 116.48 kg 92.09 kg

Phosphate Fertiliser | 8.31 kg 9.74 kg

In relation to the figure$or Bantry South that are contained within the previdable, the Bantry South Site
Charaterisation Report states that:

Gh@SNI pr: 2F (GKS | NBI 27 thodgh livestOdk dedsiias ary simildr o th& | NIY SR
national average, the estimates of fertiliser usage in this catchment are quite high compared to the national

I SNF 3Sad ¢KS 9t! Qad RAFTFdAdzZAS Y2RSt NRa| laam@tavYSyi:
attributes (percentages of diffuse land cover including agriculture), water chemistry and ecological status,

does not highlight many diffuse risk areas. However, the prevalence wet soils in the catchment could result in
runoff from agricultural land ad the steep slopes could increase the risk of runoff. However, monitoring in this
shellfish area does not indicate any water quality issues likely to be associated with agriculture and therefore
agriculture is unlikely to be affecting shellfish water gualé Ay (KA a aKSttFAakK | NBI g

The report notes thathiere are several water discharge sources intoBlaatry Southdesignated are,

AyOf dzZRAY3IAY GKS LyySN . watergdebtystatdsjitziGldiough RikeOnhichkhbszaa | W E
WKAIKQ yaRDI (G3ST YA § 20SSy23S w20SN) 6KAOK KFa | w3z?2
considered satisfactory.

In reference to thevulnerability ofcatchmentsurface waters to pathogens from subsoil dischartes site
characterisation report2 Y A A RSNB & dzo AadzNF I OS 4 GSNBE Ay (GKS | R22A)
potential. In this regard, there may be a risk of negative impacts on the Shellfish Growing Area if

contamination of subsurface waters occurs.

Angling andnshore Fishig Activity

The Inshore Fishing Atlas (2006) GIS shapefiles (http://data.marine.ie/Dataset/Details/20963) were consulted
in relation to this appeahnd seen in Figures 9Rishing methods used in Bantry Bay include, bottom trawling

for Nephrops, whiting andther white fish; midwater trawling for pelagic species; tangle netting; line fishing;
setting pots for large and small crustacea (lobsters, crabs, Nephrops and shrimps); bottom dredging for
scallops; and, gathering of periwinkles by hand. This atlaa pasr data resolution. All areas up to the HWM

5 The labour input of each person who worked on the farm was measured in terms of AltlmerAWU being defined as 1800 hours or more of
labour per person per annum.
8 hitps://www.housing.gov.ie/water/wate-quality/shellfishwaters/shellfishwatersfinal-characterisatiorreports-and-prps
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along the entire coastline are classed as fishing areas. As a result it may over exaggerate the potential fishing
resource. Data relating to the site in question indicate that only Charter Angling (Hookerfighing)
Shrimp and Large Crustaceans eaeried out in this area.

BioAtlantis Ltds proposngto
harvest Laminaria
hyperborean areas of Bantry
Bay. As outlined in the
Foreshore Application
(FS006064 the&xarea applied
for using a purposely
designed vessel equippe
with a winch, suction pump
and cutter. In an initial study
BioAtlantis foundLaminaria | . e
hyperboreato be the main | 9 [ BANTRY| BAY
species in the areas applier | R
for. Laminaria digitatawas
not present in any ofhese
areas. This is the preferre
species and was present i _

Kenmare Bay. The objective s s i e

to harvest the material "~ e e
without  disrupting  the

foreshore i.e. without making physical contact with the foreshore surface. This will be achieved by applying
moderatesuction which will draw the weed into the cutter where it will be cut and pumped into the boat. There,
it will be stored in bags for transportation to the factory by road. The weed will be cut at a minimum 25
centimetres from its holdfast. This will bentwlled by using sonar and sounder automation to operate the
winch so the cutter is maintained atthisdel2 A y i RA &Gl yOS GKS F2NBaK2NBPé

The Marine Institute GIS based data on the inshore fishing activity/extent that were compiled in 2014, were
also exanined (Figure 9b)The resolution of the data is not high but, it does indicate that the area of the
proposed site isished using pots.

Inshore Angling

Information obtained fromnland Fisheries Irelarfdr Bantry Bayidentifies several areas that areaitable for
Shore Anglingef whichthe most relevantin terms of proximityare (Figure 9)

Bank Harbour (12)Bottom fishing for flatfish on flooding tide. Floatfish for mullet at high water.
Shot Head13); Spinning for mackerel and Pollack, dlwat fishing for wrasse.

Zetland Pie(14)¢ Bottom fishing for flatfish on flooding tide. Floatfish for mullet at high water.
Gerahies Pief19)¢ Float fishing for mullet and bottom fishing for caang

Goats Patl{20); Spinning for mackerel and Pollaakd float fishing for wrasse.

Collack21); Float fishing for wrasse and spinning for Pollack.

Adrigole (C)Lugworm can be dug on middle banks, also in the mud inshore mussel beds

O OO OO O oo

7 https://ffishinginireland.info/sea/maps/
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Tourismand Leisure

Failte Ireland provide statistics on tourism in Ireland, with regional breakdowns for visitor numbers and
estimated spendl Outside of Dublin, the SowWest region whicttontains counties Cork and Kerry proved

the most popular for overseas tourists in 2018, attracting approximately 2.5million people in 2018. The
SatdAYIFGSR G20Ff NBOSYydzS 3ISYSNI (SR o dccoididtd Railte2 S NE S |
Ireland.

In terms of domestic tourists, the SothSa G NBIA 2y Aa | OGdzZ tfeé& LNBflIyYyRQaA
- G2GFf 2F won YATfA2Y @QAaA02NBR K2 3ISYSNIFGSR | LN
AG Aa Of SI Nihdivist, dnd hyNBdcibtigrRie Banfry2ada, are important tourist locations.

Breakdowns for tourism statistics at settlement level do not exist, with County and Regional levels providing
the lowest level of publicly available data. However, althouglréig for Bantry are not available, it is
generally agreed that tourism and recreation are significant contributors to the local economy of the Bantry
& FNBIF® ¢KS YI22N) 4dz00Sa4a8 2F LNBflFIyRQa 2Af,R ! Gfl
seen as a clear indication of the growing importance of tourism to coastal communities.

¢tKS olFlé&Qa AaflyRasY LI NGAOdzZ F NI & . SIFENIIFYR 2KARR@ L2
growing number during the summer months. This is initoid to the many land based activities that are

dzy RSNIF { Sy 2y 020K (KS . SWwaking, ty¢fliRy afd Kikry isiOnglertak&lbr LIS y )
many visitors to these areas, with the rugged landscape and scenic walks proving extremely attractive to
people.

In terms of watetbased activitieslgisure boating (yachting and kayaking), swimming, whale and dolphin
watching, bird watchingscuba diving and other water sports are key componehisarine tourism in the
region.The bay is also host to relgn, scheduled cruise liner stops that see tourists from across Europe arrive
in the area, with anchorage occurring in Bantry Inner and Whiddy NE.

Sailing is a popular pastime in Bantry Bay and along the peninsula with information on the areas with highest
frequency of sailing recorded on the Marine Atld3ata indicates the most popular sailing areas tend to be
based along the northern shore of the bay, with particularly high concentrations along Castletownbere Sound.
There are two marinas identified in the Marine Atlas as being located in Bantry Bamy Banina, which is

located in Bantry town; and, Lawrence Cove Marine, which is located on Bear Fdamderry ports are

identified at Castletownbere, Lawren@ove, Whiddy Island and Bantry.

8https://Www.failteireland.ie/FaiIteIreland/media/WebsiteStructure/Documents/3 Research _InsightsiKeyisniFacts2018.pdf?ext=.pdf
° http://atlas.marine.ie/#?¢=51.719€69.7593:11
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Other Activity

Bantry Bay Oil Terminah Conoco Phillips oil terminalists on Whiddy Islandesvingas a distribution facility
foroilproductss YR A0 A& 2yS 27F LNBf.Ingenhad, the vedsBIShatisendck the & G 2 N.
Bantry Bay terminal are comparatively small in size, mostly under 100,000 DWT and predominantly eithin th
range 20,000 to 50,000 DWThe Site Characterisation Report for the Bantry South Shellfish Area found there

are no associated water quality issues.

QuarriesThere are two quarries located adjacent to Inner Bantry Bay, on the northern shore near Adrigole.
The registered Owners/Occupiers of these quarries are Cornelius Sullivan and Tarmac Fleming Ltd. The
Tarmac Fleming Quarry was formerly known as the WimpmyikRg Adrigole Quarry which at one stage
recorded annual production of 1.2 million tonné&here are no recorded impacts on water quality for the
Adrigole Shellfish Area resulting from this quarry.

Wastewater Treatment Systemd heBantry SouthSite Cheacterisation Report identified 99 WWT systems

in a catchment of up to 20 kilometres from the area. It was found that the risk to surface and ground waters
from pathogens and phosphorus is high throughout the catchment, possibly due to inadequate pencolati
Many of the systems are located in hydrological unsuitable locabofasd are the incorrect type of system

for their particular area. However, monitoring did not identify any water quality issues that can be attributed
to these WWT systems.

4.3 Enwronmental Data
Water Quality

Bantry Bay is part of the DunmanBantryKenmare water catchmentvhich, according to the EPdyainsan

area of approximately 1,90kllometres squared and possesses a population of roughly 24,280 people. It is

stated that tte catchmentisP QR 2 Y A y | (i ScRestiréndifigféeies $flsandstone ridges and limestone
valleys that dominate the landscape of south and west Munster. In this catchment, the limestone valleys are
nearly completely submerged by the sglaaving been peferentially eroded compared to the sandstone

ridges lying between them and these valleys now make up Dunmanus, Bantry and Kenmare Bays while the
alyRalG2yS NAR3ISE FT2N¥ (KS aAlSys {KSSLIXQa |1 SR . SI
The EPAegularly sample anchonitor bathing water quality at 147 locations across Ireland, however there

are no bathing water sampling location in Bantry Bay. The nearest senmaints are found in Dunmanus

Bay to the south and Kenmare Bay to the nasftBantry Bay. The locatioase Barley CovéDunmanus Bay)

and DerrynangKenmareBay) 02 0K 2F gKAOK NBO2NRSR ol GKAY3I g1 GS
2019 bathing seasonresuit® . 2 i K f 20l GA2y&a KI &S | OKASOSR (KS WSE
bathingd S a2y &l YLX Ay3 NBadzZ G& oHnmMpI HaAamMcI HAMT | YR
be achieved and suggests waters in this region are of a high standard.

Water Framework Directive

The Water Framework Directive (WFD) Monitoring Programme uses regular sampling of water bodies to

assign a classification on their status. The Shellfish Area Characterisation ReBaritfgrSouthprovides

details on the WFD Monitoring Programme anddites that the status of the coastal waters where this area

Ada o0lFaSR INB WKAIKQ FYyRIZ GKSNBT2NBI artolihe deSign@dd2 NB &
I NBI  Aa | f & 2thektfork ShisfactodyiiThditwadastal §vérs thatidcharge directly into the

designatel area, the Glanlough RiveradA f £ 2 3SSy 23S WA GSNI I NBE WKAIKQ | yF

The report concludes its water quality section by stating that4h@ NS a dzf 6 a 2F GKS 2 C5 Y2
does not indicate any water quality issues within the area or in the waters discharging in the vicinity of this

10 https://www.epa.ie/pubgreports/water/bathing/Bathing%20Water%20Quality%20Map%200f%20Ireland%202019.pdf
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shellfish area. However, these siatclassifications do not reflect the results from these water bodies, as they
GSNBE SEGNILREIFIGSR FNRY &AAYAfLFNI 61 GSN)I o2Re (&8LISadQg

Water atchments are made up of a series of subcatchments and the six subcatchments that lie immediately
adjacent to Bantry 8y are: Calashaduff; Coomhola; Fahane; Fanahy; Glengarriff; and, Mealagh.

The Water Framework Directive Cycle 2 Assessment Repahiefeulbcatchment ofFahanes based on

information available to the end of 2035 This subcatchment lies adjacentttee Bantry South Shellfish

Growing Area and also the proposed aquaculture site TO5/48DAve river water bodies in the

subcatchment were revised from UnassignediNDT ATRISKQ® CA PGS LR GSYyGAlLff& RSLJ
coastal waterbodies haveskn identified and four considered not at risk while one, Reen Point Pool, is

deemed to require further review. The sole potentially dependent groundwater water body, Beara Sneem, is
classified as not at risk. A single significant pressure was identifeed eelates to the pressures that exist at

Reen Point Pool, this pressure is considered to be anthropogenic in nature.

Shellfish Monitoring Programme

Shellfish flesh classifications are carried out under the European Communities (Live Bivalve MHkadits)
Conditions for Production and Placing on the Market) Regulations, 1996 (S.I. No. 147 ofTt89B)rine

Institute carries out shellfish monitoring at designated shellfish areas. This dedicated shellfish monitoring
programme involves analysing for general components, metals and organics in both water and biota samples.
Shellfish safety data can lebtained from the Marine InstitutélABs websitand it provides results of

sampling of specified shellfish flesh from each of the designated shellfisHareas

Biotoxin results for shellfish species Mytilus edulis inBlaatry SouthDesignated Shellfishrea are provided
in the table below. The results are taken from regular sampling that occurred from JuB026 to March 9
2020, of which there are a total of 207 sample results.

Area Species Status # of Occurrences % of Total

Closed 32 15.5%
Closed Pending 13 6%
Open 161 78%
Rejected; Nonstandard Reason 1 0.5%

11 hitps://catchments.ie/wp-
content/files/subcatchmentassessments/21 3%20FAHANE SC 010%20Subcatchment%20Assessment%20WFD%20Cycle%202.pdf

12 http://webapps.marine.ie/HABs/Locations/Inshore
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4.4 Statutory Status
Nature Conservation Designations

The area of Bantry Bay Wwih which proposed aquaculture site T05/430Adsed is not located in any Natura
2000 sites, nodoes it have any other conservation or environmental designations attached. However, the
bay is adjacent to two Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) and two Special Protection Areas (SPA):

T { KSSLIQa | SI R{KSBL®ANh®BhKRO A& (ekiSsuladia? Bantdy Bay 400 2 dzy R
from the site and has a SAC designation due to the presence of terrestrial features, dry heath and wet
heath, habitats listed on Annex Il of the Habitats Directitvbas received its designation due to the
presence of a rangef habitats/species, including the following features of interest:

0 Northern Atlantic wet heaths witkrica tetrali{4010]
o0 European dry heaths [4030]
0 Geomalacus maculosgiserry Slug) [1024]

1 Glengarriff Harbour and Woodland SAC (00@@@hasreceived its designation due to the presence
of a range of habitats/species listed on Annex I/ll of the EU Habitats Directive. Features of interest
are:

0 Old sessile oak woods with llex and Blechnum in the British Isles [91A0]

o0 Alluvial forests with Alnus gfinosa and Fraxinus excelsiéirfo-Padion, Alnion incanae,
Salicion albag[91E0]

0 Geomalacus maculosgikerry Slug) [1024]

0 Rhinolophus hipposiderdlsesser Horseshoe Bat) [1303]

0 Lutra lutra(Otter) [1355]

0 Phoca vitulingHarbour Seal) [1365]

i Beara Peninda SPA (00415%)This site is a designated SPA under the Birds Directive due to the

presence othe following habitats/species listemh Annex I/Il of the EU Habitats Directive
0 Fulmar Fulmarus glacial}dA009]
0 ChoughPyrrhocoraxpyrrhocoray [A346]

1 { KSSLIQa | SI R (Go2158xT e sda SliffsReliff etiges and land adjacent to these cliff
edges are considered some of the most important sites in Ireland for Chhidgts received its
designation due to the presence ofange of habitats/species listed on Annex I/1l of the EU Habitats
Directive. Features of interest are:

0 Peregrine ffalco peregrinygA103]
0 ChoughPyrrhocorax pyrrhocordxA346]

Protected Species

The areas within which the aquaculture sites are located are not, themselves, protected conservation sites.
However, there are a number of protected sites in the areas that surround Bantry Bay, some of which have
been outlined in the previous section. Maaf/these sites have received their special protection designation
due to the presence of protected, or important species of flora and fauna.

TheKerry SlugGeomalacus maculoslis a species that is listed on Annex Il of the E.U. Habitats Directive and
one that has a remarkably disjunct distribution in Europe, being known only from-seghlireland, north

$6Sal0 { LAY YR y2NIKSNYy t2NldaArte '4d {KSSLIQa 1 SIR
rocky wet heath and grassland.

TheLesseHorseshoe BaRhinolophus hipposiderpis an Annex Il species and wéoemerly recorded in

high numbersn Glengarriff CastleHowever numbers decreased at the Castle from the late 1990's onwards.
Since then, summer roosts within ti@&engariff HarbouSAC boundary have been found in three buildings.
The highest combined counts for the three summer sites were taken in July 2002 with a total of 228 bats.
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The rocky islets in Glengariff Harbour support the largest colo@pafmon (Harbour) Se@hoca vitiling) in
the southwest of Ireland (maximum count of 151 in the-laélland survey of 2003). This legally protected
species is listed on Annex Il of the E.U. Habitats Direttivaaldition to the seal, there a®tter (Lutra lutra)
found throughout the vider area, in particular near Glengariff.

TheChough(Pyrrhocorax phyrrhocoraiga species that is listed on Annex | of this Directive and an
AYOSNYFGA2YFEE@ AYLRNIFY(d LRLMAZFGA2Y 2F oNBSRAy3 |/
breeding pairs were recorded within the Beara Peninsula site in the 1992 survey anth62002/03

Adz2NDSed ynH OoNBSRAYI LI ANE oSNBE NBO2NRSR FNRY GKS
survey.

Other species of protected bird that have been sighted in the ameaisnd Bantry Bay include th&ulmar

(Fulmarus glacial)jsand thePeregring(Falco peregrinus)in addition,widespread sightings of dolphins and

other sea mammals are said to occur in areas of Bantry Bay. The marine mammal sightings of the Irish Whale
and Dolphin Group are shown in Figure 16.
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Figurel4. Special Areas of Conservation in proximity to the appeal sites



Figurel5. Special Protection Areas in proximity to the appeal sites
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